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IT'S NOT JUST THE DARK CORNERS. 
IT'S EVERYWHERE. 

BUT HOW IS IT REALLY AFFECTING 
WEB USERS OF ALL AGES? 




















With ordinary printers, you see her bathing suit is wet. 


With our printers, you see her bathing suit is painted on. 







YOU'VE GOT TO SEE IT IN 



COLOR. 


It's true. The only thing she's wearing is her birthday suit. 
Take a closer peek at the laces and you'll see the work 
of an incredible artist. Brilliantly revealed by what could 
only be an Epson printer. One as adept at creating the 
boldest color as it is at capturing every brush stroke of 
detail. A talent that can take a greeting card, a school 
report or even a bathing suit and transform it into a 
masterpiece. Only Epson® has a full line of printers for 
any need - from everyday use to creating the most 
treasured photos. Plus, with Epson, you'll always get: Up 
to 2880 x 720 dpi for sharp black text and incredible 
detail • Award-winning Micro Piezo” technology for a 
cleaner smaller droplet - as small as 3 picoliters • Fast 
print speeds - up to 13 PPM black/10.5 PPM color (with the 
Epson SC 980) • PC/Mac compatibility. And remember, 
only Epson supplies guarantee Epson quality. For 
more info, call 1-800-GO-EPSON or visit epson.com. 


Epson Stylus Color 
InkJet Printers. 
Sheer brilliance 
starting at $99. 



© 2001 Epson 
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THE COUCH. THE NATURAL ENEMY OF THE NISSAN XTERRA. RID YOURSELF OF 10 
THE MOUNTAINS, THE RIVERS, THE OCEANS, WHEREVER. IT’LL TURN THE WILDERNEE 





FLUFFY CUSHIONS AND VENTURE TO WHERE THE FUN IS. 


0 YOUR LIVING ROOM, AND TREE STUMPS INTO YOUR SOFA. 




















SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, 
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy. 


FULL FLAVOR 


Lights: 9 mg"tar;'0.7 mg nicotine-Full Flavor: 15 mg 
"tar,” 1.1 mg nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method. 
The amount of "tad'and nicotine you inhale will vary 
depending on how you smoke the cigarette. 

For more information about PM USA and its products,vis 
www.philipmorrisusa.com or call 1-877-PMUSAWEB. 
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I inch thick. 
3.4 pounds, 
dressed to kiii. 



DELL INSPIRON 2100 


NEW—Super Slim and Light 

■ Intel* Pentium* III Processor at 700MHz Featuring 
Intel* SpeedStep™ Technology 

■ 12.1" XGA TFT Display ■ 64MB 100MHz SDRAM 

■ 5GB 5 Ultra ATA Hard Drive ■ External Floppy Disk Drive 

■ 4MB ATI Rage Mobility™ M 3D* 2X AGP Video 

■ Internal 56K Capable 5 FaxModem 

■ Internal 3Com* 10/100 Ethernet Controller 

■ 3.4 lbs with 23WHr Li-Ion Battery 

■ MS® Works Suite 2001 ■ MS® Windows® Me 

■ 1-Yr Limited Warranty 5 ■ 1-Yr Mail-in Service 

1 Year of DellNet™ by MSN® Internet Access'" Included 
k E-VALUE CODE 


$18990 


ASK US ABOUT NO PAYMENTS FOR 90 DAYS. 
DELL RECOMMENDED UPGRADES: 

■ External 24X Max CD-ROM Drive, add $99 

■ External 8X Max DVD-ROM Drive, add $199 

■ 128MB SDRAM, add $175 


Introducing the New Dell™ Inspiron™ 2100. Who 
ever said you had to pay a lot to look good? 

And it's wearing a very stylish magnesium alloy outer shell. 
But this notebook doesn't have to get by on its good looks 
alone. This one has a brilliant 12.1" XGA TFT display and lets 
you fully customize the hard drive and memory, as well as 
add an external DVD-ROM, CD-ROM and wireless options. All 
this is powered by an Intel® Pentium® III processor at 700MHz. 
Yes, you can judge a notebook by its cover. 
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D0LL4me»com 


contact us today 800 . 433.5898 www.dell4me.com 
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omoioioooiioio — 

computer language for 
holy cow! what a great 
price for all that.” 


Dell™ gives you the features you need, 
whatever your budget. 

Translating computer code is not what you had in mind when you started shopping 
for computers. What you may have in mind, though, is getting a lot of features at 
a low cost. Well, we offer all the features you could want, at great prices, along 
with simple payment options that fit your needs. Dell™ can even give you a great 
PC for as little as $24/mo. for 45 months” and qualified customers can make no 
payments for 90 days. You can even get one year of DellNet™ by MSN® Internet 
access" included with Dimension™ and Inspiron™ systems. And that's a great 
buy, no matter what language you speak. 



Dell™ Inspiron™ 8000 Notebook 


DELL™ NOTEBOOKS 


DELL INSPIRON 


Design and Affordability 

■ Intel* Celeron™ Processor at 600MHz 

■ 12.1" SVGA TFT Display 

■ 64MB 100MHz SDRAM 

■ 5GB* Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

■ Modular 24X Max CD-ROM Drive 

■ 8MB ATI Rage Mobility” 3D* 2X AGP Video 

■ Internal 56K Capable* FaxModem 

■ Li-Ion Battery with ExpressCharge™ 
Technology 

■ MS* Works Suite 2001 ■ MS* Windows* Me 

■ 1-Yr Limited Warranty* 

■ 1-Yr Mail-in Service 

■ 1 Year of DellNet™ by MSN* Internet 
Access'* Included 

$H29„ M $34 M » 

No payments for 90 days. E-VALUE Code: 89049-800411 


DELL INSPIRON " 4000 


Thin and Light 

■ Intel* Pentium* III Processor at 850MHz 
Featuring Intel* SpeedStep™ Technology 

■ 14.1" XGA TFT Display 

■ 128MB 100MHz SDRAM 

■ 10GB* Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

■ Modular Removable 8X Max DVD-ROM Drive 

■ 8MB ATI Rage Mobility™ 128 3D* 2X AGP Video 

■ Internal 56K Capable* FaxModem 

■ 53WHr Li-Ion Battery with ExpressCharge™ 
Technology 

■ MS* Works Suite 2001 ■ MS* Windows* Me 

■ 1-Yr Limited Warranty* ■ 1-Yr Mail-in Service 

■ 1 Year of DellNet™ by MSN* Internet 
Access'" Included 

$l799oras,owas$54 permo.45mos. 1J 

No payments for 90 days. E-VALUE Code: 89049-800417 


DELL INSPIRON 


Multimedia Mobile Desktop 

■ Intel* Pentium" III Processor at 1GHz 

■ 15" Super XGA+TFT Display 

■ 128MB 100MHz SDRAM 

■ 20GB 5 Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

■ Fixed 8X Max DVD-ROM Drive 

■ 32MB ATI Mobility™-M4 3D* 4X AGP Video 

■ Internal 56K Capable* FaxModem 

■ 59WHr Li-Ion Battery ■ harman/kardon* Audio 

■ MS* Works Suite 2001 

■ MS* Windows* Me 

■ 1-Yr Limited Warranty* 

■ 1-Yr Mail-in Service 

■ 1 Year of DellNet™ by MSN® Internet 
Access'* Included 

$2599 .$78 . . 

No payments for 90 days. E-VALUE Code: 89049-800425 











DELL™ DESKTOPS: 


DELL DIMENSION i 

Series H 

1 

DELL DIMENSION 4 ioo 


Affordable Desktop Solution 

Advanced Performance, Smart Value 


■ Intel" Pentium® III Processor at 933MHz 

■ 64MB SDRAM 

■ 20GB 5 Ultra ATA/100 Hard Drive 

■ 15" (13.8" vis) E551 Monitor 

■ Intel® 3D® AGP Graphics 

■ 48X Max CD-ROM Drive 

■ SoundBlaster 64V PCI LC Sound Card 

■ harman/kardon® Speakers 

■ 56K Capable’ PCI DataFax Modem 

■ MS® Works Suite 2001 ■ MS® Windows® Me 

■ 1-Yr Limited Warranty 2 ■ 1-Yr At-Home Service* 

■ 1 Year of DellNet™ by MSN® Internet 
Access” Included 

$799oras,o„as$24p erm o.45 m os. 

No payments for 90 days. E-VALUE Code: 89049-500407 


DELL DIMENSION 


Advanced Performance, Smart Value 

■ Intel® Pentium® III Processor at 1GHz 

■ 128MB SDRAM at 133MHz 

■ 40GB B Ultra ATA/100 Hard Drive (7200 RPM) 

■ 17” (16.0" vis) M781s Monitor 

■ NEW 32MB NVIDIA™ GeForce2 MX 
4X AGP Graphics 

■ 8X/4X/32X Max CD-RW Drive 

■ 48X Max CD-ROM Drive 

■ Altec Lansing® ACS-340™ Speakers 
with Subwoofer 

■ U.S. Robotics® 56K Capable’ PCI 
Telephony Modem 

■ MS® Works Suite 2001 ■ MS® Windows® Me 

■ 3-Yr Limited Warranty 2 ■ 1-Yr At-Home Service* 

■ 1 Year of DellNet™ by MSN® Internet 
Access” Included 

■ APC Pro8T2 SurgeArrest Surge Protector 

$l599oras,owas$48pe rm o.4 5m os, 

No payments for 90 days. E VALUE Code: 89049-500415 


■ Intel® Pentium® III Processor at 1GHz 

■ 64MB SDRAM at 133MHz 

■ 20GB’ Ultra ATA/100 Hard Drive (7200 RPM) 

■ 17" (16.0" vis) E770 Monitor 

■ 16MB ATI Rage™ Pro 

■ NEW 8X/4X/32X Max CD-RW/DVD Combo Drive 

■ SB Live! Value Digital 

■ harman/kardon® Speakers 

■ 56K Capable’ PCI Telephony Modem 

■ MS® Works Suite 2001 ■ MS® Windows” Me 

■ 3-Yr Limited Warranty 2 ■ 1-Yr At-Home Service* 

■ 1 Year of DellNet™ by MSN® Internet 
Access” Included 


$ 1299 ., 


No payments for 90 days. E-VALUE Code: 89049-500412 


DELL DIMENSION 


Cutting-Edge Technology 

■ Intel* Pentium® 4 Processor at 1.3GHz 

■ 128MB RDRAM 

■ 40GB 5 Ultra ATA/100 Hard Drive (7200 RPM) 

■ 17" (16.0" vis) P780 FD Trinitron® Monitor 

■ NEW 32MB NVIDIA™ GeForce2 MX 
4X AGP Graphics 

■ 48X Max CD-ROM Drive 

■ SoundBlaster 64V LC PCI Sound Card 

■ Harman Kardon* HK-695 Surround Sound 
Speakers with Subwoofer 

■ 56K Capable’ PCI Telephony Modem 

■ MS® Works Suite 2001 ■ MS® Windows® Me 

■ 3-Yr Limited Warranty 2 ■ 1-Yr At-Home Service* 

■ 1 Year of DellNet™ by MSN® Internet 
Access” Included 

■ APC Pro8T2 SurgeArrest Surge Protector 

For as low as $51 par mo. 45 mos. 12 
No payments for 90 days. E-VALUE Code: 89049-500416 


$ 1699 . 


DELL” SOLUTIONS: 


SOFTWARE & ACCESSORIES 


Printers: 

■ Epson® Stylus 777 Color Printer, add $99 

■ HP" DeskJet® 952C, add $149 after $50 
HP® Mail-in Rebate 3 ’ (Reg. $199) 

Scanner: 

■ HP® ScanJet® 4300Cse, add $99 after $50 
HP* Mail-in Rebate” (Reg. $149) 

Power Protection: 

■ APC Pro8T2 SurgeArrest, add $39 

Software: 

■ Extreme Game Pack (Dimension™ only)” add $99 

■ Family Game Pack”, add $99 

Camera: 

■ HP® C315 Digital Camera, add $249 after 
$50 HP® Mail-in Rebate 38 (Reg. $299) 


FINANCING & SERVICES 


Payment Solutions: 

■ Dell™ Monthly Purchase Plan - Enjoy easy-to- 
budget, low monthly payments. Systems as low 
as $24 a month for 45 months' 2 for qualified 
customers using the 90 Days Same As Cash 
feature of the plan 

Dimension™ Desktop Service Upgrades: 

■ Upgrade Dimension™ L Series 1-Yr Ltd Warranty^ 
1-Yr At-Home Service* to Premier 3-Yr At-Home 
Service*, add $119 

Inspiron™ Notebook Service Upgrades: 

■ Upgrade Inspiron™ Notebooks with 1-Yr Ltd 
Warranty 2 and 1-Yr Mail-in Service: 

- 3-Yr Warranty 2 and 3-Yr Mail-in Service, add $99 

- 3-Yr Warranty 2 and 3-Yr On-site Service*, add $219 



pentium®/// 


Includes Windows Millennium 
Edition — the home version of the 
world's favorite software. 

"Telephone access (call your phone co. for 
details) and other surcharges for access 
may apply. Must register within 30 days of 
receiving computer and accept DellNet/MSN 
Terms of Service. You agree to be billed 
monthly fees after the initial service period. 
You may cancel service at any time. Offer valid 
for new customers only in U.S. households and 
must be over 18 years old with major credit 
card. Limited time offer. ’'Monthly payment 
based on 13.99% APR FOR QUALIFIED 
CUSTOMERS. OFFER VARIES BY CREDIT¬ 
WORTHINESS OF CUSTOMER AS DETERMINED 
BY LENDER. Under 90 Days Same As Cash 
feature, interest accrues during first 90 days 
if balance not paid within 90 days. Customers 
not eligible for 90 Days Same As Cash feature 
may be offered standard 48-month financing 
with APRs ranging from 18.99% to 23.93%. 
Example: $1,650 purchase price, at 18.99%, 
48 monthly payments at $50. Taxes and ship¬ 
ping charges extra, and vary. From American 
investment Bank, N.A. to U.S. residents with 
approved credit. Availability may be limited 
in some states. Limited time offer. 



oei.L4me.coim 

contact us today 800 . 433.5898 www.dell4me.com 













a processor 
that kicks? 


a pc that plays DVDs 
and burns CDs? 



Advanced Performance, Smart Value 


■ Intel* Pentium* III Processor at 1GHz 

■ 64MB SDRAM at 133MHz 

■ 20GB 5 Ultra ATA/100 Hard Drive (7200 RPM) 

| ■ 17" (16.0" vis) E770 Monitor 

■ 16MB ATI Rage™ Pro 

. ■ NEW 8X/4X/32X Max CD-RW/DVD Combo Drive 
I ■ SB Live! Value Digital ■ harman/kardon* Speakers 

■ 56K Capable 6 PCI Telephony Modem 

■ MS* Works Suite 2001 ■ MS* Windows" Me 

| ■ 3-Yr Limited Warranty 2 ■ 1-Yr At-Home Service* 

■ 1 Year of DellNet™ by MSN* Internet Access' 6 Included 


<t I OOO CVS E-VALUE CODE 
77 89047-500412 

ASK US ABOUT NO PAYMENTS FOR 90 DAYS. 


A super-fast, feature-rich PC for just $1299? 
That’s a classic "no-brainer.” 

It doesn't take too much arm twisting. The Dell™ Dimension™ 4100 
desktop with a fast Intel® Pentium® III processor at 1GHz and a CD-RW/ 
DVD combination drive makes computing a snap. From crunching 
numbers to playing your favorite movies to burning your top tunes. 
And it costs just $1299. Plus, it's backed by Dell's award-winning, 
around-the-clock service and support. Speed and cool features at 
a price you can afford—another way Dell4me™ is helping you get 
what you're looking for. After all, at just $1299, it doesn't take a 
rocket scientist to decide whether to get one of these babies. Order 
by phone or visit Dell online today. 
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iKFLL4me.com 

contact us today 800 . 433.5898 www.dell4me.com 


Includes Windows Millennium Edition — the home version of the world's favorite software. 

peiephone access (call your phone co. for details) and other surcharges for access may apply. Must register within a) days of receiving computer and acce 
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WHEN YOU LOVE YOUR CAR, IT SHOWS 


WithTiburon’s 140-horsepower DOHC engine, sleek styling and sport-tuned suspension, there 
are no limits, there is no going overboard. Just sweet love. And America’s Best Warranty* 
forges the bond. Experience the love firsthand, visit a Hyundai dealer for a test-drive. 
America’s Best Warranty, the Hyundai Advantage!" 10 Year/100,000 Mile Powertrain Protection. 
5Year/60,000 Mile Bumper-to-Bumper Coverage. 5 Year/24-hr. Unlimited Roadside Assistance. 
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Click me, baby, one more time 


Yahoo! Internet Life Online 


S O YOU'RE READING YAHOO! 

Internet Life in print. That’s good, 
but you’re getting only half the 
story If you like T-Ltfe, you’ll love YIL.com, 
the daily online version of the magazine 
(not to mention its evil twin, crazy cousin, 
prodigal son, and guardian angel). Every 
day we bring you a new batch of original 
features designed to help you make the 
most of your time online. Plus, we have 
a zesty lemon-fresh scent! 


Jfc DAILY NET BUZZ 

DAILY FEATURE 


0 Yow Yastrolojer 



H DAILY NET BUZZ ► 

Every morning, Steve 
Knopper scours the Web, then 
assembles the ultimate briefing 
for your day online. Whether it’s 
the latest on an overseas crisis or 
vicious infighting in an ’N Sync 
newsgroup, Steve will point you 
to whatever’s most relevant 
today [Yil.com/buzzl 

|0j YOUR YASTROLOGER ► 

bad, do you blame it on a 
retrograde Mercury? If so, you 
need help...er, guidance. The 
Yastrologer will tell you what joy 
or pain the stars have in store 
every weekday [Yil.com/Yastrol 

rr-jj DAILY DOUBLE 
1e*J DOWNLOAD ► Every 
day two choice apps—one 


practical, one playful. Handy 
stuff like Robo Shopper, 
SpamBuster, TurboBrowser. 
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NAS CAR Racing and 
Reading Blaster. It’s twice as 
nice. [Yil.com/downloadl 
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model wisdom. Twisted Seuss. 
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Cat poetry Office torture 
ideas. Bagpipe humor. Need 
we say more? [Yil.com/forwardl 
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SITE OF THE DAY ► 

Quest of the Cheese Man. 
Stinkymeat. The No-Clown 
Zone. Furniture porn. And 
our own Strange- O-Matic, 


designed to extract maximum 
weirdness from the Web. lyil. 
com/strangel 

® YAHOO! INTERNET 
LIVE ► Who’s online 
today? Maybe it’s author 
Frank McCourt. Or TV star 
David Hyde Pierce. Or tennis 
vixen Anna Kournikova. Or 
an expert on sleep disorders. 
Get the lowdown on eight 
chats every day. [Yil.com/livel 

® NET RADIO STATION 

OF THE DAY ► Classic 
rock. Cool jazz. Bone¬ 
crunching death metal. The 
news in French. Police 
bulletins. Barnyard noises. 
Hockey call-in shows. If it’s 
audible, someone’s probably 
Webcasting it. [Yil.com/radiol 
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ASK THE SURF GURU ► 

The skinny dude with 
the wraparound shades is our 
resident font of Web wisdom. 
Puzzled about preferences? 
Booking for free e-mail? He’s 
your man. [Yil.com/gurul 

rrri incredibly useful 
SITE OF THE DAY ► The 

fife-improving sites you love- 
lots of’em. Learn about wine, 
prep for the SAT, ace chemistry 
plan a trip, and plenty more. 

[Yil.com/usefull 

S FREEBIES, BARGAINS & 
CONTESTS ► One day it’s 
free shampoo, a deal on sports 
bras, and a chance to win a surf¬ 
board. Great, unless you’re a 
bald guy who can’t swim. Visit 
daily [Yil.com/freebiesl 


Also S> Y I L .J 


FREE NEWSLETTER: The Y-Life Daily [Yil.com/newsletterl will keep you up-to-date on what’s hap¬ 
pening on the site and on the Web at large. Every weekday through the magic of e-mail, we’ll 
bring you our proprietary blend of news, tools, trends, and exciting new ways to waste your time. 
It’s so free, we’re practically giving it away! 

SITE ADDRESS GUIDE: [Yil.com/urll Stop typing all those URLs. Stop it! Surf to our guide for one-click 
access to every fink in the magazine. .. 

S: [Yil.com/backissuesl Archives of everything, going back to the beginning. 














































► EDITOR'S NOTE 


A Brand-New Look 

THERE ARE MANY REASONS TO REDESIGN A MAGAZINE: 

to change with the times, to adapt to new goals, to catch up 
with one’s readers, to bring one’s readers along. For a mag¬ 
azine that explores life through an Internet lens, that means 
covering constant, dizzying change. Indeed, many Web sites 
update their look as often as actors try on different costumes. 
In print, you don’t dress-rehearse in public—you change 
deliberately, with care. A character in playwright Tom Stop¬ 
pard’s The Red Thing says, “Happiness is equilibrium. Shift 
your weight.” That’s what were doing: shifting weight. 




A VISION Robert Priest and Gail Ghezzi saw the magazine with fresh i 


These are the worst of Internet times and the best. So 
many dreams, schemes, and virtual fortunes have evaporated 
in the vagaries of cyberspace this year. The first gold rush is 
over, even for our friends at Yahoo! Inc., from whom we 
license a great name. But as we’ve maintained in this maga¬ 
zine all along, our view of the Net has never been about build¬ 
ing and losing fortunes—or even brands—but about how 
this new medium intersects everyday lives. And by that stan¬ 
dard, we, the people, are not only more immersed in the 
Internet than ever (as our contributing writers ROGER EBERT 
and JON KATZ both pointed out, this month and last), but 
today we’re far more sophisticated about it. 

To reflect that sophistication, my longtime art director, 
GAIL GHEZZI, and I retained designer ROBERT PRIEST, who is 


something of a legend in New "York publishing circles. At one 
time or another, he’s redesigned some of the most stylish mag¬ 
azines in the nation, including GQqnd Esquire. We asked his 
firm. Priest Media to help us rethink T Life to give us a cleaner, 
sleeker look, both to reemphasize the departments our read¬ 
ers already like and to showcase some new features we’ve had 
in mind. One important note: I know it’s a cliche to burble 
on about teamwork, but what we did represents a fusion of 
many different ideas that came from my staff 

Among the new departments are Content, champi¬ 
oned by senior editor BILGE EBIRI, where we’ll cover 
online films, music, games, and books (including 
monthly reviews by noted critic CHRISTOPHER 
LEHMANN-HAUPT) ; Talk of the Net, a breezy com¬ 
pendium of short, slice-of-Internet-life coverage 
that was conceived and bulldozed through by 
executive editor LARRY SMITH; and our freshly 
expanded Style section, developed by style editor 
WARREN CHRISTOPHER and director ofphotography 
GAIL HENRY. For the entire front of the book, plus a 
reorganized Clide! section, a deservedly tired senior 
editor RON BEL BRUNO burned serious midnight oil. 

Our redesign isn’t the only thing breaking new 
ground this month Hie cover story is GARY WEBB’s 
spedal report on sex and pornography online. Not 
another scare piece, it’s a searching, nonideolog- 
ical look at what he calls history’s first postcensorship 
society Webb, an investigative journalist with more than 
30 awards (including being part of a Pulitzer-winning San 
Jose Mercury News team in 1990) and the father of a 16-year- 
old boy takes both a personal and an exploratory approach 
The final change this month is the most obvious: 'You 11 
see that the three words in our logo are more fully inte¬ 
grated, and that’s as it should be: Yahoo! for the service pieces 
we publish and Internet Life for the lifestyle we cover. We like 
all three, but you can keep calling us Y-Life. 


OLSOJN, 


BARRY GOLSOJN, EDITOR IN CHIEF 
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WHO SAYS PRINT ISN'T INTERACTIVE? 


Letters to the editor: Write to yilmail@ziffdavis.com 


Ssacjpr 


THE FOGGIEST 
NOTION 


I loved your 

especially the 
“Sites We Love” 
cover story 
[page 86], From 
one foghead to 
another, thanks 
to executive editor Larry Smith 
for mentioning KFOG [broadcast. 
com/radio/adult_album_alternative/ 
kfog] as a lovable site. You might 
be surprised to know that the 
year featured on todays 10 @ 10 
program is not 1974 but 1982. 
Again, thanks for spreading 
the vibes of fogheadedness. 

JILL JOHNSON 
@calhealth.org 

THE HOT L BATTLE MORE 

I read Roger Ebert’s “A Road 
Warrior’s Bill of Rights” in 


Y-Life’s March ’01 issue [page 62] 
on a plane, and I nearly screamed 
“Yes!” out loud. I spend about 20 
percent of my time traveling, and 
I agree with Ebert that the ho¬ 
tels that actually understand and 
meet wired business users’ needs 
are sadly few I prompdy handed 
a copy of this article to an archi¬ 
tect friend who builds hotels and 
renovates historic ones, and em¬ 
phasized to him that the sugges¬ 
tions (ergonomic office furni¬ 
ture, electrical plug location, extra 
phone lines) should be serious 
action items on his current ho¬ 
tel projects. So maybe some day 
soon I will be able to invite Ebert 
to Louisville, Kentucky to a ho¬ 
tel that respects road warriors’ 
rights (most of them, anyway— 
I’m not sure we can make much 
progress on the La-Z-Boy front). 

GARRISON COX 
@us.wmmercer.com 




RESOURCES FOR THE BLIND 
I am writing in response to last 
month’s Touched by the Net 
[March ’01, “Seeing the World 
in a New Light,” page 72]. The 
article righdy points out that the 
Internet can be used with com¬ 
petence and effectiveness by blind 
people. For many visually im¬ 
paired individuals, however, 
access to the Internet is only a 
dream, owing to the cost of train¬ 
ing and the technology needed. 

Newsline for the Blind and 
America’s Jobline are two free 
services offered by the National 
Federation of the Blind [www.nfb. 
orgl to provide information 
to blind people and others over 
a conventional telephone. 
Newsline allows a blind person 
to read The Washington Post, The 
New York Times, The Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal, and local newspapers. Amer¬ 
ica’s Jobline provides informa¬ 
tion about jobs posted in 
America’s Job Bank. To learn 
more about these, readers can 
refer to our Web site. 

MARC MAURER, President 
National Federation of the Blind 
@nfb.org 


XFL: WHAT A FUMBLE 
To compare the XFL to the NFL 
is like comparing Monster Truck 
Racing to Formula 1 [March ’oi, 
“XFL: Meet the First Sport of the 
Net Generation,” page 100]. The 
XFL panders shamelessly to the 
lowest and most immature audi¬ 
ence it can find the Beavis and Butt 
Head guys who are too stupid to 
know how to wear a baseball cap 
and don’t even know how to spell 
the word interference, which, iron¬ 
ically is exactly what’s happening. 

The XFL is interfering and 
diminishing the mature, pro¬ 
fessional, and sportsmanlike 
decency of football. 

A READER 




ll vJ& /*AS slot fte-NJ edti TgxHNloLot&tcAWLY AWM-IceP 
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And that’s to say nothing of the cheer¬ 
leaders. —Ed. 


FREE E-BOOK READERS 
ARE EASILY FOUND 
I just finished your article on 
Web gadgets [February’01, “Web 
to Go,” page 86], While overall 
it was pretty good one spot needs 
correcting. Ymr recommenda¬ 
tion of AportisDoc as a Palm 
e-book reader is off base. There 
are free e-book readers for the 
Palm, like iSilofree [www.isilo.com] 
and CSpotRun [palmgear.com]. 
These two not only won’t set you 
back $30, but they have a better 
feature set than AportisDoc. For 
that kind of money, you could 
buy Wordsmith [bluenomad.com], 
which will not only read an 
e-book but can be used to write 
one if you like. 

As for getting e-books. Memo 
Ware [memoware.com] should be 
everyone’s first stop. Check it 
out sometime. 

Otherwise, good article. By 
the way, this e-mail was writ¬ 
ten on my Palm. 

EDWARD BRANDWEIN 
@huberlaw.com 
Your points are well taken. There are 
more and more ways to read e-hooks on 
all kinds ofdevices every day. In a fu¬ 
ture issue, we'll he taking a look at sev¬ 
eral e-hook sources and readers. —Ed. 


Got something to say? We're listening! 
Write to us at Yilmail@ziffdavis.com. 


V-LIFE NET POLL | 

Q Napster plans to start 
charging service fees this 
summer (projected to be $5 to 
$10 monthly). If you're currently 
a Napster user, do you plan to: 

Switch to another free 
/O (e.g., Gnutella, FreeNet) 

% Give the pay 
service a shot 

g. Stop downloading 
/O music 


Poll represents responses of 1,000 
Napster users at YIL.com as of 3/7/01. 
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People, Places, and Trends on the Net 

» Edited by Pori Bel Bruno 


A NET TWIST 
ON THE 
BODY 
BEAUTIFUL 


Ever get the feeling that ours has become a culture 
of more is more? In the case of more information, 
this may be true. But excessive displays of flesh— 
be they at the Oscars, in print, or online—easily lose 
their aesthetic value when photographed. Unless, 
of course, there’s a master behind the camera. 

As seen in Howard Schatz’s large-format Body 
Knots, overexposure need not be synonymous with 
poor taste. At Schatz/Ornstein Studio Ihowardschatz. 
com], the New "fork photographer renowned for his 
reinterpretation of the human form molds painted 
bodies into seemingly impossible contortions, cre¬ 
ating fruit, flowers, letters, and abstract shapes from 
backs, legs, and arms. You’ll look twice at the 30 
images online, if only to marvel at how flexible and 
deceptive the human body can be. Schatz, whose 
sizable collection of past anthologies has focused 
on newborn babies, the homeless, and redheads, is 
now working on Athletes, to be released by Harper- 
Collins in fall 2002. So while you await his next 
assemblage of provocative people, stare away. 
Because unlike Jennifer Lopez’s dress, there’s more 
for you to uncover here with each look. 
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CHART-TOPPING ADVICE 


DISCUSSES HIS BRAND OF 
SEXUAL HEALING IN CHAT 



FORGOTTEN? HOME b OFFICE 
L HAS SOME ANSWERS 












Click! around the net 


!M EVERYWHERE j 

According to a Gartner Group study, 15 
billion instant messages were sent in Jan- j 
uary alone—12 billion of which went to : 

PCs, PDAs, and yes, cell phones (the 
remaining 3 billion were exchanged on 
text pagers). Now VoiceStream cell phone; 
users can join the swelling ranks, thanks 
to a deal between Jamie Lee Curtis’s ser¬ 
vice of choice and AOL Time Warner. 

The deal will also bring mobile chatters 
| content from such AOL TW properties 

as CNN and MovieFone. IM HAPPY Now Jamie Lee can send wireless AOL instant messages on the go. 


sale at the end of the season, the site will 
offer either to send surfers their pur¬ 
chases or, in the manner of a stock mar¬ 
ket, keep them in an online account for 
trading and selling. Topps will also 
sponsor an "Etopps trading floor" on 
eBay [ebay.com]. 


1 feel like in one year it's very 
easy to go from Internet 
poster boylto Internet pinata 1 




ROBOCOPS, 

BEIJING STYLE 

And U.S. teens thought their schools' 
Net filters were bad. China's Ministry 
of Public Security has released Internet 
Police 110, a software program meant 
to "purify" Web traffic and e-mail. It 
blocks or deletes anything relating to 
cults, sex, or violence. 

ANOTHER KIND 
OF GNOUGAT 

I Is it a hazelnut spread or an efficient: 
j means of passing pirated music and pom 
I files? Not amused by the potential for: 
I confusion, Nutella (maker of the former) j 
I has successfully wrestled back the pho- \ 
i netically identical domain name [gnutella. 

del, formerly home of a file-sharing site, 
I in a Cologne, Germany, court decision. 

I The company hopes to keep the Nutella: 
I name from being associated with “copy- 
1 right pirates and friends of child pornog- 
I raphy, rather than the family-friendly; 


nougat spread.” In a separate develop- 
Iment, the Gnutella peer-to-peer net¬ 
work is hosting a potentially destructive 
worm virus—hardly a complement to 
hazelnut spread or “barely legal” pics. 

...AND E-MINORS 

Open-minded Brandeis University stu¬ 
dents can now opt for courses in Inter¬ 
net studies. The university 's liberal arts 

'[I'd like! to...dispatch a virus 
to anyone whose files contain 
[Sony] or Columbia records 
ana make them listen to 
four hours of Yanni* 

SONY CEO HOWARD STRINGER ON NAPSTER 

E-MAJORS... 

school is the first fully accredited U.S. 
institution to offer a Net minor. The 
course of study comprises law. economics, 
and computer science, with such classes 
as Virtual Opera and Visual Culture. 

THE CLICK AROUND THE NET CLIQUE: MEGAN 

GERRITY (NEWSI, LISA RONIS (RESEARCH), MICHAEL 

GRIFFO, AND JOSH ROBERTSON (HUMOR). WRITE 

TO CLICK AT CLICK@ZIFFDAVIS.COM 

Baseball season's in full swing, but Topps' 
Net-only major league baseball cards 
remain at the bottom of the lineup. The 
trading card company postponed the April 
debut of its e-card line at Etopps 
[etopps.com] because of technical issues. 
When the limited edition cards go on 




















tttttmit 












Click! 


around the net 


_SmarlJA-QVfiS™_ 

AN ONLINE RESURRECTION 

When Jake Savin’s server died, his 400- 
page J-Space ljspace.org] weblog seemed 
lost. Six weeks later, he remembered that 
Google caches pages it indexes. Need we 
tell you the happy ending? Good Google! 

BATMAN COSTUME NOT INCLUDED 

Alaska Airlines’ wireless check-in service; 
lets you punch a few buttons on your cell [ 
phone or palmtop to be cleared for take¬ 
off But can it get you a vegetarian meal? 

NOW YOU'RE THINKING. PART I 

NBAcom TV a 24/7 streaming news site,[ 
is here. Great, so when are the gamecasts?[ 

NOW YOU'RE THINKING, PART II 

Miramax’s 1999 Guinevere—at Guinevere 
[guineverethemovie.com] —is the first Web 
film rental to include a 24-hour “time bomb” 
expiration. Hear that, Blockbuster? 


__...JlublausDeeds_ 

MOTOR CITY CON MAN? 

[On eBay, Ted Nugent auctioned “front 
[ row” concert tickets and “dinner” with him 
[High bidders paid a staggering $1,535 for 
;30th-row seats and a brief chat with Mr. 
[Nugent. They’re suing. And why not? 

FURRY FAUX PAS 

[As Chanel unveiled its fall fashions in 
[Paris, animal-rights hacktivists defaced 
[ Chanel.com with pictures of animals killed 
[for their fur. Um... a) vandalism is wrong 
|b) Chanel’s fall collection is fur-free. 

BLAME CANADIAN TIRE 

[Jeremy Wilson runs What's Inside Jeremy's 
Wallet? [home.inforamp.net/-xeno], an amus- 
| ingly quirky site that until recently included 
[an image of Jeremy’s Canadian Tire credit 
[card. He removed it from the site after 
; Canadian Tire filed a ludicrous copyright- 


1 never surf [the Net]. 

I don't know the password' 


GEORGE HARRISON, IN A YAHOO! C! 


Top of the Net 


WEB TOPPERS 


5 DONNY OSMOND 12/61 


1 STAR WARS: EPISODE II 

2 LORD OF THE RINGS: FEI 

OF THE RING $136.57 

3 PEARL HARBOR 

4 THE MUMMY RETURNS 

$111.55 


The Guy 


Spider-Man-to-be. However, 
a revealing "open-kimono shot" of dubi¬ 
ous authenticity has fans scouring the 
Net. Start @ Tobey Maguire [dubs. 
yahoo.com/clubs/tobeymaguire] 


The Girl 


SW Mrs. Pitt is already a Web 
darling, with 31 clubs, 22 fan 
sites, and a Web ring to her 
[credit. Expect the count to rise with the 
famous Friend now coproducing and star¬ 
ring in Jen XX, an online-only chat show 
at Voxxy. Start @ Alex's Jennifer Aniston 
Heaven [geocities.com/hollywood/1044] 


The Thing 


H Take two built-to-ravage ro¬ 
bots, stick them in a ring, and 
see which survives. Welcome 
to the U.K. Robot Wars (soon appearing 
in the U.S. on MTV) and the U.S. BattleBots 
(on Comedy Central). Visit one of 19 ro¬ 
bot team sites or 10 Yahoo! Clubs to get 
a rundown of the current contenders. 
Start (a) Dangerous Machines [www. 
dangerousmachines.com] 
























Never start 
a sentence with 
“If only I could...” 


I /7? | Windows Been waiting for a better wireless Internet? Now browse, 

•—I- shop, trade and send email - even instant messages 

whenever you feel like it. Connect an HP Jornada to a Novatel Minstrel 
wireless modem, sign up for OmniSky service, and you can access the 
Internet in rich color when you’re on the go.* 


Learn how to go wireless at PocketPC.com 


x Modem and wireless service purchased separately. Check with OmniSky for service availability in your area. 
Some web site content may be unavailable. 

© 2001 Microsoft Corporal'on. Ail rights reserved. Microsoft, Owtfook, Windows the Windows logo, and Where do you wont to go today? ii'Ssit fStitSi 
are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. 

The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners. 


y Microsoft 
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W- C h a ft- O- m at i C The Explorers: A Triple Threat? 


First there was the Ford Explorer. Then Microsoft Internet Explorer all but vanquished Netscape's Navigator browser. 
Now meet Explorer...the rediner. Yes, we, too, were confused by this Web-enabled love child of Microsoft and La-Z-Boy, 
so we decided to do some comparative research. Here are our findings. Your mileage may vary. 




Reason "h' s all about making life...canoeing 
f„ r hoinn ►with an old college roommate...dasfiing 
tor Deing ft down to the video store a | itt | e easier.' 


Free download, no upholstery. 


“Do stuff faster." 


with Microsoft WebTV 


$1,049 base price, fabric upholstery. 


A butt-reclining device with a WebTV 
keyboard and receiver, built in 1976 
retro style. 


: Mort, your mailman. 


i None; "crashing" is the whole point. 


have. P* no-rollover guarantee. 
F :e n up ►it crashes. 


A worthy competitor - but rolled over it. 


Try This 


The Sopranos Mob Name Generator 


Now everyone can have a Sopranos handle. See what The Sopranos Mob Name Generator [rickmelfi.com/sopranos.htmll can do. 


George W “Weed Whacker” Bush 
Condoleezza “Twinkle Toes” Rice 
Bill “the Toweler” Clinton 
Roma “Baby Buns” Downey 
• Last four entries are courtesy of the Name ( 


Robert “the Bishop” Hanssen 
Dalai “Sweet Nostrils” Lama 
Vladimir “Hair Lip” Putin 
Osama “Danger Prone” bin Laden * 

■ at DVD.com, which now "sleeps with the fishes.” 


Britney “the Undertaker” Spears * 
Karol Jozef “the Abalone” Wojtyla 
(aka Pope John Paul 11) * 
Darth “the Blossom” Vader * 





















Or, 


a medical assistant, an aircraft mechanic, a munitions systems apprentice, an electrician, or intelligence apprentice. 
These are just a few of the hundreds of adventures that Air Force Reservists call "the best part-time job on Earth." 
Wherever you specialize, you'll find yourself on an amazing team, doing things you never dreamed possible. Stepping 
outside the daily grind and getting a whole new look at the world. Being part of the Reserve takes as little as one 
weekend a month, and two weeks a year. There are benefits like great pay, retirement plan, and base privileges. To 
discover the whole story, call or visit our website today. 


AirForce 

Reserve 


www.afreserve.com 

1 - 800 - 257-1212 






“You May Never Buy a CD Again!” 

Yahoo! Internet Ltfe, April 1999 
“Court Rules Napster Users Infringe 
on Copyrights” 

The New York Times, February 12,2001 

Teary-eyed college students grabbed Built 
to Spill outtakes by the dozen. Office 
workers clogged their fat broadband pipes 
with U2 and Dave Matthews Band cuts. 
And somewhere, a fortysomething lawyer 
downloaded just one more Paul Simon track 
The court had ruled. And though it stayed 
open temporarily, Napster as we know it 
was, by all accounts. 

The news wasn’t shocking. And the 
panic that ensued in the Napster com¬ 
munity was mostly overblown. As the 
:e said: Nothing lasts forever, especially 
unlimited free music. But a world with¬ 
out Napster isn’t a world without 

w world. A world in which you’ll 
have to find a different way of enjoying 
s. Luckily, this is possible. Download 
a different file-sharing program. Cruise 
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HERE’S HOW: 

t Log off Napster. Turn off the computer. 

2 Exit your home. (Bring money) 

3 Drive to the mall. On the way, think 
about what album you’d like to buy. In a 
record store, you don’t gather tracks willy- 
nilly; you buy them in a bulk package j 
known as an “album.” 

4 Park the car and enter the st 

5 Find the album you want. Here, they are 
sorted by genre (Rock/Pop, Jazz) and then ] 
alphabetically by artist. 

In a store, you don’t have to worry about 
nonstandard spellings of artists’ names and 
album titles. If you re looking for an album 
by Styx, you don’t need to worry that it has ' 
been filed under “Stix,” “Sticks,” or “Mike’s 
rockin mp3z.” Bob Dylan will be located 
in the D section; there is no need for you 
to check the B section. 

6 Remove the CD from the rack. Note: 
Once you are sure you are holding the 
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SAUZA. STAY PURE: 







ANALYZE THIS 


PSYCHOTHERAPIST MICHAEL FREENY 
HAS SENT THE BOY BANDS SAILING 
DOWN THE CHAT CHARTS 


Keny, Ph.D., made his 
:e 1999, Hanson and 
h assured; they ruled 

ipularity of the 
:’s weekly cc 

fabs than Freeny hi 

offer a 1 

would be of int 
males and females,” says Ft 

hy his W ebeastS-Tlavfe:yrahbcd 

as many as four of the top 10 monthly 
attendance slots at Yahoo! Chat [chat, 
yahoo.coml. 

What are people asking? “I used to 
get a lot of "What is a G spot and how 
do I find it?’ Now the questions are 
more intimate: ‘Can I stay with a man 
who betrayed me? or “Why can’t I have 
an orgasm with my boyfriend?”' Freeny 
says. Given such subject matter, it’s no 
wonder surfers may be drawn to a face¬ 
less, faraway adviser. 

When not dispensing advice, Freeny 
logs in at his own Michael Freeny 
Associates [michaelfreeny.com], as well 
as at Playboy.com and the National 
Institutes of Health [www.nih.govl. The 
self-described “super-techie” has built 
six computers from scratch—which 
may explain his easy shift to a medium 
that many of his peers eschew: 

When he’s not at the keyboard, 
Freeny tides his Jet Ski and gets in some, 
um, quality time with his 
wife of 21 years. “Sex is a 
nice way to spend time,” 
he says. ELLEN ULLMAN 


T offer a male perspective, 
which would be of interest 
to two groups: 
males ana females' 


Click! chat 
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Get a powerful IBM NetVista™ A60i desktop for an awesome price and 
an Agfa ePhoto CL18 Digital Camera FREE! 

Whether you’re headed for the working world or a college campus, an IBM NetVista 
A60i desktop can help you take every day by storm! With the latest Intel® Pentium® 4 
processor at 1.30GHz, 3 you'll have the power you need to handle the Web sites 4 and 
applications of the future. And a huge 40GB 5 hard drive can handle more than a 
bachelor’s degree worth of work or enough cover letters to land you a job. Plus, 
you’ll get outstanding service and support with every IBM product. 

48X-16X 6 CD-ROM 
56K 7 V90 modem 

Microsoft® Windows® Millennium Edition 
Lotus® SmartSuite® Millennium Edition 8 
15" monitor (13.9" viewable, Part #15MONB1) 
3-year parts/1-year onsite labor 
limited warranty 8 


"(The computer my parents 
gave me for graduation 
is so advanced, it should 
get a diploma, too! 


Buy it for only 

*1399 


1*7 

FREE Agfa ePhoto 
CL18 Digital Camera! 

FREE Agfa ePhoto CL18 
Digital Camera with the 
purchase of the IBM NetVista 
desktop featured in this ad. 


Customize Yours: 


UMAX Astra 3400 Scanner Part #19X4199 
Fast scanning of research or job listings at the push of a button! 
Built with easy plug-and-play USB technology, the Astra 3400 
captures brilliant images at 600x1200 dpi resolution. *79.99 




DIRECT TO YOU _ 

Toll free 1-866-426-0657lTbm.com/shop/M024 



Includes Windows Millennium Edition - the home version of the world’s favorite software. 

I ’Pricing shown is price available from IBM directly; reseller prices may vary. IBM price does not include tax or shipping and is subject to change without notice. ’Financing available to US residents on approved credit through MBNA America Bank, 
[ N.A. Example based on a purchase price ot $1,399.00 at an Annual Percentage Rate (APR) of 14.99% for 48 monthly payments of $18.00. Actual payment will depend on the total amount ot loan, term and rate. MBNA will set your APR between 14.99% 
and 27.99% based on your creditworthiness. MBNA reserves the right to increase or decrease your APR. An APR change will increase or decrease your payment term, but will not change your monthly payment. There Is a transaction fee tor all advances, 
I including access checks, direct deposit and balance transfers, equal to 3% of each advance (fee; min $5; max $30). There is no transaction fee for IBM purchases billed directly to your account. ’MHz/GHz only measures microprocessor internal clock 
speed; many factors affect application performance. -Requires separate Internet access account. “GB equals one billion bytes when referring to hard drive storage capacity; accessible capacity may be less. ‘CD-RW, DVD-ROM and CD-ROM drives list a 
1 variable read rate. CD-RW write and re-write speeds vary and list only the maximum possible. Actual CD-RW, DVD-ROM and CD-ROM speeds will vary and are often less than the maximum possible. The read and write results of the CD-RW drive 
depend on the quality and characteristics of the CD-R and CD-RW media used. Poor results may be obtained with some media suppliers. 'Designed to be capable of receiving at up to 56Kbps with compatible phone line and server equipment, and 
transmitting at up to 31.2Kbps. Public networks currently limit maximum download speeds to about 53Kbps. Actual speeds depend on many factors and are often less than the maximum possible. ‘Some software may differ from its retail version (If 
available), and may not include user manuals or all program functionality. For non-IBM software, applicable third-party licenses may apply. Warranty, service and support for non-IBM products, if any, are provided by third parties, not IBM. IBM makes 
no representations or warranties regarding non-IBM products, "For terms and conditions or copies of IBM's Statement of Limited Warranty, call 1 800 772-2227 In the US and in Canada call 1 800 426-2255. Telephone support may be subject to 
additional charges. For warranties including onsite labor, customer may be asked certain diagnostic questions before a technician is sent. IBM reserves the right to alter product offerings and specifications at any time, without notice, All IBM product 
names are registered trademarks or trademarks of International Business Machines Corporation. Lotus and SmartSuite are registered trademarks of Lotus Development Corporation, an IBM company. Intel, the Intel Inside logo and Pentium are 
registered trademarks of Intel Corporation. Microsoft and Windows are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. Other company, product and service names may be trademarks or service marks of others. ©2001 IBM Corp. All rights reserved. 
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SAVE TIME, SAVE MONEY 



REUNION TIME 

SATISFY YOUR MORBID CURIOSITY 
ABOUT OLD PALS 
USING THESE WEB SERVICES 


Whatever happened to...? 

Now there’s a handful of alumni net¬ 
work sites that help you reach out to old 
friends, acquaintances and otherwise, via 
the safely noncommittal method of 
e-mail (no reunion required). We looked 
at four of the most popular sites: Alumni.net 


ClassMates.com, ClassReunion.com, and 
GradFinder [gradfinder.com]. Most let you 
post family pictures, list your e-mail address, 
and brag about your successes; some even 
let you make your own Web page. Surf the 
possibilities and find the best place to hook 
up with the old school gang online—or 
just lurk, knowing that there are some 
remembrances of things past that are best 
left unexplored. LYNN GINSBURG 



An E-Bill Debut 

0 You've been able to pay 

dler. But why do those dun¬ 
ning notices still arrive via snail mail? 
Several Web services, including Paytrust 
[paytrust.com] and Paymybills.com, 
have paved the way for online bill 
delivery. Now CheckFree Icheckfree. 
com], the granddaddy of online pay¬ 
ment systems, will be rolling out its 
own online bill presentment service. 
Starting this summer, select businesses 
that are affiliated with CheckFree will 
be able to e-mail 
bills directly to 
CheckFree users, 
who will then 
be able to settle 
the bills simply 
by clicking on 
the "pay" link. 

Though no par¬ 
ticipating busi¬ 
nesses could be confirmed at press 
time, possible partners include such 
existing CheckFree affiliates as Yahoo! 
Finance [finance.yahoo.com]. At long 
last, progress. megan gerrity 

I Call Your Name 

Type Amazon into your 
browser bar and you get 
Amazon.com; if only it were 
that easy for people look¬ 
ing for you. That’s the logic behind the 
extensible Name Service (XNS) from 
OneName lonename.com]. This nascent 
system lets you consolidate your e-mail 
address(es), phone and fax numbers, 
and Web address(es) under a single 
umbrella - your own name. If you're 
worried about this heightened level of 
access, relax: XNS lets you specify 
who’s privy to your profile. But great 
technology alone won’t make OneName 
successful: It must enroll a sizable num¬ 
ber of people in order to really take 
off. Join now and you can most likely 
get your name - before some other 
Jeff Smith or Mary Jones does. l.g. 
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STILL WAITING FOR HIGH¬ 
SPEED INTERNET ACCESS? 


f JUST LOOKUP. 



Tired Of waiting for broadband? StarBand, is here now. StarBand is the 
first company to deliver two-way, high-speed Internet access via satellite to 
consumers. It's always on and it's available virtually everywhere. If you can 
see the southern sky. you can get StarBand. Just look up,. 




y 

STARBAND 


Get StarBand. Internet service today. 

Go towww.StarBand.com or call 1-80(MStarBand! 








Click! ^incredibly useful sites 

THIS MONTH'S MOST PRACTICAL DESTINATIONS_ 


Prepare for 
Medical Tests 

With so much health information avail¬ 
able online, there’s no excuse for re¬ 
maining in the dark about tests your 
doctor may recommend. Before sub¬ 
mitting to a specific procedure, do some 
research at The Harvard Medical School 
Family Health Guide: Diagnostic Tests 
[www.health.harvard.edu/fhg/diagnostics. 
shtmll. Choose the category and the spe¬ 
cific test you want to learn about. Every¬ 
thing from simple throat cultures to 
bone marrow biopsies is covered. 

Consult Tourism 
Experts 

It’s one thing to ask a travel agent what 
the must-see spots are in Germany; it’s 
quite another to ask a German expert. 
That’s why the Tourism Offices Worldwide 
Directory [www.towd.coml is such a great 


Adopt an Animal 

If you’re looking for a new companion 
or you want to know how to better care 
for your current pet, stop in at Petjam. 
com. Here you’ll find search engines for 


animal shelters and veterinarians (search¬ 
able by state) as well as rescue organiza¬ 
tions (searchable by breed). There are 
also basic guides to dog and cat breeds, 
so you’ll know what you’re getting into 
before you bring the litde critter home. 
Studies show that people who have pets 
five longer—how’s that for useful! 


place to augment your 
trip planning. The site 
fists only official sources, 
such as visitors’ bureaus 
and chambers of com¬ 
merce, so you can be 
sure you’ll get quality 
information. 

Concoct 
Anything 

You may know how to 
prepare a Spanish omelet 
or beef Stroganoff, but 
can you whip up a batch of 
car wax or herbal sham¬ 
poo? Cancel that defi¬ 
ciency at Make Stuff.com 
[makestuff.coml, the site 
that shows you how to 
MacGyver all kinds of 
things out of common 
household materials, usually at big sav¬ 
ings over store prices. Insect repellent, 
herbal tea—give it a try 


Locate Secondhand 
Treasures 

Online auction sites let 
you find collectibles 
and antiques, but they 
don’t really offer a 
serendipitous brows¬ 
ing experience. If you 
enjoy digging through 
bins yourself, hoof it 

ket. Find the ones 
closest to where you 
five by consulting the 
FleaMarketGuide.com. 
Just click on your state 
to start your search. 
The site is useful for sellers, too: Check 
out the guide for wholesalers and set 
up your own table. 


E-Mail Your 
Senator 

An even partisan split in the U.S. Sen¬ 
ate is guaranteed to generate legisla¬ 
tive excitement. If you want to follow 
along and keep track of the major and 
minor players, surf to C-SPAN.org: Con¬ 
gressional Directory Icongress.nw.de. 
us/c-span/congdir.htmll. Searchable by 
state, name, committee, or ZIP code, 
this is the place to learn more about 
your congressional representatives— 
including their voting records—and 
find out how to call, write, or e-mail 
them. Make them hear you. 
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Click! ► incredibly useful sites™ 


► RISE, SHINE, AND SING 

If you'd like to get up to a different 
favorite song every day, program 
WakeMellp [upside.hypermart.net] 
to rouse you from slumber. You set it 
to play an MP3 or WAV file from your 
hard drive or to access your CD-ROM 
drive and play an audio CD track. Need 
more than a single song to get you 
going? Set up a high-energy playlist 
that will take you all the way through 
your shower and breakfast. Free. 


All the movies rated by CARA since 
1968 are listed here, so it’s great for video 

Tackle Home 
Projects 

Some folks like to buy birdhouses, while 
others prefer to saw the wood, bang in 
the nails, and paint the birdhouse 
themselves. If you’re the builder type, 
you’ll be intrigued by DIY [diynet.com]. 
You’ll find do-it-yourself projects for 
your home, car, and garden, along with 
arts and crafts ideas. Search the archive 
by keyword or category to find step-by- 
step instructions on redoing your 
kitchen cabinets, building a laundry 
rack, stenciling your own backgammon 
board, or designing a terrarium. 


► TRACK YOUR BIDS 

Everyone seems to love online auc¬ 
tions, but no one likes all the work 
involved in keeping track of several bids 
across multiple auctions. Auction 
Update Pro [thewazmo.com/software/ 
auctionupdateprol can take some of 
the drudgery out of the process. It pro¬ 
vides a single grid in which you can 
monitor all the eBay auctions you spec¬ 
ify, and an upgrade due for release soon 
will bid automatically if you want. Free. 

► COMBINE AND CONQUER 

Setting up a home network is the best 
way to share one Net connection among 
several computers, but not everyone is 
up to that challenge. SurfDoubler 
[www.vicomsoft.com/surfdoubler] is 
a simple method for distributing Net 
access among two or three PCs, as 
long as you're willing to link the sys¬ 
tems with Ethernet cabling first. The 
program can also combine several Net 
connections into one aggregated 
stream. Free to try (for 168 hours); $35 
to buy (for two PCs), don willmott 


Put History in 
Its Place 

Any encyclopedia can tell you who the 
king of France was in 1765. But to give 
this piece of trivia deeper meaning by 
placing it in its historical context, head 
for WhoWhatWhen [sbrowning.com/ 
whowhatwhenl. Start by specifying a 
date, ayear, or a name. You’ll get a graph¬ 
ical time line, which you can then 
customize to include people or events 
related to a particular topic (pop culture, 


Book Your 
Campsite 

The summer travel season is almost upon 
us, and whether you pitch a pup tent or 
park a massive RY you’re going to need 
to put your name in for a patch of camp¬ 
ground. National Recreation Reservation 
Service [reserveusa.com], a joint project of 
the U.S. DA. Forest Service and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, is the place 
to go The agencies manage almost 50,000 
facilities at 1,700 locations, so you’re sure 
to find the camping spot, cabin, or pic¬ 
nic shelter you need—although those 
coveted spots at U.S. National Park camp¬ 
grounds are not included. 


music, politics, business). 
Click on a name or event and 
you’ll be whisked away to the 
search engine of your choice 
to learn more. It’s a great 
jumping-off point for any 
kind of historical research. 


Prescreen 
Kids' Movies 

If you’re concerned about 
violence, sexual content, or 
drug use in the movies your 
kids are screaming to see, 
check their ratings. You can 
do a quick search by movie 
name and read a blurb 
describing why the movie 
earned a PG-13 or NC-17 at Reasons for 
Movie Ratings from the Classification and 
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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING.- Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 


PLEASURES 
OF THF 


70 CITIES 
700 pARTIFS 
700 TRipS TO LAS VEGAS 

(350 WINNERS AND THEIR GUEST) 


11 mg. "tar", 0.8 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method. 









FEAST 

sensuous foods 



ELIKIRS 

soul-quenching libations 

SPA 

the ort of rejuuenatlon 


RHYTHMS 


mesmerizing, hypnotic music 

ILLUSIONS 

dazzling magic performances 

MASQUERADE 

the fashion of Intrigue 

CARNIVALE 

festlual of dance, music and spirit 



Call 1-866-4Casbah 

( 1 - 866 - 422 - 7224 ) 


No Purchase Necessary. Sweepstakes eligibility limited to smokers 21 and over; 
void in FL, MA, Ml, VA and wherever prohibited by law; and expires on 8/15/01. 

For Details, Prizes, Odds of Winning and Official Rules, Call Toll Free 1-866-4CASBAH. 


% 

PLe^SURG 

To 

Burin 



Click!► old way ■ net way 


MIXING A COSMOPOLITAN 

OLD WAY NET WAY 


1 Aspiring to mix the perfect cosmo, I called a friend 
who had just graduated from bartending school—first 
in her class. She told me to mix one part vodka, one; 
part cranberry juice, a splash of Cointreau, and a squeeze of 
lemon in a shaker with ice. Strain and serve. I did, and the cock¬ 
tail was pretty darn good. 

TIME ELAPSED 20 minutes (if you have all the in-; 

gredients handy) 

COMMENTS My friend noted that triple sec maybe sub¬ 
stituted for the Cointreau. 


1 Searched for cocktail recipes and was offered a long list of 
sites. I started at Cocktail [cocktail.com], where the first recipe 
was similar but far more exact than my friend’s. 

2 The site’s Berry Cosmopolitan recipe was unbelievably 
good. You have to crush fresh berries and let them soak 
for a week in the vodka, though. Mmmm. 

Found more cosmo recipes at iDrink.com, including a vari¬ 
ation called the South Beach, which used citron vodka 
and Chambord. It was delicious. 

TIME ELAPSED I somehow lost track. 

COMMENTS The Net had dozens, maybe even hun¬ 
dreds, of variations. 

















Click! ^ old way ■ net way™ 


GETTING SHOES REPAIRED 


OLD WAY 


1 A favorite pair of dress shoes w 
1 


n dire need of soles. I: 
brought them to the shoe-repair shop in our neighbor-; 
hood. It’s nice that there’s still one around. Cost: $40. 

TIME ELAPSED idays 

COMMENTS The proprietor has been repairing shoes fof 
47 years. It shows, too: His work was excellent. 


NET U A Y 

1 A search for shoe repair turned up Repair-lt Industries, Inc. 
[repair-it-all.com], a treasure trove of fix-it kits for car bumpers. 


icarpets, and tile. However, there w 
kit for sale on the fist. 


a suitable shoe-repair I 



A1IH.W.IWII.J 


2 Mailed different pairs of shoes to two places fisted online: 

Newsole Shoe Repair [newsole.com], where a full repair job 
costs $43 and takes two to three business days, and Resole Amer¬ 
ica [resole.coml, also $43 and with a 48-hour turnaround. (Add 
jthe time it takes for shipping.) 

"7 When the shoes were returned, both pairs were as good 


TIME ELAPSED Including mailing, 8 and 6 days 

COMMENTS Resole.com specializes in repairs of brand- 
name shoes such as Rockport and Clarks. 


Similar quality, but the Old Way was cheaper and had a quicker turnaround 


REREGISTERING TO VOTE 


OLD WAY 

I We moved after the November election. In order to reg-i 
ister to vote at our new address, I called the local officd 
of the registrar of voters. I requested a form, which was sent 
to me in the mail. 

2 Filled out the form with the updated information and sent; 
it in to the registrar’s office. 

TIME ELAPSED 5 minutes on the phone, plus a few! 

minutes filling out the form and mailing it back in 

COMMENTS I could have gone to a local government 
office, but the mail was easier. 


NET WAY 

I At Yvote2000 [Yvote2000.com], I started by clicking on 
my state (California). 

2 It shot me to California Secretary of State: Online Voter Regis¬ 
tration [ss.ca.gov/elections/voteregl.html]. where you can fill 
in your information online. I did. 

TIME ELAPSED 3 minutes online, plus a minute to 

sign and mail back the required signature form 

COMMENTS Other states may not be as comprehensive 
as California for voter registration. But no matter where you 
five, you should be able to at least request the forms online. 




In California, at least, tl 


a snap online. 
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YOUR CRUSADER FOR TRUTH, JUSTICE, AND THE INTERNET WAY BY LAURA FISHER KAISER 


BUMPY ROAD TO 
"FLAT FEE" 

Q I signed up for CompuServe on a “Try 
Me” CD, which offered something like 
20 hours for $9,95 a month, I liked it, so; 
I clicked the link to upgrade to unlimited 
CompuServe and America Online for a 
flat monthly fee. I received a page that 
said my request had been accepted and 
that I would receive my AOL CD in the 
next week. I waited a couple of weeks,! 
but the CD didn’t come, so I clicked onj 
the upgrade link again. Again I received 
a verification but no CD. 

In the meantime, I had been surfing 
all over because I thought I was on the! 


unlimited program. I called CompuServe 
and was told that it had no record of my 
having upgraded. The rep also informed 
me that my bill would be $537 for those 
three weeks. I found the people at Compu¬ 
Serve to be rude and uncaring. 

PATRICIA PATTRELL 
Torrington, Connecticut 

A We spoke with Anne Bentley, AOL's 
vice president of communications, who 
says it sounds as if you might have 
neglected to specify an unlimited-use 
pricing plan when you upgraded, and 
therefore the billing defaulted to the $2.95 
hourly rate after the trial ended. "I don't 
think it could be clearer," Bentley says. 
"The fact that you need to choose a pric¬ 
ing plan is dearly marked on the trial CD 
package." However, a look at a few con¬ 
sumer complaint sites reveals that a lot 


of people have apparently been confused 
by this procedure. On PlanetFeedback.com, 
the company's report card has a D + for 
overall satisfaction. And ConsumerAffairs. 
com received so many complaints about 
CompuServe that the site divided them 
into three categories: rebate offers, cus¬ 
tomer service, and “free" trials that turn 
out to be expensive. 

"As far as I can tell, it's deceptive prac¬ 
tice," says Jim Hood, editor and president 
of ConsumerAffairs. "It’s similar to credit 
card companies that sign you up for 1.9 
percent APR, then hike it to 22.6 percent 
the next month." Hood suggests sending 
a certified letter, with a return receipt 


requested, written in a nonhysterical man¬ 
ner. "A lot of consumers shoot themselves 
;in the foot by castigating a company 
instead of calmly and factually stating what 
happened," he says. "It helps to toss in a 
sentence about how you are confident you 
can reach an amicable resolution." 

In your case, however, you can skip 
the letter: We’ve prevailed upon AOL 
CompuServe to waive the current charges. 
"We understand if people make a mis¬ 
take," Bentley says. "We certainly don't 
want people to have a terrible experience." 

A HOST OF PROBLEMS 

:Q Last August I built a Web site through; 
Hostingplans.coms $IOO lifetime deal. 
After a few months, I noticed the per- 
Emissions weren’t set right and I couldn’t 
Retrieve data from the site. I e-mailed 
Hosttngplans at least five times and never 


received an answer. Its server was also 
slowing down a lot and eventually my Web 
site (as well as theirs) stopped showing 
itp. This company seems more of a scam 
of a lifetime than lifetime Web hosting. 

DAMIANO FERRARI 
Belton, Texas 

A We hate to sound as if we're blaming 
the victim, but you could have saved your¬ 
self some grief by doing your homework. 
Checking with The Better Business Bu¬ 
reau: Central/Northern Arizona [phoenix. 
bbb.org], we discovered that Helping 
Hand Services, the ironically named par¬ 
ent company of Hostingplans, has an 
unsatisfactory record and 20 unanswered 
complaints. The founder of the company, 
Andre Skeete, did not respond to our 
e-mail and phone messages; we even 
called him at home. 

Before signing up with another Web 
hosting company, read the fine print and 
relevant links (where key disclosures might 
be buried), and make sure the site carries 
seals of approval such as the BBBOnLine 
Reliability Seal and the TRUSTe icon. Click 
on these seals; if they take you to another 
page, they're legitimate. We’re sorry we 
couldn't get your money back, but con¬ 
sider that $100 to be your tuition in the 
Internet school of hard knocks. 


Victim of an online transaction gone awry? Ask 
E-venger for help at www.Yil.com/evenger. 

GRIPES GALORE- 

© of all complaints filed 
with IFCC: Internet 
Fraud Complaint 
Center [www.ifccfbi.gov] 
between May 8 and Nov. 8, 
2000, related to online auction 
fraud. The site is a joint venture 
of the FBI and the National 
White Collar Crime Center. 


*A lot of consumers 
shoot themselves in the foot bv 
castigatina a company insteacf b 
of calmly stating what happened' 
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Belt: Johnston & Murphy 
[johnstonandmurphy.com]; boot: 
Allen-Edmonds [allenedmonds. 
com); handbag: Coach [coach.coml 

Q» My mom lives in another 
state, so shopping online for 
Mother's Day seems perfect. I 
thought I would save time hav¬ 
ing a gift wrapped and shipped 
directly to her. But how will I wade 
through the millions of products 
to find just the right one? 

A >1 To alleviate the stress of gift 
giving, enlist an online personal 
shopper. These are actual peo¬ 
ple—not just MySimon-like 
bots—trained to come up with 
the ideal gift. At Neiman Marcus: 
Assistance [neimanmarcus.com/ 
assistance], use the “Contact us” 
e-mail form or live chat to con¬ 
nect with a guide who can find 
the crystal decanter you never 
knew Mom wanted. At Lan¬ 
guage: Personal Shopping Sendees 
[language-nyc.com/language-nyc/ 
personalshopperl. a chic ex¬ 
pert can pull the perfect Pucci 
blouse, then e-mail a photo of 
it to you before she gift wraps 
it for your mother. The assis¬ 
tants at BestSelections.com: Per¬ 
sonal Shopper [bestselections.com/ 
galleria/information/pershophelp] 
find topiaries or scented can¬ 
dles, but you get the credit Two 
sites for gift inspiration are 
RedEnvelope [redenvelope.com] 
and Gold Violin [goldviolin.com]. 
And just add a .com to some 
of your favorite department 
store names—including Bloom- 
ingdale’s, Macy’s, and Nord¬ 
strom—to find plenty of unique 
gift ideas. ■ 


Need style? E-mail Warren Christo¬ 
pher at askwarren@ziffdavis.com. 


Soaked Suede Blues 


0^1 >: I bought the fabulous 
Banana Republic suede jacket 
I'd been hankering for, then got 
caught in a downpour. Can I use 
the Web for help cleaning it? 


A » First, go to the manufac¬ 
turer. In this case you can find 
product information by clicking 
on Help at Banana Republic 
[bananarepublic.com]. There 
you’re advised to take the jacket 


to a dry cleaner or leather expert 
For more tips, turn to Hints from 
Heloise [heloise.com]; she recom¬ 
mends cleaning suede by brush¬ 
ing it with nylon netting We just 
wish her site had a search engine. 
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► 6:31 pm 


To: g_rhine@chbnet.com 

Re: Qd profitability 

We're tracking at 120% of quota. 

The numbers are in from the Americas, 
Asia and Europe. 

Need to close one more safe for our 125% 
accelerator to kick in. 2 A more hours to go. 

I know we can do it. 


[ Send Now ) 


Connect now with the Palm Vllx handheld. You can drop an 
email, fax a sales report, or check inventory. You can even customize 
your favorite wireless web content with the MyPalm™ portal. Now, 
that's taking the Internet, and the world, with you. Simply amazing. 


Simply Palm 

palm.com 

















Style 


Counter Culture 


If you jump-start your day 
with a little News.com and 
caffeine, add polish with an 
elegant 1 » STAINLESS 
CAPPUCCINO CUP and 
saucer, $17 [crateandbarrel.com]. 
For the ultimate high-tech 


morning, add an automated 
2 » XI ESPRESSO machine 
by FrancisFrancis!, $500 
[tavolo.com! But Net-heads 
cannot live on java alone. 
How about a 3 » SPICE 
RACK by Angeletti e Ruzza, 


$30 [eluxury.com] and frosted 
plastic 4 » EGG CUPS AND 
SPOONS by Bodum, $10 (for 
the set of four) [marthabymail. 
corn!? This retrofuturist 
5 » TOASTER by Duaht, 
$219 [williams-sonoma.com]. 


redefines “pop” art, and it 
will keep your buns warm for 
10 minutes. Already full? 
Leave your fruit sitting pretty 
in a steel 6 » MAYA BOWL 
by Alessi, $85 [mossonline. 
com) MEAGHAN O'NEILL 
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ANNUAL 



BLUE FROM AMERICAN EXPRESS _ . . WSM 

SMART CHIP ' NO ANNUAL FEE PAY OVER TIME . . CALL 1 800 600 BLUE j§§§)| 










4 » FEED BAG 

Carry your munchies and 
tailgating supplies in this 
go-anywhere corn-husk tote 
for an impromptu picnic. $40, 
from Nordstrom [nordstrom. 
com] MEAGHAN O'NEILI 


3 »> KEEP IT TOGETHER 

Look like a winner, be a 
winner. These horse’s head 
blazer buttons will suit you 
from Kentucky to Saratoga 
Springs. $270 (set of 12), 
from BestSelections.com. 


» 

Slip your winnings into an 
alligator hip wallet, guar¬ 
anteed to remain sleek no 
matter how great the odds 
were. $395, from T. Anthony 
Ltd. [tanthony.com]. 


1 » A VIEW TO A SWILL 

Form doesn’t have to follow 
function. Enjoy discreet 
drinks a deux with this 
pewter “binocular flask.” 
$85, from Neiman Marcus 
[neimanmarcus.com]. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY DAVIES* 
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for Mail Payments Only 


lD-year/120 n 0DD-mile pi 
4WD ■ E3D hp Vb • Dual-mr 


lertrain limited warranty • Ti 
le suspension - fl00-72b-27D0 ■ 


THE AXIOM 


Go farther. 







everywhere* with Li nk 


Wireless access to your favorite Yahoo! content and 
features, including: Email, Instant Messaging, Mobile Web 
Browser and more, right at your fingertips. Full PDA 
functionality lets you conveniently manage your schedule, 
tasks and contacts. 


[UmiGsWiiiliil Yahoo! 













WRITING CLASS: 11 P.M. (AND WED 7 P.M.) 


TUE 


FANTASY BASEBALL CHAT: 4 I 


Content 

uhat to uiatch, hear, read, and play online 


LORDS OF THE HYPE 

So much buzz, so little to watch - so far 

THE THREE-YEAR LORD OF THE RINGS FLOG FEST PROMISES TO BE THE MOST FULLY 

realized online publicity campaign to date. The first trailer for the first film, this 
December’s The Fellowship of the Ring, appeared online at The Lord of the Rings Trilogy 
[lordoftherings.net] in January with some brief impressions of what we can expect as 
far as scenery—including a particularly stunning tableau of a vast army swarming over 
a plain—but litde about characters or plot. The site, which works in tan¬ 
dem with a RealPlayer channel, stores a lot of interviews with director 
Peter Jackson and his special-effects staff. However, the clips here 
leave something to be desired—you might as well be reading a transcript. 

Far more satisfying to Tolkien lovers is the short Lord of the Rings preview, 
available on the official site and as a QuickTime movie at the Apple site 
[apple.com/trailers/newline/lord_of_the_ringsl since last year. With interviews alongside 
shots of stuntmen on stilts, images from the production, and other teasers, this is the 
two minutes that has all Middle Earthlings drooling. JOSH ROBERTSON 


THE KILLER BEAN 2: THE PARTY 

There's gunplay and battle sequences 
galore in this short 3-D animated 
homage to action movies. Of course, 
this time, the hero is an angry coffee 
bean armed to the teeth, unleashing 
hell on a neighbor's all-night party. 
The story's pretty simple, but the 
quality of the animation and the atten¬ 
tion to detail are quite impressive. 
Director Jeffrey Lew spent three years 
rendering this work on his home 
computer - and it shows. A.F. 

Ifilm [ifilm.com] 

MR. BLASSIE GOES TO WASHINGTON 

Notorious cult director Jeff Krulik's 
tribute to legendary wrestler Fred 
Blassie, renowned for his staged 


Film Shorts 

PUPPIES FOR SALE Do you laugh 
without shame at Christa McAuliffe 
jokes? If so, this eight-minute tale might 
have you closing the office door and 
reaching for the Kleenex. A pet store 
proprietor Uack Lemmon, below - yes, 
that Jack Lemmon) tries to dissuade a 
young boy (Jesse James - no, not that 
Jesse James) from buying a puppy with 
a birth defect. Some may find this heart¬ 
warming ditty manipulative, but that 
won't stop them from tearing up. R.B.B. 

AtomFilms [atomfilms.com] 
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TRIBES 2 GOES TO WAR 

A new multiplayer action feast promises 
to shake the gaming landscape 

THINK OF IT AS DARWIN MEETS QUAKE. TRIBES 2 - WHICH PITS "TRIBES" OF PLAYERS 

against one another in 10 different game modes, spread across more than 50 levels— 
may prove to be the biggest, deepest, and most immersive tactical team-based shooter 
ever to grace your PC, With such enticing modes as Capture and Hold, in which 
players receive points for taking and keeping specific locations for set periods of time, 
it’s not only fun—it’s also challenging. Luckily much like Quake III Arena and Unreal 
Tournament, Tribes 2 ships with lifelike “bots” to tweak one’s skills offline against the 
game’s savvy artificial intelligence (AI). Or, if so desired, it’s possible to mix a few AI 
bots into a game with humans. Amid all the chaos, there may be some social value as 
well. As with Sierra’s two-year-old Starsiege: Tribes, this successor places a strong em¬ 
phasis on community Gamers can create custom tribes and make their own Web pages, 
construct their own levels to share over the Net, read news and post to forums, send 
and receive e-mail, or talk to one another via text or voice chat—all without ever leav¬ 
ing the game environment. Itribes2.com] (Sierra Studios, $49.95) MARK SALTZMAN 


MINE BLOWING 

Our new e-book critic looks back, and ahead, with 
Elmore Leonard's first electronic offerings 


FOR SOMEONE WHO HAS REVIEWED BOOKS DAILY FOR OVER 35 YEARS, 

the leap to scrolling through the pages of electronic books is not 
easy. There still appears to be something insubstantial about 
on-screen print, as if the letters were floating on a surface of milk 
and threatening to sink. But we’ll all have to eventually make this 
leap if we want to keep up with the way the written word is evolv¬ 
ing. And there are even some distinct advantages to reading 
on-screen, at least with programs like Microsoft Reader. You 



run-ins with the late comedian Andy 
Kaufman, features Blassie in a limou¬ 
sine with an entourage of curvaceous 
women, touring Washington, D.C., 
and promoting himself nonstop to 
total strangers. The results are pre¬ 
dictably hilarious and surprisingly 
touching, particularly when the 
wrestler gets going about his 
friendship with Kaufman. S.E. 

Planet Krulick 
[planetkrulik.com] 

Game Shorts 

TONY HAWK’S PRO SKATER 2 

What do you get when you combine 
an "ollie" with a "nose/bluntside”? 

Tony Hawk's Pro Skater 2, of course, 
the PC-friendly version of the sequel to 
1999's best-selling skateboarding 
game, featuring new skaters and 
moves, additional parks, and more 
music. More important, it also lets you 
create custom skate parks for 
swapping online. M.S. 

[activision.com/games/th2] 
(Activision, from $29.99) 

SUMMONER THQ's famous, epic role- 
playing game for the PlayStation 2 has 
hacked and slashed its way to the PC. 

In Summoner, you are Joseph, a young 
farmer who has inherited the mythical 
power to summon demons, golems, 
and other supernatural beings. The 
only real difference between this 
version and its PS2 predecessor is 
the multiplayer component - and it's 
a weak one at that. With only a 
four-player option to indulge in, 
Summoner can't hold a flame to the 
other stellar RPG options available 
for PCs today. M.S. 

[www.summoner.com] 

(THQ, $39.95) 

SHOGUN: TOTAL WAR - WARLORD 
EDITION This new version of the 
classic historical strategy game lets 
you control thousands of skilled 


tWWW2.PARENTSOUP.COM/PSCHAT/FULLl 


THU 


MUST-SEE TV CHAT: 8 P.M. 

JOIN THESE FRIENDS OF FRIENDS AS THEY CREATE 
THEIR OWN CENTRAL PERK. [TALKCITY.COM! 
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can set the type size to suit your eyes, 
highlight words in any color, and quickly 
find keywords anywhere in the text. You 
can even doodle on the page. Conve¬ 
nient for teachers, students, and n 


at any rate. 

Elmore Leonard, perhaps recogniz¬ 
ing the inevitable, has produced his first 
two e-books. Fire in the Hole and Picket Line, 
both published by Contentville Press. 
The latter—apparendy written years ago 
and now dusted off for the electronic 
age—tells the story of a Texas fruit picker 
strike and the batde lines drawn between 
those committed to the union and those 
out for themselves. If the subject mat¬ 
ter dates from a time when Leonard wore 
his politics on his sleeve, his character mod¬ 
ulation and storytelling are as masterly as 
in his mature novels. 

Fire in the Hole is more vintage Leonard, 


featuring Raylan Givens, a lawman from 
the earlier books Pronto and Riding the Rap, 
who runs afoul of Boyd Crowder, an old 
buddy he used to dig coal with in Harlan 
County Kentucky Boyd, a powderman in 
his mining days who would shout “Fire in 
the hole” whenever he blew out a mine 
shaft, has served a hitch in prison for re¬ 
fusing to pay income tax and is now 
wanted for blowing up a black church 
in Cincinnati. It's full of the quirky details 
that come to Leonard so effortlessly, 
and it’s slickly resolved in a way that is 
both logical and surprising. But the brief 
story seems to call on the author’s more 
familiar moves. It’s as if Leonard, not 
quite sure of his new medium, had scaled 
down his game and, instead of tennis, 
settled for Ping-Pong, [contentville. 
com] (Fire in the Hole, $5.60; Picket Line, 
$5.66) CHRISTOPHER LEHMANN-HAUPT 


► Music 


_ A ROYAL OFFERING 

Prince lets his fans in on the revolution 
with a pair of free downloads 


ALWAYS HIP TO THE NET, THE ARTIST SUDDENLY KNOWN AS PRINCE RELEASED TWO FREE 

secret singles at his current site, NPG Online Ltd (click on the home page’s secret 
sun icon), this past New Year’s, asking anyone who might procure them for 
more than recreational use to kick him back a portion of the booty. Only time 
will tell how this Xperiment in Honor works, but the artistic success is immediate. 
“U Make My Sun Shine” is the type of 
lush, early ’70s soul-love ballad of which 
it seems Prince can supply endless per¬ 
mutations. The retro opus is duetted 
with newcomer Angie Stone; slick, state- 
of-the-art instrumental production 
contrasts with the thinner backing 
vocals, which are reminiscent of the 
early Motown sound. The other track, 

“When Will We B Paid,” is a serious 
call for slavery reparations, originally 
recorded by the Staple Singers and 
back just in time for the headlines, 
featuring a nice 21st-century hybrid of 
heavy guitar and electronica bloops 
over a prowling funk lope. 

[npgonlineltd.com] ADAM MCGOVERN 


ENTER AT YOUR OWN RISK.) ITECHTV.COM/INTERACT/CHATI 



warriors in feudal Japan, but it adds 
much more: enhanced multiplayer 
support, a map editor, three new 
campaigns, brand-new enemies 
and buildings, and dozens of bonus 
scenarios. And now, up to eight 
players can duke it out online simulta¬ 
neously in the quest to become 
shogun. You can even create or join 
a clan and fight in a team alongside 
your friends. M.S. 

[www.totalwar.com] 
(Electronic Arts, $39.99) 



OMAHA INDIAN MUSIC If you've felt 
that what your 21st-century sound tech¬ 
nology is missing is the warmth and 
authenticity of 19th-century wax 
cylinder recordings, the Library of Con¬ 
gress's American Folklife Center feels 
your pain. The online archives of the 
Center's American Memory Project 
include the affecting Omaha Indian 
Music collection, commemorating over 
100 years of unlikely survival. A.M. 

[memory.loc.gov/ammem/ 

omhhtml/omhhome.html] 

COOLIO, "PAR-LAY 2001" It's 
supposedly a fun-in-the-sun anthem, 
but Coolio can't be said to break much 
of a sweat on this track anticipating the 
summer of our once futuristic-sounding 
year. Not so much "Dancin' in the 
Streets" as watchin' 'em roll by from a 
limo, it's an affable, mild throwaway 
that helps reinvent the art of the B-side 
for the apres-vinyl epoch. A.M. 

Musicblitz [musicblitz.com] 


n . -«.• , r . , BEACH MUSIC AND THE SURF SOUNDS: 10 P.M. 

SA I /SI J BA0 VIBES NOT WELCOME. IOLDIES.ABOUT.COM/ 

x MIKIrPFRFORM/Omirc/MPTHATHTMl 
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COMPAQ. 


HOME 



PRESARIO 1800T-1.0 

$2999* 

As low as $84 per month* 

Intel 9 Pentium 9 III Processor 1.00 GHz, 
featuring Intel SpeedStep™ Technology 
15.0" TFT SXGA+ Active Matrix Display 
128 MB SyncDRAM 
20.0 GB UltraDMA Hard Drive* 

6X DVD/CD-RW Combo Drive* 

ATI Mobility Hardware Accelerated 3D Graphics 
with 16 MB Video Memory 
56K ITU V.90 PCI Modem* 


Hi-Capacity Lilon Battery 
Integrated 10/100 BaseT Ethernet Port 
Microsoft 9 Windows 9 2000 Professional 



Personalize by choosing: 

QuikDock: Add $99 
Additional Battery: Add $99 


pentium®/// 


Compaq PCs use genuine Microsoft® Windows® 
www.microsoft.com/piracy/howtotell 

'All prices shown are Compaq Direct selling prices and Co not Include monthly Compaq.NET service fees, applicable sales tax and shippi 
priced. Retail prices may vary. Compaq is not liable for editorial, pictorial, or typographical errors in this advertisement 'Financing on appr 
Your APR may be higher. There is no fee on Compaq purchases bHjed directly to your accounUtaiwthere is an anress clrti fte of E 

rSinjttCD media, the data transfer rate may wry from 1500 to 3600 kbps. >8X DVD-ROM drives read a'mtnlmum of 4463 Kbps and: 











WATCH OUT, HERE YOU COME. 


Show the world what you’re made of. Let us build a notebook just for you. With an Intel ® Pentium ® III processor to 
boost your power. A big, brilliant display to make you larger than life. And removable drives so your notebook is as 
flexible as you are. No limits. No obstacles. Just you and your Compaq Presario r/ooT, full speed ahead. Welcome to 
a new kind of technology. Inspiration technology, available direct from Compaq. 

COMPAQ. 


Inspiration Technology 



ROAD WARRIOR 
PRESARIO I7OOT-85O 

$2199* 

As low as $62 per month* 

Intel Pentium III Processor 850 MHz, 

I featuring Intel SpeedStep Technology 
14.1" TFT XGA Active Matrix Display 
128 MB SyncDRAM 
15.0 GBUItraDMA Hard Drive' 

8X DVD-ROM Drive* with FutureBay™ Technology 
8X CD-RW Drive* with FutureBay™ Technology 
ATI Mobility Hardware Accelerated 3D Graphics 
with 8 MB Video Memory 
56KITUV.90 PCI Modem* and 10/100 Ethernet 
Hi-Capacity Lilon Battery 
256 KB Integrated "On-chip" Cache 
Personalize by choosing: 

DVD/CD-RW Combo Drive: Add $50 
Leather Carrying Case: Add $99 


JET SETTER 
PRESARIO I7OOT-75O 

$1579* 

As low as $44 per month* 

Intel Pentium III Processor 750 MHz, 
featuring Intel SpeedStep Technology 
13.3" TFT XGA Active Matrix Display 
64 MB SyncDRAM 
10.0 GB UltraDMA Hard Drive 1 
8X DVD-ROM Drive 3 with FutureBay™ Technology 
ATI Mobility Hardware Accelerated 30 Graphics 
with 8 MB Video Memory 
56K fTU V.90 PCI Modem* and 107100 Ethernet 
Hi-Capacity Lilon Battery 
256 KB Integrated "On-chip" Cache 
Personalize by choosing: 

Additional Ulon Battery; Add $99 
QuikDock: Add $99 


WEB SURFER 
PRESARIO 1200T-700 

$1299* 

As low as $37 per month* 

Intel Pentium III Processor 700 MHz 
12.1“ TFT SVGA Active Matrix Display 
64 MB SyncDRAM 
10.0 GB UltraDMA Hard Drive* 

8X DVD-ROM Drive* 

Trident CyberBlade Hardware Accelerated 3D Graphics 
56K ITU V.90 PCI Modem* 

NIMH Battery 

256 KB Integrated "On-chip" Cache 
Personalize by choosing: 

Compaq Carrying Case: Add $39 
Additional A/C Adapter w/Powercord: Add $39 


GRADUATE 

PRESARIO 1200T-766 

$999* 

As low as $28 per month* 

Intel Celeron™ Processor 766 MHz 
12.1" TFT SVGA Active Matrix Display 
64 MB SyncDRAM 
6.0 GB UltraDMA Hard Drive 1 
24X Max CD-ROM Drive* 

Trident CyberBlade Hardware Accelerated 3D Graphics 
56K ITU V.90 PCI Modem* 

NIMH Battery 

128 KB Integrated "On-chip" Cache 



Notebook Backpack: Add $59 


>> Buy direct from Compaq 1 - 888 - 593-5416 | compaq.com/athome 

toll - free 


achievable download transmission rates are currently unknown, may not reach 56 Kbps, and will vary with line conditions. 5 24X Max CD-ROM data transfer rates may vary from 1500 to 3600 Kbps. ‘8X CD-RW drive data transfer rates may vary as follows: for recording to CD-R media, 
the data transfer rate may vary from 150 to 600 Kbps; for writing to CD-RW media, the data transfer rate may vary from 150 to 300 Kbps; for reading to CD media, the data transfer rate may vary from 1500 to 3600 Kbps. Microsoft® Windows® Millennium Edition installed. Compaq, the 
Compaq Logo, and Presario are registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, and FutureBay is a trademark, of Compaq Computer Corporation. Inspiration Technology is a trademark of Compaq Information Technologies Group, L. P, in the U, S. and other countries. Intel, the 
Intel Inside Logo, and Pentium are registered trademarks, and Celeron and Intel SpeedStep are trademarks, of Intel Corporation. Microsoft, MS, and Windows are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. Products and company names mentioned herein may be trademarks and/or 
registered trademarks of other companies. ©2001 Compaq Computer Corporation. 8325/05/01 









COMPAQ. 


HOME 




POWER USER 
PRESARIO 7OOOT-I.3 

$2289* 

As low as $64 per month' 

Intel® Pentium” 4 Processor 1,30 GHz 

256 MB PC800 RDRAM 

40.0 GB (7200 rpm) UltraDMA Hard Drive’ 

48X Max CD-ROM Drive 2 
DVD-R/CD-RW Drive 
56KITUV.90 Modem' 

Creative Labs 1373 Audio with 128 Voices 
JBL Platinum Speakers with Digital Audio Port 
32 MB SDR Creative 3D Blaster Gefbrce2 MX 
Compaq CV73517" Monitor (16.0“ VIA) 
Personalize by choosing: 

Klipsch THX Certified Speaker System w/Subwoofer: 
Add$154 

Compaq C3-1000 All-in-One: Print, Scan, 
and Copy: Add $249 


SPOTLIGHT 

MyMovieSTUDIO 

The Presario 7000T has everything you need to create and share 
home movies. Editing software, easy-access ports for your digital 
cameras and camcorders, plus an optional DVD-R/CD-RW drive to 
capture and play your movies on any DVD player. 


pentium®/// 


Compaq PCs use genuine Microsoft® Windows® 
www.microsoft.com/piracy/howtotell 

priced. Retail prices may vary Compaq Is no? liable for editorial! pictorial, or typographical errors in this advertisement, financing on approved credit by arrangement with Compaq Financial Services through MBNA America Bank, N.A. Payment based on a 48-month term at 14.99% APR. 
Your APR may be higher, There is no fee on Compaq purchases billed directly to your account. However, there is an access check fee of 3% of the U.S. dollar amount of each advance check ($5 min./$30 max.). 'For hard drives, GB=billion bytes. ’48X Max CD-ROM data transfer rates may 
vary from 2500 to 7200 Kbps 3 8X CD-RW drive data transfer rates may vary as follows: for recording to CD-R media, the data transfer rate may vary from 150 to 600 Kbps; for writing to CD-RW media, the data transfer rate may vary from 150 to 300 Kbps; for reading to CD media, the j 









NO TWO ARE ALIKE 


There’s just something about you that sets you apart. The same should be true of your PC. So let us build a Compaq 
Presario 7000T Internet PC just for you. With special features like MyMovieSTUDIO, so you can explore your talent as a 
filmmaker. Or an Intel* Pentium* III processor to power your ideas. Because with PCs, as with people, it’s what’s inside 
that really counts. Welcome to a new kind of technology. Inspiration technology, available direct from Compaq. 

COMPAQ. 

Inspiration Technology 


ENTREPRENEUR 
PRESARIO 5OOOT-933 

$1459’ 

As low as $41 per month* 

Intel Pentium III Processor 933 MHz 
128 MB SyncDRAM — 

I up to 11 MB Shared for Video 
: 40.0 GBUItraDMA Hart Olive' 

| 48X Max CO-ROM Drive* 
j 8X CD-RW Drive* 

: 56K ITU V.90 Modem* 

I 10/100 Network Interface Card 
J ESS Allegro Integrated PCI Audio 
JBL Platinum Speakers with Digital Audio Port 
2X AGP w/64-blt Hardware Accelerated 3D Graphics 
Compaq CV73517" Monitor (16,0" VIA) 

Microsoft® Office 2000 Small Business® Edition 
Personalize by choosing: 

Compaq CV93519" Montor (18,0" VIA): Add $140 
Compaq A1500 All-In-One: Print, Fax, Scan, 
and Copy: Add $299 


PHOTO ENTHUSIAST 


PRESARIO 5OOOT-933 


$1249* 


FAMILY CHAMPION 


PRESARIO 5OOOT-866 


$979* 


As low as $35 per month* 

Intel Pentium III Processor 933 MHz 
128 MB SyncDRAM — 
up to 11 MB Shared for Video 
30.0 GBUItraDMA Hard Drive' 

48X Max CD-ROM Drive* 

8X CD-RW Drive* 

56K ITU V.90 Modem* 

ESS Allegro Integrated PCI Audio 
JBL Platinum Speakers with Digital Audio Port 
2X AGP w/64-bit Hardware Accelerated 3D Graph 
Compaq CV73517" Monitor (16.0" VIA) 
Personalize by choosing: 

Compaq S4/100 Scanner: Add $99 
Compaq IJ1200 Color Inkjet Printer: Add $129 


As low as $28 per month’ 

Intel Pentium III Processor 866 MHz 
128 MB SyncDRAM — 
up to 11 MB Shared tor Video 
30.0 GBUItraDMA Hart Drive’ 

48X Max CD-ROM Drive* 

56K ITU V.90 Modem* 

ESS Allegro Integrated PCI Audio 
JBL Platinum Speakers with Digital Audio Port 
2X AGP w/64-bit Hardware Accelerated 3D Grt 
Compaq CV53515" Monitor (13.8" VIA) 


WEB SURFER 


PRESARIO 5OOOT-7OO 


$779* 


As low as $22 per month* 

Intel Celeron™ Processor 700 MHz 
64 MB SyncDRAM — 
up to 11 MB Shared for Video 
10.0 GBUItraDMA Hard Drive’ 

48X Max CD-ROM Drive’ 

56K ITU V.90 Modem* 

ESS Allegro Integrated PCI Audio 
JBL Platinum'Speakers with Digital Audio Port 
2X AGP w/64-bit Hardware Accelerated 3D Graphics 
Compaq CV53515" Monitor (13.8" VIA) 

Personalize by choosing: 

Monsoon MH-500 Speaker System w/Subwoofer: 
Add $54 

Compaq CV73517" Monitor (16.0" VIA): Add $70 


>> Buy direct from Compaq 


1 - 888 - 549-9786 

toll - free 


' data transfer rate may vary from 1500 to 3600 Kbps. ‘ITU V.90 modems are designed only to allow faster downloads from K56flex- or V.90-compliant digital sources. Maximum achievable download transn 
conditions. Microsoft® Windows* Millennium Edition installed, Compaq, the Compaq Logo, and Presario are registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Inspiration Technology is a trademark of Compac 
Inside Logo, and Pentium are registered trademarks, and Celeron is a trademark, of Intel Corporation. Microsoft, MS, and Windows are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. Products and company 
companies. ©2001 Compaq Computer Corporation. 8325/05/01 
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cool tools < 


ultimate accessories for the digital life 


CAPTURE AND RELEASE 

The Kodak mc3 isn't an outstanding digital still camera; it isn't an out¬ 
standing digital video camera; and it isn't an outstanding MP3 
player - but the fact that it tackles all three tasks at a bargain price is 
impressive. It's designed for on-the-go Net-sawy types who want to 
take a few snapshots or get a couple of minutes of video and then 
rush home to share them online (listening to music all the while, one 
supposes). $299 (64MB); $229 (16MB) kodak.com 

■ 
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SPORTS CHAT 

We’re one giant step closer to the shoe phone. Nike is in the walkie- 
talkie business with its sleek PSCICommunicate radio, so sports nuts 
can stay in touch with one another across the ski resort or the skate¬ 
board park. The device has several distinct call alerts, offers current 
weather conditions at the touch of a button, and is backlit for overnight 
camping trips. Need to keep both hands on your sailboat's rudder? No 
problem. There's a voice-activation mode, too. $89 nike.com 


. 

























cool tools < 



A TRIPLE-WIDE WORLD 

How much do you love the Net? Enough to want it to wrap halfway 
around your head and envelop your peripheral vision? The gigan¬ 
tic Panoram PV230 DSK is actually three 15-inch flat panels in one, 
giving you a single, sweeping 38-inch view that's pretty much seam¬ 
less (less than half an inch separates the displays), or as many 
multiple windows on your work as you can stand to stare at. $9,995 
panoramtech.com 


LIGHT WRITE 

The see-through Cross Convergence pen is sure to earn you some 
stares across the conference-room table. That red glow emanating from 
the fat end is a bar code reader. What's it for? The pen comes with soft¬ 
ware, the much-hyped CueCat technology, that lets you scan codes in 
newspaper and magazine ads to see related material online. Scan all 
day (the pen stores up to 300 codes), and then zap the codes into a 
receiver that you connect to your PC. $90 cross.com 
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PC COMPATIBLE • MAC COMPATIBLE • USB SUPPORT • MULTIPLE FORMAT PLAYBACK 


This is 


Not Your Daddy’s Jukebox 



save your change for the parking meter 


Imagine all your music, wherever you go, | 
in one hand-held portable device. Using * 
your computer, you can rip songs from *, ‘ 
your favorite CDs, download music \ 

over the Internet, and store it all on >Lj 

the NOMAD* Jukebox. NOMAD 
Jukebox holds up to 100 CDs at 

128kbps MP3 encoding or up to 200 CDs at 64kbps 
WMA encoding. Built-in EAX™ audio technology and 
FourPointSurround™ speaker support give you 
the ability to customize your music for the 
most immersive desktop or home audio 
\ environment imaginable. Let’s face it, all 
Tm this coupled with intuitive navigation, 
% massive storage, and a line-in jack for 
^fo' £> \\ recording, makes NOMAD Jukebox 

O 1 the only audio equipment you’ll ever 
BBr need to own. 


Visit www.nomadworld.com 


creative 


i property of their respective holders. Actual product may differ slightly from that pi 


ative Technology Ltd. The Creative logi 














find it 


If you’ve ever clicked to a Web 
address only to be faced with the 
cryptic “Not Found” error, take 
heed. Although the site may have 
passed on to the great server in 
the sky, you can still connect to 
it—and without the help of a 
Ouija board. 

The free browser toolbar Alexa 
[alexa.com] gives surfers access to 
a vast database of archived Web 
pages. Chances are the missing 
link you’re looking for is in its 
records, preserved for eternity 

If you use either Microsoft 
Internet Explorer (5.x or later) 
or Netscape Navigator (4.x or 
later), you already have the Alexa utility at your disposal; it’s built 
right into your browser, and can be accessed by clicking the What’s 
Related button (Netscape) or Show Related Links (Explorer). 

Alexa donates copies of its stored sites to The Internet Archive 
[archive.org], which houses 1 billion Web pages. The service is free 
to researchers but requires that you register before using it. Al¬ 
though it’s a useful site, you’ll need Unix programming skills to 
truly take advantage of it. 


If the word Unix means nothing to you, go to Google [google.com] 
instead. The search engine provides surfers with access to mil¬ 
lions of archived Web pages; click the “cached” link at the end of 
a search result to view them. 

If all else fails, you can try to find a missing page by truncat¬ 
ing the address. For instance, if you couldn’t access the image 
[www.Yil.com/officepartY99.jpg], try clicking to [yil-com], where you 
might find a link to what you’re searching for. CHARLES PAPPAS 


SITES CAN ALWAYS COME BACK, 


quick tips 



UNIVERSAL ACCESS 

Thanks to a new service at GoToMyPC 
[gotomypc.com], surfers can remotelY 
control their PC from any other Net-con¬ 
nected computer. Log in to your work 
system from home, or vice versa, and 
access programs (e.g„ Lotus Notes or 


Adobe Photoshop) as well as your per¬ 
sonal documents and files. Until May 1, 
a beta version of the service is being 
offered to users at no cost. However, the 
site expects to charge anywhere from 
$10 to $20 monthly for the service there¬ 
after. GoToMyPC requires that your sys¬ 
tem be running Windows 95, 98, NT, 
2000, or ME, and Internet Explorer 4.x 
or Netscape Navigator 4.x._ 


TOOLING AROUND YOUR PC 

If your 56Kbps connection to the Net is 
puttering along, chances are that 
your modem settings are screwy. 
With System Mechanic [iolo.com], you 
can optimize those settings. You can 
also delete browser history files and se¬ 
curely uninstall programs from your PC. 
System Mechanic is free to try for 30 
days and $60 to buy ._ 
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WHEN E-MAIL SIMPLY 
HAS TO GET THERE THE SAME DAY 



01 


certified e-mail 


Despite what many surfers think, e-mail does not travel direcdy 
from computer A to computer B. Along its way, it passes through 
mail servers, which are devices that manage, store, or relay messages. 

Whenever your ISP’s outgoing mail server or your recipient’s 
incoming mail server is experiencing technical difficulties, your 
message can be delayed or even lost. You may receive such error 
messages as “message undeliverable” or “unable to locate host.” 
Or you may not receive an error message at all. 

If you want to know for certain whether your message has 
made it to its destination, you need to instruct your e-mail pro¬ 
gram to send you a return receipt e-mail; this is certified proof 
that your message was successfully delivered. Unfortunately, not 
all e-mail programs and providers offer the return receipt option. 

If you use Oudook Express and Internet Explorer 5.5 or later, 
you’re in luck. In Oudook Express, open a New Message window 
click to the Tools menu, and choose Request Read Receipt. Ifyou 
use Netscape Navigator 4.x or later, click on the double-checked 
icon (beneath the paper clip attachments icon) in a new Com¬ 
position window and check Return Receipt. 

One final note; Although you can ask Oudook Express or 
Netscape Messenger to send you a return receipt, your recipient 
can choose to block this feature. In this case, you will not receive 
a return receipt. 



MAIL SAFE Track 
your electronic 
messages for free at 
iTraceYou.com (far 
left); when your e-mail 
goes south, look to 
ICQ for backup. 


02 


tracking service 


Ifyou cannot reliably establish a system for return.receipts using 
your e-mail program or Web-based e-mail service, check out 
iTraceYou.com. The site offers free e-mail confirmations and can 
send receipts to your existing e-mail service or program. To use 
the service, you must sign up for an e-mail account at iTraceYou.com 
and enter your messages online. The service is compatible with 
AOL Mail 6.0, Hotmail, Yahoo! Mail, Outlook Express, Netscape 
Messenger 3.x and later, and Eudora 4.x and later. 


03 


special delivery 


What do you do when virus infections and technical glitches 
reduce your e-mail systems to flaming ruins? You use an alter¬ 
native delivery system. AOL, Web-based e-mail, and instant 
messaging programs such as ICQjnay survive when regular 
servers fail. But DropChute [hilgraeve.com/dropchutel completely 
bypasses mail servers, so you can send messages directly be¬ 
tween any two computers. A trial version of DropChute Lite is 
free, and a more full-featured “Pro” version is available for a free 
15-day trial or to buy at $100. LOU DOLINAR 
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ELUDING ADVERTISING TRACKING SOFTWARE; 
REPAIRING LOATHSOME DLL ERRORS 


Q » My wife worries that companies are 
tracking her every move online. How can she pro¬ 
tect her privacy? 

A » Whether you want it or not, many pro¬ 
grams load spyware onto your PC. Spyware 
programs are notorious for tracking the surf¬ 
ing habits and preferences of Internet users, 
and they can be incredibly difficult to remove 
from your computer. If you want to dispose of 
these pesky programs, I recommend that you 
install Ad-aware Ilavasoft.de/aawl, a free PC-only 
utility that seeks out and destroys spyware. 
But be careful: Some ad-supported software 
may cease to work if its spyware is erased 
from your computer. 



Q » Each time I open a program, I get the error message "A re¬ 
quired DLL file was not found." But Windows offers no solutions 
for fixing the problem. What do I do now? 

A » Welcome to DLL hell. In very simple terms, DLLs (dy¬ 
namic link libraries) are collections of files that programs use 
to perform various functions. For example, a digital photogra¬ 
phy program may require a DLL file to communicate with your 

Why do DLL files go MIA? When you install or uninstall 
software from your PC, these files are sometimes damaged or 
erased. When this happens, the DLL file’s corresponding pro¬ 
gram cannot properly function, and you’re faced with that 
loathsome error message. 

As you pointed out, Windows provides little help for repair¬ 
ing the situation. Luckily, the fix isn’t too tricky; all you need to do 
is replace the DLL file. Several Web sites—including The DLL Archive 
lsolo.abac.com/dllarchive], DLL Star ldllstar.hYpermart.net], and 


TopFile.com—have devoted themselves to stockpiling DLLs. 
After you download a DLL file, place it in the C:\Wtndows\ 
System folder, restart your computer, and cross your fingers. If 
the error pops up again, resign yourself to reinstalling the trou¬ 
blesome software. 

Q M Can I broadcast my own music over the Internet? 

A )) Yes, as long as you promise to avoid any Broadway show 
tunes or ’80s power-rock ballads. They are verboten, or should 
be. In truth, anyone with a 56Kbps connection or better can broad¬ 
cast whatever he or she pleases over the Net. You can even launch 
your own talk-radio program online. The easiest way to get started 
is by signing up for a free account at Live365.com Here, you must 
download the site’s Studk>365-Live 2.0 software, which gets your 
transmission working and lets you add songs to your playlist with 
drag-and-drop ease. The software also keeps a log of the songs 
you’ve played throughout the day, as well as the number of lis¬ 
teners who have tuned in to your broadcast. 


aol watch 


and domains." Enter the 
domain (or specific e-mail) 
If You're tired of receiving unwanted Mail Controls. Then go to "Customize you'd like to filter out in the 

e-mail offers from miracle-abs.com and mail controls for this screen name." Add field. Click Add, and 

other solicitors, block them from send- Choose the option "Block e-mail from then Save. You might also 

ing you messages. Go to Keyword: listed AOL members, e-mail addresses, 



called Garbage Man 
fwaveop.com], an anti-spam 
plug-in for AOL 4.0 or 5.0 
that can help you manage 
your e-mail and toss out 
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ROGER EBERT 
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CROUCHING TIGER. 
HIDDEN WIRES 


,ippi 

Ann 
fees 
othe 
I beet 


As they ding to the tops of swaying trees, two characters wage a 
dead] y sword light in Ang Lees Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon. The 
trees bend toward one another and spring away The fighters 
sedjggfLn^^^Shping shaken loose, to dash their brains on the 
s Jbelo jMti n the same film, two fighters have a mar- 
rial arts battle them running up walls and floating from 

one rooftop to » asm as if freed from the laws of gravity 

When l first saw the movie, at the Cannes Film Festival in 
Way 2000, the hflSHtti 8:30 A.M. press audience burst into 
ipplause. Amazing what they can do with computers these 
days, I thought. After the movie, I sat around a table at the 

lerican PaviliJWWpliHBfacing the beach, drinking cof¬ 
fee and learnedly discussing Crouching Tiger with a couple of 
other critics. We noted that the lines of “choreography” had 
been blurred since the days of Bruce Lee and Jackie Chan 
movies, when what you saw was [ 
what they actually had done. 

Oh, we knew that some of the 
impossible martial arts feats were 
created in the editing process, in 
which many pieces of separate 
physical action were combined 
into what looked like one contin¬ 
uous motion. But the pieces were 
real—that was the point. Now, 
with digital techniques, a fight 
choreographer might storyboard 
a scene that begins with physical 
action and segues invisibly into 
computer-generated imagery. 

Somehow, such scenes, as won¬ 
derful as they might be, lost a lit¬ 
tle of their mystique, we agreed. 

We sipped our espressos happily for ignorance is bliss. I saw 
the film again at the Toronto Film Festival, and continued to 
believe that the treetop scene had been done with computers. 
In December, I interviewed Lee, and complimented him on 
the CGI work 

“What computers?” he said. “We used computers only to 
take out the wires.” 


E-action 
will never 
replace the sweat 
and strain 
of human beings 
actually doing 
things right 
there before us 
on the screen 


The wires? Of course, he said. The wires attached to the 
actors, who were physically clinging to those trees. Wires hang¬ 
ing from construction cranes out of range of the camera. And 
most of the time, he added, we are really looking at the stars 
of the movie themselves, not stunt people. In the treetops and 
on the rooftops, those are human beings flying on wires. 

“Some things you can’t do so well with computers,” Lee 
said. “Leaves and grass, many small things blowing in the 
wind, you can’t make them convincing with a computer.” 
Reality (or “analog”) may not be as slick, he told me, but it 
has an energy and feel of its own, and he prefers it. Better 
to live with imperfections, glitches, and slightly mismatched 
editing than create a scene so “real” it doesn’t seem real at all. 

Perhaps there is a lesson to be learned from Lee: Just because 
you can do something with a computer doesn’t necessarily 
mean you can do it better. And 
(here is the crucial point) doing it 
“better” may not be an improve¬ 
ment. The digital revolution is still 
on its way but in martial arts movies, 
as on the Web, I think we’ll see 
more merging of digital and ana¬ 
log, Net way and old way 

Just as e-books will never pose 
a serious challenge to real books, 
e-action will never entirely replace 
the sweat and strain, the occa¬ 
sional clumsiness and eventual tri¬ 
umph, of human beings actually 
doing things right there before us 
on the screen. 

And in every case, the vision of 
the creator will be more important 
than the medium of the creation. 

Consider the original King Kong and the recent Godzilla. 
The classic film was stop-motion animation, so low-tech 
you could see Kong’s fur ruffle from shot to shot, betraying 
the fingerprints of the animators. Godzilla was high-tech 
computer animation. The monster’s movements were smooth 
and flawless. Which movie do you want to see again? ■ 
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ANGELA GUNN 



A CODE FOR THOSE 
WHO WRITE CODE 


JmMKnat is “ethidHHkmg”? How can breaking into a com- 
purer ever be etha at* 

A: I lackers? Crackers> Let's get our terms straight. Hackers 
HBke into systems to uSSk how they work. Crackers break 
^■to systems to raise Hfty test: Did she try to take your 
Hfp edit card number? Hf . Did she take apart a program 
Had discover a maj (BSKBf Hacker. Hackers are curious. 
Crackers are criminjffi 

So hacking isn’t necessarily unethical. But cracking gives hack¬ 
ing a bad name, somuch so that the law has come down hard 
on eWfSithe most inqiffensive varieties. Enter “ethical hack¬ 
ers,” those who waWilMe between using their skills for good 
and using those skills for...well, other causes. 

Some people hack because they’re curious about how sys¬ 
tems work. Many of them—the ones who don’t believe that 
programming and Quake a well- f 
rounded geek make—ask themselves 
how hackers ought to behave. If you 
find a security hole in a site’s e-com¬ 
merce system, whom do you tell? If j 
a company knows about a bug and 
won’t fix it, how do you pressure j 
the company into making things 
right? Assuming Saddam Hussein 
has a Web site, would it be right 
to hack in and trash the joint? Who 
makes that call? 

Hackers periodically propose 
codes of ethics for themselves: Don’t i 
target small or nonprofit sites, re¬ 
port security holes to responsible 
folk and don’t exploit them, don’t i 
damage or delete files, don’t steal, L 

don’t spread lies, consider the consequences of your actions, re¬ 
spect privacy don’t discriminate. These ideas are based on codes 
of ethics for computer professionals, and that seems right to me. 
Like engineers, doctors, or lawyers, hackers have a lot of poten¬ 
tial power. The code-and-Quake crowd may not like to think 
about themselves that way, but tough. If what you’re doing can 
affect other people, you have to think about it in ethical terms. 


Like doctors or 
lawyers, hackers 
have a lot of power. 
The code-and- 
Quake crowd 
may not like 
to think about 
themselves that 
way, but tough 


To misquote National Lampoons Animal House: Fat, code-drunk, 
and stupid is no way to go through life. 

Lately the government is claiming that all hackers fit that 
description. Recent legislation makes hacking illegal—even if 
you’re doing it to figure out a problem with software you’ve 
bought. And the FBI is spearheading a plan to teach kids 
cyberethics that includes the idea that hacking is just bad; it’s 
against the law, so it’s wrong. 

Or is it? Proponents of civil disobedience through hacking, 
or “hacktivists,” would disagree. They point to a long line of 
thinkers who felt that the highest ethical good is occasion¬ 
ally positioned above the law (Think Martin Luther King Jr., 
Immanuel Kant, and Henry David Thoreau.) Their hacking 
is ethical in that sense; they’re trying to change something that’s 
wrong, even if it’s legal. The government begs to differ. 

j Hackers have a duty to act eth¬ 

ically—and sometimes, it seems, 
ethicists feel a duty to hack. Noth¬ 
ing is settled, but one thing is cer¬ 
tain: None of them wants your 
credit card number. 


Q: I would like visitors to my Web 
site to load a special cursor. 
A company called Comet Sys¬ 
tems will load the appropriate 
software onto visitors’ machines 
without making them click any¬ 
thing. Is this okay? 

A: Absolutely not. Loading soft¬ 
ware on someone else’s machine 
without permission isn’t a design 
7 issue—it’s a viral infection. If peo¬ 
ple want your cursor, they’ll ask for it. I have been picking pieces 
of a Comet Cursor “download” off my laptop for a month now, 
and I see more of the Blue Screen of Death than I do of friends 
or family members. A cranky ethics columnist is, believe me, 
no one to cross. Watch yourself ■ 

E-MAIL: angela_gunn@ziffdavis.com 
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Toothbrush. Clean undies. Yahoo! 
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ROBERT SCHEER ■ 


PRIVACY WATCH 


WE'VE GOT TO FIGHT 
THE POWERS THAT PRY 


The coll of «e modernwinomy is infonnation, gossip is the 
essence of our culture, and the snoopers into the intimate details 
of your life: * everywhere—and anyone. Privacy is a boring 
subject, taken for granted until the moment a stalker has your 
address, an employer reads your mocking e-mail, or your chil¬ 
dren a iw BwB p ached, online or in the real world, by strangers 
who krB^S much about them. 

But § is n|| just the creepy stuff The main assault on our 
P riva cy^H| from the most respectable of quarters: honest 
busines||||||| seeking to make a buck, seeing if they can match 
you up with what they’re selling or simply convert you to their 
product, candidate, or cause. 

Honest or not, they’re launching an assault on your privacy 
and that will be the assumption of this column. It is the hope of 
this columnist that you, and we, can do something about it. 

Most of the battles so far have 
been lost. For example, there was an i 
important bill passed by Congress 
in 1999, the Financial Services Mod¬ 
ernization Act, that allows banks, 
insurers, and stockbrokers to merge 
their businesses—including their 
data on you. So the guy who sells 
you insurance can poke around 
in your bank loan records or check 
your stock portfolio. An attempt 
to insert a strong privacy clause, 
giving consumers the right to choose 
whether to share their informa¬ 
tion—called “opt in”—was beaten 
back by an intense lobbying effort. 

But there’s some good news, too. 

When AOL took over Time 
Warner, the major prize was the ability to combine the 
information that the various subsidiaries of this mammoth 
new organization had gathered. The electronic footprints that 
AOL’s millions of members leave on the Internet could now be 
combined with details of their other consumer habits—whether 
one subscribes to the Playboy channel or E SPN, for instance— 
to form a devastatingly complete portrait of people’s private lives. 


It was a given that the new company’s data miners would be 
able to drill through this massive pit, unearthing and then smelt¬ 
ing all they can find about you and your neighbors. 

It didn’t quite come off as planned. A single congressman, Rep. 
Ed Markey threw a legal wrench in the works. The Massachu¬ 
setts Democrat, who has made privacy his top concern in 
Congress, remembered that there was a law restraining the mar¬ 
keting behavior of cable operators, which just happened to be 
what Time Warner was. Markey wrote to the FCC to remind 
the agency sharply, that these privacy rules apply to any other 
service offered by that cable operator. So the happy result, in 
this rare instance, is that the FCC approved the merger with those 
restraints spelled out in bold print. 

But don’t count on that being the norm in this new world, 
where personal identifying information is the richest ore to be 
mined. An army of lobbyists stands 
ready to prevent any government 
restraint on that activity. “Let us 
administer our own codes of behav¬ 
ior,” the lobbyists cry “Trust us.” 

Don’t think so. Industry self¬ 
regulation does not work because 
there are just too many overeager 
or unscrupulous folks out there who 
know the value of personal data and 
are determined to traffic in it. 

Privacy is an issue of bipartisan 
concern, and the more we learn about 
the invasions of it, the more we can 
demand in the tray of action My aim 
will be to help stoke that interest, 
keeping readers informed on what’s 
happening and how they can get 
involved. For starters, check out the ongoing coverage at EPIC.org: 
Electronic Privacy Information Center [epic.org], Center for Democ¬ 
racy & Technology [www.cdt.orgI. Junkbusters [junkbusters.com], and 
Privacy Foundation [privacyfoundation.org]. Privacy like water or 
air, is one of those things you miss only when it’s gone. ■ 


Aseem Batra [aseembatra@hotmail.com] contributed to this column. 


Industry self¬ 
regulation does 
not work because 
there are just too 
many unscrupulous 
folks out there 
determined to 
traffic in personal 
information 

















Outward Bound is a Kick-it-into-hiqh-qear,' do-it-yourself or it won't get done , 8 environmentally responsible 
adventure away from your parents . 4 


Key for parents: 'Char 


recycled t 


from your teenager. 










consultant 
contractor 
hired gun 
freelancer 
free agent 

You could call yourself a lot of things. 
Thank goodness you’ve only got one 
thing to read. 


resources ■ psychological support ■ irreverent entertainment 


Independent professionals are called all sorts of 
things nowadays. But whatever they’re called, 
there's only one magazine written just for them. 
1099 Magazine. It's chock-full of valuable 
information. Like how to find more clients. How 
to keep the IRS off your back And stories about 
other successful independents and how they stay 
that way. Best of all, it'll teach you how to satisfy 
the most demanding boss on Earth.Yourself. 

If you’re an independent professional, visit 
www.l099.com/yil to apply for a free 
subscription to 1099 Magazine. 

Whatever you're called. 
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MEMES, MOMENTS, MISADVENTURES EDITED BY LARRY SMITH 



Swapping 
to Cambodia 


Outwardly, the New Economy hasn’t 
come to San Francisco’s seedy Tender¬ 
loin district It’s hardly the place you’d 
expect to hear a io-year-old girl ex¬ 
plaining Napster and copyright 
issues, but that is exactly what 
you’d find if you ducked be¬ 
hind the door of a Tenderloin 
after-school program. In the 
nonprofit’s cramped office- 
cum-computerlab, Bopha* says 
the controversy over Napster is 
that “when you download songs, 
the singers don’t get paid,” an 
analysis she disagrees with be¬ 
cause “when you download songs, 
they’re not singing them again.” 

Then she collapses into giggles. 

Behind her are two fold¬ 
ing tables and five PCs, one of 
which has a modem. Bopha 
guesses that she and the 40 kids 
who hang out at the center have 
stashed around 400 songs on 
that computer, including tunes 
by Backstreet Boys and Britney 
Spears. Dearer to Bopha’s heart, 
though, is Lisa, whose song 
“Khmer Girl” is about being 
Cambodian American. Also on the list 
are hard-to-find groups from Hong 
Kong Vietnam, Thailand, and Cam¬ 
bodia, and a particularly syrupy boy band 
from the Philippines. Off-limits are the 
Cash Money Millionaires. “You don’t 
know?” Bopha asks. “They have cussing.” 

Credit Napster with dragging Bopha 
and her friends across the much-vaunted 


digital divide. Due, a serious 11-year- 
old boy, says his brother Duong heard 
about Napster on TV and Due figured 
out how to use the service. 

“The songs on that computer don’t 
belong to anybody” says Tuan, 12. “It’s 
almost like they belong to the com¬ 
puter.” He likes to download strange 
novelty songs like “Kick My Dog” 

“Napster was our lifesaver,” says Thi, 


BASE BUZZ Even if you missed the original, you've 
probably seen the parodies of All Your Base Are 
Belong to Us [www.allyourbase.org], a Shockwave 
spoof of the video game Zero Wing. Make your time. 

a 20-year-old staffer, adding that none 
of the kids can afford to buy CDs, and 
many of the songs that connect them 
to their Asian heritage are not under 
U.S. copyright anyway And while Nap¬ 
ster’s freewheeling days are over, things 
are still looking up at the center; it just 
got a CD burner. LISA MARGONELLI 
'Names of people under 21 have been changed. 


TRICKS & KICKS 


101 Things to 
Do with a 
Dead CueCat 

Give a geek a computer she has to 
open up and fix, and she’ll complain 
every time she pops the box. Give a 
geek a piece of electronics she’s not 
supposed to tamper with and— 
voila!—a challenge! 

An increasing number of cheap 
electronic goods are turning out to be 
hands-on affairs. MIT graduate stu¬ 
dent Marsette Vona beheld the Boo¬ 
gie Bass—a rubber fish (all the rage 
this past Christmas) that sings when¬ 
ever something moves past its motion 
sensor. Vona decided that though it 
was mildly entertaining when it war¬ 
bled “Pretty Fishy” to the tune of “Pretty 
Woman,” it would be worthy of its 
own Web page. Boogie Bass Hack 
[www.ai.mit.edu/-vona/bass/bass. 
htmll, only after he reprogrammed it 
to proclaim simply “Pork.” 

But if you really want to inspire 
the hacking crowd, try pissing them 
off. Just ask Digital Convergence 
[digitalconvergence.com], the Texas- 
based manufacturer of a bar code scan¬ 
ner called the CueCat [cuecat.com], a 
feline-shaped gizmo intended to be 
placed next to your keyboard. Last fall, 


Trust us 

genochoice.com 

planetoftheapes.com 

bushYbarneY.tripod.com 

scarYSquirrel.org 
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the company started distributing 
io million free CueCats through 
stores and to subscribers of magazines 
like Wired and Forbes, hoping readers 
would roll them over the printed page 
to scan for “enhanced” Web content 
(read enhanced ads). A bar code reader 
was housed in a shell that looked like a 
fat pen, a thin mouse, or (according to 
one publication) a marital aid. To use 
the Cat, people had to register the 
accompanying software, giving personal 
information, from their computers, 
which would then send data to Digi¬ 
tal Convergence on what each 
Cat scanned. In other words, 
CueCatters would be feeding 
the company data on their 
own surfing habits. Bad kitty 

But the company failed 
to foresee that the combi¬ 
nation of free electronics 
and privacy-shrinking data- 
gathering would make 
hacking their Cat virtual 
catnip. Geeks frolicked with 
their electronic pets, and a 
number of Web sites doc¬ 
ument their handiwork. 
Approaches to animal hus¬ 
bandry included dipping 
Cats in acetone, squeezing 
them in vises, and mount¬ 
ing them on windshield 
wipers. All of this is joy¬ 
ously recounted at sites like 
Killing Your Cat: Your Guide 
to Catricide [killcat.com] 
Meanwhile, Dissecting the 
CueCat [air-soldier.com/-cuecatI gives 
simple, step-by-step instructions 
that tell how to remove the unique 
serial identifier inside the device. 

Still, some prefer to let sleeping 
Cats lie. One user proclaimed, “I liked 
mine so much, it’s been lying on my 
floor since I plugged it in.” Think of 
it as the digital equivalent of having 
your CueCat spayed. ANGELA GUNN 


E-CARD: JORDAN 


Where the 
Boys Are 

Small Internet cafes with names like 
Sinbad or al-Kawthar are tucked be¬ 
side spice sellers, bookstores, trinket 
hawkers, and barbers in the bustling, 
winding streets of downtown Am¬ 
man. Inside cramped cafes that smell 
of coffee ground with cardamom, 
young men surf the Web, send e-mail. 


and enter chatrooms. While hoping 
to promote Internet literacy nation¬ 
wide, Jordan’s government is also 
wrestling with restrictions on a 
popular side of cyberspace—pornog¬ 
raphy Local papers show King Abdul¬ 
lah 11 opening computer centers for 
people of all ages, while previous sto¬ 
ries described a now-retracted cyber 
cleanup plan worthy of Giuliani’s 


New York Young men, it seems, some¬ 
times use the Web to peek at porn, 
which is illegal. 

Many of the smaller cafes are set 
up with built-in screen tables and par¬ 
titions for privacy And the frequency 
with which sites change names and 
domains renders basic filters ineffec¬ 
tive. So out came the leashes. 

The now-trashed regulations 
would have forced the country’s 132 
Internet cafes (285, unofficially) to 
keep records of user names and be 
able to track all applications and sites 
browsed. As it stands, Internet cafes 
are off-limits to those under 16, and 
they must be at least 200 meters from 
the nearest mosque—stigmatizing 
the Internet as sleazy. 

Yet Internet cafes provide cheap 
and easy cyberaccess for a country 
whose citizens earn, on average, less 
than $2,000 a year. About 17 percent 
of all dial-up subscribers in Jordan 
use Internet cafes to access the Web. 
The new rules could have restrained 
brazen boys, but they could also have 
held back more morally cautious 
users—and thus held back King Ab¬ 
dullah I I’s dream of making the an¬ 
cient home of the Bedouin a viable 
technology hub. 

“They are called Internet cafes, but 
they are the furthest thing from being 
coffee shops. Those are the libraries 
of the future,” says a statement from 
the Reach Advisory Council, a group 
dedicated to ensuring collaboration be¬ 
tween the public and private sectors 
on IT development. 

With cybercafes’ popularity boom¬ 
ing, some Jordanians think The Guin¬ 
ness Book of World Records should take 
note of a street in the town of Irbid, 
which they think must liave the most 
Internet cafes of any street in the world 
It’s a tide that demonstrates the reach, 
but belies the strain, marking Jordan’s 
cybersearch. HEATHER BOURBEAU 



NEW ZOO REVIEW Your little nephew got an e-mail 
address? Tip him off to Bembo's Zoo [bemboszoo. 
com], a Flash-animated site where Bembo letterforms 
are magically transformed into abecedarian animals. 
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AMERICA, ONLINE 


Dog Bites 
Man 

It’s a typical Saturday night in the 
East Dallas neighborhood known as 
Lower Greenville, where the area’s 
trendy barhoppers par-tay, exchange 
digits, and relieve themselves on the 
lawns of nearby upscale homeown¬ 
ers. Which is exacdy the sort of mad¬ 
dening episode that inspired local 
resident Avi Adelman to 
launch BarkingDogs.org. The 
community action site rails 
against illegal parking, code- 
violating restaurants and 
bars—and, of course, drunks 
who fertilize the Bermuda 
rye. The latter are caught 
on camera with their pants 
down by Adelman’s roving 
crime-watch patrols. Most 
do not appear to be smil¬ 
ing on Adelman’s very can¬ 
did camera. 

On this evening, the cul¬ 
prits are indignant. “What 
are you going to do with 
those pictures?” one woman 
asks a BarkingDog pho¬ 
tographer, who prefers to 
remain anonymous. “Post 
them on the Web,” he 
replies. “You’re going to put 
those pictures on your Web 
site?” she yells, hoisting up 
her britches. “Oh, no,” he assures 
her. “I run a conservative, family- 
oriented Web site. However, my 
friend Avi here has absolutely no 
class whatsoever, and he will post 
them by 5 a.m.” 

Adelman’s site—a mix of news, 
the latest crime blotter, opinion, and 
pictures of the whiz kids presented 
in the style of MasterCard’s “price¬ 


less” commercials, done in Flash and 
set to a highly appropriate sound 
track—engenders rage from those 
who view him as an online vigilante. 
Most bar owners hate him, and some 
Dallas City Council members—who 
themselves are frequent targets— 
recently acknowledged seeking legal 
counsel to see what recourse they 
had against BarkingDogs and other 
neighborhood sites. Adelman has 
already had two threats of law¬ 
suits, been physically attacked, and 
had his truck keyed. 


But through it all Adelman remains 
unrepentant—and unrelenting. “I’m 
sure Net activism is being used 
improperly in some places,” he says. 
“In fact, the bars are probably say¬ 
ing I’m doing that now. But our 
research is clearly attributed. Then 
it is up to the readers whether to 
take action. The bottom line, for us, 
is the truth.” ERIC CELESTE 



FIGHT OF THE MONTH 

Pruning Pussy 

THE PROTAGONIST » Bonsai Kitten 
[bonsaikitten.com], a subtly satiric 
Web site that teaches visitors how to 
"shape" their cats by growing them 
inside glass containers that artfully 
constrain the growth of the feline. 
"Just as a topiary gardener produces 
bushes that take the forms of animals 
or any other thing," explains the site, 
“you no longer need be satisfied with 
a house pet having the same 
mundane shape as all other 
members of its species." Yes, with 
just a glass jar and a feeding tube, 
you, too, can own a square kitty cat! 

THE CHARGE » Cruelty to animals. 
The Humane Society of the United 
States (HSUS) launched a campaign to 
efface Bonsai Kitten from the Net. So 
far, it's persuaded at least two ISPs to 
remove the site from their servers - 
despite the fact that the HSUS is well 
aware that Bonsai Kitten is a fake. The 
organization is still "concerned that 
someone will attempt this form of ani¬ 
mal abuse for real." 

RELEVANT QUOTE » Says the 
pseudonymous Bonsai Kitten proprietor 
Dr. Michael Wong Chang, “We're a lit¬ 
tle sympathetic for all the credibility 
they've lost, but if they want to devote 
their resources to harassing satirists 
instead of protecting animals, that's 
their own business." 

NO, WAIT, IT GETS EVEN BETTER » 

The FBI, at the behest of the animal 
lovers, has also launched an investi¬ 
gation into Bonsai Kitten. Why, exactly? 
Louis Freeh and friends won't comment, 
but we suspect the bureau believes that 
irony is illegal. JANELLE BROWN 
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HEART OF THE NET 


ORDINARY PEOPLE DOING EXTRAORDINARY THINGS BY JEREMY CAPLAN 

WEAVING A WIDER WEB 

An enterprising Web designer aims to bring the Internet to developing nations 



ft population has never made a phone 
I undcrstancHde that, for much of the globe, the 

_ I still just a rumor. But 30-year-old Partha Pratim 

■r. of 1 )haka, Bangladesh, is trying to change all that. As 
a boy, Sarkt r (photo, below) never dreamed of owning a com- 
n Bangladesh typically requires about 
average income. When he was finally able to save 
to acquire a PC for his home, his mother refused 
e keyboard, fearing it might electrocute her. 
st a few short years after 
: first computer, Sarker 
tngladesh’s brightest 
ihnology firmament. 

In addition to winning numerous 
awards for Web design and Inter¬ 
net innovation, he has consulted on 
the Bangladeshi government’s Web 
sites. He also received a global dis¬ 
tinction trophy from the king of 
Sweden at the Nobel Hall in Stock¬ 
holm-all after just three years of 
teaching himself basic Web de¬ 
sign, as well as some formal train¬ 
ing in the Netherlands, where he 
was invited to study based on his 
achievements in secondary school in Bangladesh. 

At 21, Sarker was an overachieving student of international 
relations when he first laid hands on a computer at a friend’s 
house. Four years later, he received his first e-mail and started 
wondering how he might be able to use the Web. “We cannot 
remain indifferent to technology,” Sarker says now, speaking 
from Oxford Brookes University in England, where he is pur¬ 
suing an advanced degree in electronic media. “We cannot let 
these opportunities pass by the people of South Asia” 

Like many others, Sarker believes that innovative uses of 
technology can raise the standard of living throughout the 
Indian subcontinent. To this end, a year ago he joined Freder¬ 
ick Noronha, an Indian journalist, in founding an online net¬ 
work called Bytes for All [bytesforall.org]. which explores how 
new technologies can address some of South Asia’s chronic 
problems. For example, the site solicits innovative proposals 



for alternative construction technologies that could help 
buildings withstand earthquakes of the sort that in January 
killed thousands in western India. 

Bytes for All recently reported that India will partici¬ 
pate in the first phase of the Health InterNetwork for 
Developing Nations, an online health network initiative of 
U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan that aims to deliver 
free, instant medical information and assistance to 130 
developing nations. The Bytes for All newsletter, which 
goes out to hundreds of interested 
techies worldwide, is part of the 
organization’s effort to build a sta¬ 
ble communications network that 
will freely disseminate information 
from Third World countries to the 
rest of the globe. The site itself is 
maintained by a group of volun¬ 
teers from Pakistan, India, and 
Nepal. Though Noronha and Sarker 
regularly update the site, the two 
have never actually met in person. 

Obstacles remain in the quest to 
spread the benefits of the Internet, 
Sarker notes. One such hurdle is the 
high cost of telecommunications. 
Because it is so expensive to access area networks, up until a 
few years ago most e-mail in Bangladesh was batched—that 
is, sent and received just once a day Language barriers are also 
a problem. More than 80 percent of the world’s Web sites 
are in English, though it is spoken by only 10 percent of the 
global population. 

Fortunately, Sarker says, telecommunications costs are 
gradually dropping, and the Indian Institute of Information 
Technology recently developed Linux translations in more 
than 19 different languages—including Bengali—which open 
the door to applications that can eventually be used by local 
farmers and businessmen in Bangladesh as well as India “South 
Asia is unlike Europe in the sense that civil societies here do 
not interact openly because of political hostilities,” Sarker says. 
“Using the Internet to maintain an open dialogue between 
South Asian peoples is vital.” ■ 
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Y-LIFE Interview Uillie Nelson 


On the Road 
With Wireless 
Willie 

He's an oid-schooi 
honky-tonk hero, but the Net 
is always on his mind 


o anyone who’s been to the “new” Las Vegas—with its pyramids, “Greenwich Village,” 
and a South Sea island—the south shore of Lake Tahoe is a revelation. The snow-cov¬ 
ered peaks and glistening lake outside the window of Harrah’s Hotel & Casino are real. 
As far as Willie Nelson is concerned, however, it could just as well be Cairo or Papua 
New Guinea, since it’s impossible to see the splendor through the fogged-up windows 
of the bus, his movable home/office, which is parked in the snowy lot behind the hotel. 
As expected, given Willie’s reputation (he famously rolled a fat one in the White 
House during a visit with Jimmy Carter), the air is thick with the smoke of two gener- 
joints smoldering in an ashtray. 

The bus is Willie’s sanctuary, more home to him than his ranch in the hill country near 
Austin, Texas, with its recording studio and golf course. At 68, and after releasing more than 
100 albums, he still plays 200 shows a year throughout the world; too much time at home 
is, he says, “unhealthy—I go a little crazy” That’s no surprise. This is the guy famous for 
singing, “I just can’t wait to get on the road again.” 

The miles pass slowly so the bus, the Honeysuckle Rose III, is better equipped than most 
people’s living rooms—with TVs and a sound system that could blow the roof off a stadium, 
never mind a bus. But less predictably sitting alongside an economy-size box of Zig-Zag 
rolling paper is a 900MHz IBM Thinkpad, fired up and crackling with a wireless modem. Next 
to that sit a printer, a fax, a Web cam, and a CD burner. It turns out that Willie Nelson’s been 
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online for 15 years, going back to a time 
when Christina Aguilera and the Back¬ 
street Boys, along with Marc Andreessen 
and Jerry Yang, were somewhere between 
kindergarten and high school. 

West Coast editor David Sheff who 
admits that he has worn out a half-dozen 
copies of Nelson’s classic Stardust CD, met 
with the singer-songwriter for his Har- 
rah’s Tahoe performances. Says Sheffi “Nel¬ 
son doesn’t disappoint. Yes, he’s got his 
long hair tied back in a red bandanna, the 
IVe-seen-good-times-rve-seen-bad-times 
creased face, and, listening to his concert 
that night, that voice—one of the very best 
in popular music. It ambles through his 
great hits, including ‘Crazy’ which he 
wrote for Patsy Cline, standards like 
‘Georgia on My Mind,’ and a topsy¬ 
turvy version of his signature ‘On the 
Road Again’—a hip-hop duet recently 
recorded with rapper Lil’ Black The 
audiences at the Harrah’s concerts 
attest to Nelson’s ability to transcend 
genres—he does country blues, pop, 
rock and classical music. There are 
rednecks, hippies, and stockbrokers 
who share little else in common than 
their devotion to Willie. This is a guy 
after all, whose fans include Ralph 
Nader and George W Bush. 

“What’s less well known is that 
Nelson is also one of the most 
wired—well, make that wireless (on 
the road he connects via Go America)— 
performers out there. His Web site, 
maintained by his children and grand¬ 
children (granddaughter Rachael Fowler 
is the webmistress), is as cool as Willie 
himself While there’s not much in the 
way of bells or whistles—no Java or 
Flash—it has a down-home feel to it 
that includes an on-the-road diary by 
his daughter Lana Nelson and a friendly, 
laid-back chatroom. Nelson says he sees 
the site, Willie Nelson [willienelson.com] 
which he promotes with a huge banner 
beliind liim at live shows—as an exten¬ 
sion of his music. ‘The Net at its best 
is like good music,’ he said, waving away 
a cloud of smoke. ‘It brings people to¬ 
gether and can take you places you’ve 
never been before.’ ” 


Y-LIFE Every musician seems to have 
a Web site these days. What's the rea¬ 
son for yours? 

NELSON WelL.everything is ww-some- 
thing, but that’s not what it means to 
me. The best thing about the Internet 
is the connection with people. The Net 
allows a connection that used to be 
impossible. An artist always used to 
be forced to go through the label or the 
network or some corporation or another, 
but the Net means that I can talk direct 
to people. The Web site is just an exten¬ 
sion of who we are. We run it the way 
we do our music—it’s pretty much a fam¬ 
ily thing. My daughters and grand¬ 


daughters do a lot of the work on the 
site, and we use it to talk to people 
who are interested in what we’re doing. 

Y-LIFE Have you always embraced new 
technology? 

NELSON It’s like life. Some people com¬ 
plain about everything new, but I say that 
you use whatever comes along. Like any- 
tliing else, you can use the Internet for 
good or ill. You can get out of it what you 
want to. There’s no evil about it. The way 
I see it it’s a liberation People have a voice 
like they never had. I watch The Spin Room 
[the CNN talk show], where people are 
part of a live discussion by way of the Net 
Everyone can get into the discussion that 
used to be exclusively for the so-called 
experts. Watching it, you get your finger 
on the pulse real quick You can have your 


say, and you can deal with other people 
directly, without the middleman. 

Y-LIFE Napster and other MP3 sites 
have divided your industry. Where do 
you stand? 

NELSON It’s all for the good. The public 
is benefiting which I always like. People 
are getting a bargain-basement price on 
all the music in the world. It won’t last, 
but go for it while it does. That doesn’t 
mean that I don’t want to get something 
back for the work I do. It will eventually 
setde in and the artists will get something 
out of it as they should. For now, I’m not 
worried about it. I’m not jumping up and 
down saying “Shoot everybody and put 
them in prison.” It’s a big world. 

Truth is, for all the complaints, 
music sales are up. We put samples 
of our records up all the time. We 
want people to stay in touch with 
what we’re doing even if they don’t 
want to buy People don’t have to 
rely on radio to hear new things. 
Y-LIFE How do you respond 
to artists who have actively tried 
to stop Napster with lawsuits? 
NELSON Everyone has a right to an 
opinion. I’m not putting ’em down. 
In principle they’re right—the artists 
should get some money But there’s 
a whole other way to look at it. The 
labels are no longer the only ones 
who can make or break an artist. 
Now a new artist can get his work out 
there. There’s a distribution system in 
place. It’s easier to get discovered on the 
Internet than down at the barbershop or 
in the comer drugstore. The power now 
is in the hands of the artist and the con¬ 
sumer, which is exactly where it should 
be. We bum our own CDs night on the 
bus! We make our own promos! I don’t 
use Napster, because I want to give artists 
their fair sliare, but I don’t fault anyone 
else for doing it 

Y-LIFE Are you concerned about pro¬ 
tecting your copyrighted material? 
NELSON Sure, but this ain’t new. There 
have always been rip-offs and always will 
You’re never going to close them all down. 
We hoo-ha about it as if it never before 
happened, but I’ve run across a hundred 


'Like anything 
else, you can use 
the Internet for good 
or ill. You can get 
out of it what you 
want to. There's no 
evil about it. The 
way I see it, it’s a 
liberation' 
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bootleg albums of mine albums I never 
seen. 1 see 'em all over the world. Who 
cares! There's nothing 1 can do about it, 
anyway. Plus it can't hurt you that bad. 
There's actually another thing that’s good 
about the Net. People always worry about 
what 1 am: country, rock if roll, blues. 
In record stores, they don’t know where 
to put the new Willie Nelson CD. On 
the Net, you can avoid all the labels. We 
can just put up our latest and see what 
people think. It can be anything. We 
came out with our newest C D, Milk Cow 
Blues, which is blues music. I play with 
people like B.B. King, Dr. John, and 
Susan Tedeschi. People can listen in and 
see what they think. I play country 
music, standards, blues, reggae. Maybe 

roots. But I want to open it up, and 
the Net does that. 

Y-LIFE Is there anyone you haven't 
worked with and would like to? 

NELSON Barbra Streisand. She and 
I should do something. Ifyouseeher, 
please tell her. 1 wish I would have 
had a chance to sing with John Lennon. 
The Beatles are back now, and it’s 
great. I have a boy who is 11, and he's 
a huge Beatles fan. Their songs were 
wonderful—they were literature. 
Y-LIFE What do you think about 
rap and hip-hop? 

NELSON Any way you can get out 
your feelings is all right with me. If 
it's pleasing to some ear, it's music. 

Of course, if it’s displeasing to some ears, 
those ears shouldn't be subjected to it. 
Y-LIFE How does that apply to some 
of the controversial rappers - Eminem, 
for example? 

NELSON Eminem? Listen, I got two 
Grammy nominations this t ear, and 
all I cared about at the awards was the 
duet between Eminem and Elton John. 
Seeing them together done made my week. 
Y-LIFE Do you object to Eminem's racist 
and homophobic lyrics? 

NELSON I don’t like the offensive stuff 
I don't mind jokes, no matter how 
politically incorrect. There's a place 
for them. You tell them in back rooms, 
but they shouldn't be put to music. They 


shouldn’t be put out for young ears to 
hear, That’s my objection, though I don’t 
want politicians telling artists what they 

Y-LIFE On the other hand, you've done 
your best to tell some politicians what to 
do. How have you decided what issues 
to take on? 

NELSON The ones that slip through the 
cracks. It’s why I try to help farmers. 
There was the big Live Aid concert for 
famine relief at the time I heard about 
the problems of America’s farmers. This 
was 15 years ago. I started out thinking 
we’d do just one concert and called Neil 
Young and John Mellencamp. I thought 
that would be it. I was wrong. 



See, I’d been brought up to believe the 
farmer was the backbone of the country 
When I understood the trouble they were 
in, I had to try to do something to help. I 
thought itwould be easy to solve the prob¬ 
lem once people saw it. I didn’t realize 
there was a conspiracy against farmers. It’s 
all about putting small farmers out of busi¬ 
ness and making way for the corporate 
farms. In 1953, there were 8 million small 
family farmers. Now there are less than 2 
million, and we’re losing 500 a week It’s 
why were pushing a new farm bill so that 
farmers can get a fair price for their crops. 
Y-LIFE You're associated with another is¬ 
sue: the legalization of your drug of choice, 
marijuana. Despite the new adminis¬ 


tration in Washington, some think change 
is in the air - witness the attention given 
to New Mexico Governor Gary Johnson's 
crusade for the legalization of pot. 

NELSON Things are changing. People 
know better now There’s some momen¬ 
tum. People have watched people smoke 
marijuana for the last hundred years, and 
they see that their teeth don’t fall out 
and their brain’s not disintegrated. Most 
people now realize it’s not a big deal. 
There are still hard-core people out there 
against it, but their numbers are decreasing. 

I wish Governor Johnson all the luck 
in the world. Medicinal marijuana will 
be the first to be legalized. It has started 
in Hawaii. That pot is outlawed is so 
ridiculous. 

Y-LIFE Do you genuinely believe that 
pot is harmless? 

NELSON There is a downside to too 
: much pot if you overdo it. Same with 
j anything—alcohol, sugar. Should they 
be illegal? A lot of people I know have 
quit everything else and still smoke a 
litde pot to take the edge off 
Y-LIFE Doesn't it affect your mem¬ 
ory somewhat? 

NELSON Most shit I want to forget 
: anyway. [Laughs] 

Y-LIFE And does it help pass the time 
on the road? 

NELSON Oh, there’s lots to do on 
j the road. I do the same thing as I do 
: at home: play music, watch TV If 
the weather’s good, I play golf 

Y-LIFE And then, of course, there’s your 
traveling PC. 

NELSON That’s right. Which we use for 
everything. E-mail, keeping in touch 
with folks, running our business, search¬ 
ing out the best golf courses when we’re 
driving into a new town, and making 
sure the weather will be all right for a 
round or two. When I first went online, 
on a 300-baud modem, you couldn’t do 
much. It was like watching the first black- 
and-white TV—a flickering picture, and 
you had to kick it once in a while to get 
it to work. Now? It’s limidess. We can 
be connected even when we’re out on 
some forgotten highway in the middle 
of America. ■ 
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Yahoo! Internet Life’s listing of new products, promotions & Web happenings! 


2002mountaineer.com 



With its strong, urban-inspired exterior and modern, 
functional interior, the 2002 Mercury Mountaineer is 
truly a sport utility of uncommon grace and agility. 

Standard features include seven-passenger seating, and 
cargo space made ample by a disappearing third row 
of seating which make the Mountaineer as versatile 
and sophisticated as its daily environment. 


latitudelongitude.nautica.com 


n 


LATITUDE LONGITUDE, a new adventure in men’s 
fragrance from Nautica, has launched an interactive 
journey for the modern adventurer to enhance his 
active lifestyle. Where will your journey take you? 

Go to http://latitudelongitude.nautica.com now to enter 
to plot and win your perfect adventure. The journey 
begins at http://latitudelongitude.nautica.com. 


www.UltimaleTV.com 



Ultimate 7V. 


from Microsoft 

UltimateTV™ service from Microsoft 
lets you pause or instant replay live TV. 

Or you can digitally record and store up to 
35 hours of your favorite shows to watch 
when you want. No tapes needed. See more 
at UltimateTV.com, or call 1-877-ULTIMATE 
(1-877-858-4628). 


www.captainsparty.com 



Enter for your chance to win “Captain Morgan’s 
Wanna Party Sweepstakes”...you could get to choose 
the music, location, and invite 50 of your closest friends. 
To enter, just log onto www.captainsparty.com. Drink 
responsibly — Captain’s orders. You and your friends 
must be 21 or older. No purchase necessary to enter. 
Official rules are available on the website. 



p 

■3 i. 

web-o-ween contest winners 

YIL held its first and only national Web-o-ween Contest this past October. 
We invited readers to submit a photo of themselves dressed as their 
favorite website in the spirit of Halloween. Thousands of entries were 
submitted! A class of students (photo) from Hunt Elementary School 
in Cuero, TX stole our hearts and the grand prize by dressing as their 
favorite website, YAHOO! 
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iy computer, you're always in the mood. 


I love my computer, you nevi 
You can be a princess, oryo 
And it's never been quite so 


- Bad Religion 


I discovered pornography shortly after shooting 

and killing my first living thing, so maybe that’s why the 
memory clings with such tenacity 30 years later. 

It’s likely I was already in a state of shock when I 
spotted the magazine lying there in the pine woods 
behind my parents’ house in North Carolina. Moments 
earlier, I had watched dumbstruck as a bird I’d half- 
seriously fired a BB at fell from its perch like a bright 
red pinecone. Rushing up to inspect my prize I saw! 
for the first time the effect a speeding ball of metal: 
has upon the head of a cardinal, and the sight horri¬ 
fied me. So it was with some relief that I noticed the: 
faded old magazine poking out of the underbrush! 
nearby Anything to take my mind off the terrible flip- j 
ping and flapping I’d just witnessed. 

The magazine had been lying in the woods for a while. Many! 
of its pages were missing. But what the elements and the insects! 
had left behind was more than enough to inflame my 12-year-old! 
mind. Naked men and naked women—doing odd, mystifying things! 
that made me feel embarrassed and excited 
and afraid all at the same time. Under nor¬ 
mal circumstances, I might have flung it 
down immediately But not that day That 
day I kept looking, my heart beating faster 
iwith every weather-beaten page I turned. 

; I stole back the next day after school and 
i looked some more. And the next day And 
the day after that. By the time the maga- 
! zine mysteriously disappeared a few weeks 
'later, I was a different boy—older, vastly 
: wiser. Now I knew what was hidden un- 
ider the clothes of grown women. Now I 
I knew what sex organs were for, and where 
| they went, and what you did with them, 
and I began wondering how soon I would 
iget to use mine like those happy-looking 
people in the magazine. Some slumbering 
part of my brain had clicked on, a part that 
has never clicked off 

I’ve been thinking about that wintry 
day a lot lately, since discovering that 
!my 16-year-old son was downloading 
pornography from the Internet when he 
!got home from high school in the after¬ 
noons. His previous experience with the 
family computer had been limited to 
playing games and doing homework. 

But according to the history file of my 
Internet browser, he’d been hitting a lot 


of sites with the words teens and nude in the domain name. 

I asked him about it. I wasn’t mad, just curious. He told me 
he’d been surfing porn sites since he was 14, like a lot of his friends. 

“I was in a chatroom on AOL, and someone had written some¬ 
thing about getting free pom in your e-mail,” he said. “ I knew it was 
around, but I had never seen it, so I guess I was just curious to see 
! what it was.” The next day his e-mailbox was overflowing with hard¬ 
core JPEGs. “Some of it was funny, really odd-looking stuff. Pee¬ 
ing pictures. Foot fetishes. All this weird stuff You can get anything.” 
But some of the other images intrigued him—pinup pictures of 
!nude young women particularly—and soon he was spending: 
j hours online, jumping from one teen site to another. Sometimes he 
and his friends held contests to see which one of them could snag 
the first naked picture of the latest Hollywood babe. 

Not long after our talk, he got himself a girlfriend, and one 
thing ultimately led to another. The result was the same as it had 
ibeen for me. But what a difference 30 years had made upon the 
method of delivery, I found my first porn in the woods by some 
freakish accident, and it was many years before I saw anything 
like it again. My son had it delivered to him in the family room, 
where he was able to see it whenever he wanted, as often as he 
liked. And he could see things men of my generation had only: 
heard about in the form of the vilest rumors—women and: 
donkeys being a prime example—stories we dismissed as the 
product of fevered and possibly unbalanced minds. Yet here they 
are (along with eels, horses, dogs, and 
pigs), proclaiming their existence in flam¬ 
ing 32-bit color, on my computer screen. 



In just five years, 
the Internet has 
rendered 250 
years’ worth of 
antiobscenity 
laws as quaint 
as chastity 
belts 


At no time in American history has 

pornography been so widely available and 
so easily accessible to the general public. 

It is now possible for anyone from nine 
to 90 to watch full-color, full-motion 
pictures of every kind of sexual act imag¬ 
inable. Instant porn, free of charge, deliv¬ 
ered to your home 24 hours a day 365 days 
a year. And millions of us, young and £ 
old, male and female, are consuming it. g 
Indeed, online pom is one of the most “ 
profitable areas of e-commerce. It may 2 : 























even be the most profitable. Estimates of annual sales for the in¬ 
dustry overall range from $366 million to nearly $1 billion. (While; 
there are no reliable statistics on how many adult sites are scattered; 
throughout the Web, a widely accepted minimum number is 50,000.) 

: And traffic volume is staggering. SexTracker, a Web service that; 
keeps an eye on some 26,000 adult sites, reports that on an aver¬ 
age day as many as 60 million unique visitors land upon those sites.; 
Taken together, the top five sex sites—with names like Smut Server; 
and Erosvillage—receive just under 4 million unique visitors every! 
day To put that in perspective: The world’s top five news sites,; 
including such heavyweights as MSNBC.com and CNN.com,; 
receive a total of only about 2.5 million unique visitors per day 

“If any one analyst started covering [the online porn indus-; 
try], they would never be able to do anything else,” Internet ana-: 
lyst Eric Scheirer told Adweek magazine last year. “ It’s not only such; 
a large percentage of e-commerce, it’s just large for the obvious rea¬ 
sons.” Adds Andy Semovitz, a former Washington lobbyist for the; 
Internet industry, “I think we should accept that porn in quantity; 
;is here to stay and that we’re never going to be able to block it.”; 

By a quirk of technology we have become history’s guinea pigs— 
America’s first postcensorship generation. In just five years, the; 
Net has rendered 250 years’ worth of antiobscenity laws as quaint as 
chastity belts. All the barricades that i 
past generations erected to keep 
graphic depictions of sex at the out-; 
skirts of our society have fallen and, \ 
for the moment at least, everything; 
under the sun is clambering over: 
them. Nothing is hidden; it is ad¬ 
vertised, boasted about in banner; 
ads with mohng pictures and money 
shots. Want pictures of midgets 
fornicating? Click this moving 
vagina here. Transsexuals with les¬ 
bians? Click here. Dads ’n’ daugh¬ 
ters? Right this way No questions 
asked, at least not seriously 
“It’s endless, it’s free, it’s un¬ 
fettered, and you can really achieve 
a perfect goodness of fit between what you want to see on your; 
monitor and what’s going on in your head,” says Bill Fisher, a Cana-; 
dian psychology professor who is currently researching Internet: 
sex. “That would be the case to be made that this stuff is differ-; 
lent. It’s different than a copy of Playboy ; it’s different from any¬ 
thing that went on before it.” 

Thanks to the Net, we and our kids have become a living lab-; 
oratory that scientists will plumb for answers to long-elusive: 
riddles: What does pornography do to people deep down inside?; 
Is it addictive, as some researchers claim? Does it destroy mar¬ 
riages? Does a sexually repressed society suddenly immersed in 
smut retain its sexual values, or do people start edging toward 
darker extremes? Does it, as some researchers fear, push unsta¬ 
ble men toward rape or child molestation? 

“I think the best example to use is child pornography,”; 
says Storm A. King, a Palo Alto, California, doctoral student in: 





PARENTAL FILTERING SOFTWARE IS 
THE GREAT HOPE OF PEOPLE OPPOSED 
TO GOVERNMENT CENSORSHIP. HOW DOES 
IT WORK. AND HOW EFFECTIVE IS IT? 


Seems like just Yesterday that 
clunky early versions of parental 
filtering software littered the land, 
earning a much-deserved bad 
reputation when they prevented 
surfers from researching "breast 
cancer" or locating "Congress¬ 
man Dick Armey." Actually, it was 
1996, an eternity in Net time. 

Five years later, filtering pack¬ 
ages are cheaper and simpler 
than ever, but they still don't get 
much use. In fact, only 6 percent 
of FamilyPC readers say they've 
installed the software, and many 
people simply depend on ISPs 
like America Online to do their 
filtering for them. And questions linger; Do brute-force 
algorithms block some of the good along with the bad? 
Can the packages keep pace with smart kids and smart 
pornographers? Most important, are legislators, reli¬ 
gious leaders, and even local librarians simultaneously 
overstepping their authority and copping out when they 
claim to have done their job simply by recommending 
that filtering software be slapped onto every public PC? 

Congress passed a bill in December that requires 
most public schools to block visual child pornography, 
obscenity, or other inappropriate material. The vague 
wording of the bill, designed to let individual communi¬ 
ties come up with their own definitions (which should 
make for some interesting town council meetings), caught 
the attention of the ACLU, which has been trying to swat 
down such initiatives ever since the Web took off. 

Meanwhile, Peacefire [peacefire.org], an organization 
that advocates "open access for the Net gen¬ 
eration" (i.e., teenagers), has posted a free 
download that attempts to prevent filtering 
software from working on a PC. The » 


















« fascinating and somewhat in-your-face site also high¬ 
lights lists of legitimate sites that some filtering pack¬ 
ages block, such as Planned Parenthood, though whether 
that happens for ideological reasons or simply because 
of anatomical vocabulary words is unclear. 

So how do filtering packages work? They either look 
for "objectionable" word patterns in context or maintain 
lists of forbidden sites that they update regularly and that 
you download, often as part of a subscription-based 
payment plan. In general, they don't tell you how they 
decide what to block; a few of the better packages hint 
at their criteria on their Web sites (without being spe¬ 
cific enough to aid saboteurs) so you can decide if their 
rationale makes sense to you. Net Nanny Iwww.netnanny. 
com] sells its software for $39.95, and its site includes a 
chilling litany of the worst the Web has to offer. 

Filtering packages do let you augment their built-in 
lists of banned sites and words. Or you can set up your 
own lists, either site by site or word by word. That way 
you have the flexibility not only to reflect your personal 
morality in your blocking but also to open up access 
to a topic - say, anti-Semitism - if your child needs to 
research it for school. You can also set up blocking schemes 
for each family member, and if you feel the need to spy 
on your kids, you can use the optional stealth mode. One 
program, CYBERsitter [cybersitter.com] even has remote 
control software, $3995, so you can watch from work what 
your kids are typing on your home PC - and get a daily 
update via e-mail, to boot. 

Filtering packages can prevent kids from typing their 
name, address, or phone number into the computer; log 
every keystroke they make; put a timer on Web access 
so it’s available only when you're home; scan incoming 
and outgoing Web-based e-mail, AOL instant messages, 
and ICQ chats; or simply block all e-mail and chatting. 
The packages can also stop kids from downloading par¬ 
ticular file types (such as GIF and JPEG images, avail¬ 
able by the millions at porn sites). 

Parental filtering software can work, 
but smart young minds can often find a 
way around it. In the end, good parent¬ 
ing works best of all. DONWILLMOrr 
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ipsychology who has been researching the Internet’s effects on; 
behavior since 1993. “In order to know that you like child pornog¬ 
raphy, you have to be exposed to it somewhere along the line. 

Prior to the Internet—maybe even five years ago—in order to; 
acquire child pornography you had to really risk a lot, find it on 
!some sort of black market. Things have changed dramatically; 
in the last couple of years. People are routinely exposed to child; 
pornography just in surfing these other porn sites, looking for; 

Iwhat they want. The rate of exposure now is way higher. So the 
big question is: Now that initial exposure has gone up, is that; 
going to increase the number of people who find themselves at¬ 
tracted to this stuff? I would speculate that yes, this is true.” (A; 
recent investigation by Newsweek magazine likewise concluded; 
that, after having been largely eradicated in the ’80s, child pom; 

;has recently “exploded” because of the Internet.) 

On the other hand. King argues, perhaps the availability of 
ichild pornography on the Net will satiate pedophiles to the point 
Iwhere they don’t feel the need to actually molest a child, if; 

; child-molestation rates were to decline as a result, might we be! 
more willing to tolerate the existence of child pom on the Net?; j 

Which raises a host of other questions: What if we find that 
^everything we’ve been told about pornography since the 18th; 
centum has been nothing but Puritan propaganda? What if it; 

; turns out that sexual material on the Internet is harmless or even, 
ias some researchers argue, good for you? 

; Will such arguments ever hold sway among the general popu-; 
lation? Will we change our minds and go the way of Amsterdam 
land Denmark? More to the point: Will we even have a choice?; 

The young girl plops herself down at her mother's computer 

and quickly signs on to America Online. She’s just turned 13, a; 
iseventh-grader, but she looks even younger. She has braces, likes! 

I Britney Spears, plays a mean game of soccer, wears sweatshirts with 
|Angel and Princess written on them in sparkly cursive, and wants; 

; to be a singer. Her mother, a single parent in her early forties, is 
standing behind her, seeming a bit anxious. The modem screeches, 

;and the girl announces she’s online. “So,” she asks, “now what do 
iyou want me to do?” 

“You told me you knew how to find dirty pictures on the! 
Internet,” I say. “Show me. I don’t believe it.” The girl rolls her! 
leyes. “Anybody can do that.” She turns back to the keyboard and; 
starts writing. “Look. I’ll just type inporn.com." I 

; Up flashes a screen filled with pictures of women performing; 
oral sex on men, women licking each other’s breasts, a flashing red! 

|sign that reads BOOBS! and various little pop-up boxes showing; 

Itiny animated pictures of fellatio. The girl spins and covers her eyes! 
las if blinded by a light. “I don’t want to see those pictures!” shej 
jshouts. “Get it off the screen!” 

Her mother does so, and looks nonplussed. “ I don’t even know; 
how to do that!” she tells her daughter. “How come you know?” 

The girl looks at her mother quizzically “It’s easy. Mom. You! 
just think of a word.” 

“But how did you know to go to that Web page?” her mother; 
persists. 

“ I didn’t. Don’t you get it? You just type in a word. I could have; 














thought of any word. Sometimes you get sex pages even when you’re 
not thinking of anything dirty I was in computer lab at school today 
• and I was looking for Britney Spears and I got a sex page. And we have; 
filters on our computers. I got embarrassed and turned it off, and: 
the boys behind me were, like, ‘No! No! Leave it on! Leave it on!’”; 

When it comes to sex, American parents have always 

managed to keep at least one hand clamped firmly over their chil¬ 
dren’s eyes. In many areas of the country, it was for a long time eas¬ 
ier to get drugs and moonshine than it was to find pornography 
For countless generations of American males, seeing any kind of 
porn—whether hard core or soft—was a formidable task. As dif¬ 
ficult as it may be to remember, ticket sellers at movie houses 
;once actually refused to admit anyone under 17 to an R-rated movie. 
During the ’60s and ’70s, magazines like Playboy and Penthouse were i 
often kept behind the drugstore counter, safely out of sight or; 
covered with black plastic. At home, most dads refused to ac¬ 
knowledge they even looked at such things (though millions of sock 
drawers were searched nonetheless by sons who fervently hoped; 
otherwise). And until the ’70s, the sexual fare was limited to women 
with their tops off As for pubic hair, forget about it. 

“I remember when I was in the fifth or sixth grade and Stevie; 
Owens—who had been to reform school once already—brought in 
a pack of playing cards with pornographic images on them, and we 
thought it was the most amazing thing we’d ever seen,” recalls Jennings 
Bryant, a professor at the University of Al¬ 
abama and director of the school’s Institute 
for Communications Research. “I couldn’t 
believe that such things even existed.” 

For two decades, Bryant has been look¬ 
ing at pornography and studying its effects 
on the human mind. He and his colleagues 
at the institute have shown volunteers dirty 
movies for weeks on end and measured 
their psychophysiological responses (that 
is, their heart rate, blood pressure, etc.) 
and their subsequent attitudes toward the 
opposite sex. They’ve made their subjects 
watch violent pom films and then put them 
on mock juries to decide a rape case. They 
have gauged junior-high students' exposure 
to pornography and studied the impact that 
massive consumption of pornography has 
on behavior, marriages, and society. The}’ 
have poked and probed and prodded pornog¬ 
raphy and sexuality from a dozen different 
angles. But in this field, little is ever settled. 

In fact, for almost every university study 
suggesting that pornography is harmful, 
an equally convincing study can be found 
saying it’s not. The same is largely true in 
the government arena Take the case of the 
dueling presidential commissions. One, 
appointed by Richard Nixon in 1970, 
concluded after two years of study and $2 


jmillion in research that there was insufficient evidence to show that; 
;porn caused antisocial behavior. Fifteen years later, another presi-; 
;dential panel—this time appointed by Ronald Reagan, with a far; 
smaller budget and half the time to investigate—declared pomogra- 
! phy to be a menace that led to rapes and sexual violence against women.; 

“Research on the consequences of exposure to pornography; 
has been subjected to extreme scrutiny and devastating criticism,” 
writes Professor Dolf Zillmann, another sex expert who teaches 
; at the University of Alabama. “The bottom line is that research on j 
pornography effects cannot be definitive....[T]he research leaves 
;us with considerable uncertainty about exposure consequences.” : 

Since that’s the state of current scientific research into tra-; 
ditional forms of pornography, it’s little wonder that next to I 
nothing is known about porn distributed over the Internet. Dur¬ 
ing the U.S. Senate’s first hearing into the issue in 199s, Sen. 
Herbert Kohl complained loudly that lawmakers were being; 
stampeded into censoring the Internet in the absence of even 
the most rudimentary information. “In the last few months, 
horror stories have dominated the news. Yet no one—absolutely: 
no one —has conducted a systematic and balanced study of the I 
extent of obscenity, pornography, or indecency on the Internet,” 
;Kohl declared. “Anyone who tells you otherwise is wrong.” 

Professor Bryant agrees. “We really are on the frontier in terms 
jof doing research in this area,” he says. “We are way behind the; 
jcurve. I think we’re a good two years away from having anything: 
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in terms of reliable research.” Part of the 
problem, he explains, is that “there just 
are not any good, clean data out there. Ex¬ 
posure data, for example, is very limited. 
We can’t tell who is looking at it, or for 
how long. There’s been limited content 
analysis done. And all of that makes it hard 
to do effects studies.” 

In this scientific vacuum, strange things 
can happen. One of the most notorious 
centered on an article that appeared in 1995 
in the Georgetown Law Journal. Written 
by Martin Rimm, an electrical-engineering 
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j student at Carnegie Mellon University, the article claimed that; 
I the Internet was awash in filth, child porn, and bestiality, and 
that nearly everything being downloaded was pornographic. 
Rimm, at the time a jo-year-old undergraduate, cut a deal with 
Time to give the magazine his report exclusively in exchange for 
ia cover story. The newsweekly agreed. Almost immediately the: 
story touched off an online-porn hysteria in the media and in; 
I Congress. Within months, Rimm’s study was transformed into; 
;the Communications Decency Act of 1995, which outlawed; 
; online porn, and the bill rocketed through Congress with barely; 
a hearing, to be passed in 1996. 

But even as the Time story was being memorialized in the Con-; 
gressional Record as proof of the perverted nature of the Net, scientists; 
and statisticians were tearing Rimm’s conclusions apart, calling them 
wildly inaccurate, statistically unsound, and politically suspect. 
:The CDA passed anyway Though the law was later rejected by; 
the Supreme Court as unconstitutional, the image of the Internet 
as a dark, porn-drenched alley stuck. Ironically, Rimm may have 
been merely ahead of the times; his study was done before porn 
pages truly began to proliferate on the World Wide Web. 

Many argue that scientific evidence isn’t necessary, because com-; 
;mon sense tells us that pornography—especially hard-core pornog¬ 
raphy—is bad for us, and even worse for our kids. “Our children 
iare consuming it, and it will affect their hearts, their minds, and; 
their lives for years to come,” insisted Dee Jepsen at a 1995 Senate: 
Bearing on online pom. Jepsen, president 
emeritus of a group called Enough Is Enough, 

; which lobbies Congress for restrictions on 
Internet porn, continued: “Ifwe do noth- 
; ing to stem this flood of pornography avail¬ 
able to children by computer, we will be 
changing the baseline on the availability of 
illegal material. It will be comparable to 
inviting children to have free access 
: adult X-rated bookstores and theaters.” 

At the same hearing. Sen. Charles 
Grassley, an Iowa Republican and cospon- 
; sor of a bill similar to the CDA, said: “The 
Borne is supposed to be safe and is sup- 
; posed to be a barrier between your chil- 
;dren and the dark forces which seek to 
; corrupt and destroy our youth. Suddenly, 

|now not even the home is safe. Now the 
dark forces which were once stopped by 
ithe front door have found their way into 
jthe home through personal computers.” 

According to some, the dark forces are 
; already far beyond that. They’re actively 
messing with our minds. 

Last spring, the august New York Times 
j printed a lurid, lengthy piece by the widely 
respected health writer Jane E. Brody 
; comparing Internet porn to crack cocaine. 

| Beyond the allegedly addictive qualities 
jof page views full of pornographic im¬ 


ages, the story announced “a brand-new psychological disorder— 

; cybersex addiction—that appears to be spreading with aston¬ 
ishing rapidity and bringing turmoil to the lives of those affected.” 
One sex therapist was quoted as saying that “sex on the Net is 
like heroin. It grabs them and takes over their lives.” 

“Those most strongly hooked on Internet sex,” the Times 
; found, “are likely to spend hours each day masturbating to porno¬ 
graphic images.” 

The story, which was picked up by dozens of newspapers and 
magazines across the country, was prompted by a survey published 
in March 2000 by Stanford University psychologist Alvin Cooper, 
who called the Internet “the crack cocaine of sexual compulsivity” 

But Cooper’s survey, and the Times story that immortalized 
: it, were hardly models of either scientific or journalistic inquiry.: 
Virtually all the sources quoted by the Times were sex therapists 
with businesses to promote. One oft-cited expert was Dr. 
Kimberly S. Young, who in addition to treating Net sex addic¬ 
tion also offers counseling sessions for eBay and day-trading 
“addicts.” At her Center for On-Line Addiction, cyberaddicts can 
pay from $25 per consultation (for a single e-mail reply) up to 
$124 (for an hour-long office visit). And like porn-site charges 
ithemselves, these porn-addiction treatments can be “discreetly 
Billed” to your credit card. Dr. Young assures. (Reached via 
; e-mail, Dr. Young insists that "cybersexual addiction, as it is often 
preferred to, is a legitimate and credible mental disorder.”) 

But Cooper’s survey itself was a 
self-administered online poll taken by 
visitors to MSNBC’s Web site, and any- 
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one who admitted to looking at Inter¬ 
net pom for more than 11 hours per week 
(that is, about 90 minutes a day) was 
deemed to be a “cybersex compulsive.” 
Even with those generous boundaries, 
however, only about 1 percent of the 9,265 
people who took the MSNBC poll ad¬ 
mitted to indulging to such an extent. 
Applying those same standards to other 
online activities, one could argue that the “ 
Net is producing addicts by the legion: = 
e-mail addicts, chatroom addicts. Nap- S 

























ster addicts, role-playing game addicts—the list is endless. 

Such Web-based surveys are "really bogus,” says Storm King, 
the Palo Alto doctoral student, “because who is most likely to find: 
that survey? People who are online all the time! My Aunt Martha, 
who sends two e-mails a week to her niece in Georgia, is never; 
going to take that survey So the numbers are highly inflated. There’s ; 
a huge methodological issue here called sampling bias.” 

Cooper, for his part, declined to be interviewed, saying he was 
busy writing a book “and am only able to do really major interviews 
where our center and my work are featured.” 

It’s perhaps unsurprising that not all academic studies about; 
Internet pom get the same sort of clanging publicity that has been 
afforded to the work of Rimm and Cooper. Bill Fisher, a professor! 
in the psychology department of the University of Western On¬ 
tario, and Azy Barak, a psychology professor at the University of 
Haifa in Israel, have published three studies in the past two years 
that found Internet porn had no effect on men’s attitudes toward: 
women, sexual harassment, and rape. So far, there have been no 
major news stories or magazine articles about their findings, though 
they are all available online—see [construct.haifa.ac.il/-azY/azY.html. 

“I have to keep an open mind as a scientist,” Fisher says, “that there 
may well be serious negative effects of Internet sexuality But I have 
to be guided by data, and I don’t; 
know of any such data. The data 11 
do know about is that in earlier: 
eras, when there was a legalization; 
of all forms of sexual materials in 
Denmark and Sweden and Ger¬ 
many there was no increase in the: 
rate of sexual assault. If you seek 
to be guided by relevant data, you; 
are not brought to a body of re¬ 
search that rings alarm bells. The 
effects of Internet pornography 
on sexuality are open questions.” 

But doesn’t the idea of im¬ 
pressionable children getting their i 
first glimpse of sex from a hard¬ 
core pom site ring alarm bells? “I’ll 
adopt the Talmudic approach and throw a question back at you,” 
Fisher replies. “One hundred years ago a common, perhaps the most 
common, first experience with sexuality was a visit to a prostitute. 
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Serena Beltran is, as usual, running late. Her job behind 

the Chanel counter at Macy’s department store requires her to be; 
the living embodiment of what her expensive line of cosmetics can! 
do for a woman, and it takes time to put on her makeup, style her; 
hair, and select the right outfit. Today it takes longer than normal,; 
so she has little time to spare. If I want to talk to her, she tells me,! 
I’ll have to share her ride to Macy’s. 

An attractive and exotic-looking 18-year-old, Serena is seldom; 
without a boyfriend. She goes to clubs and parties with her friends 
every weekend; she speaks unself-consciously of hoping to find aj 


i man who loves her enough to buy her breast implants. When she’s; 
!not at work or with her friends, she’s home watching the daytime; 
; TV talk shows, where every sort of atypical sexual behavior is dis- j 
! cussed in raucous and often distressing detail. So it surprises me aj 
bit that Serena professes scant interest in Net sex. She uses the In¬ 
ternet only occasionally, she says. 

“The only kind of things I’ve ever gotten from the Internet is 
weird, funny sex stuff,” she tells me as we head toward the mall. 
“‘Like Madonna having sex with a horse. That was probably thej 
first thing I ever saw. It was a fake, I think. But it looked realistic. 
I’ve seen other pictures of Madonna having sex that I know were; 
real.” Serena guesses she was about 16 when she first discovered; 
jwhat one could find on the Internet. “I probably went to PicPost. 
That’s where everybody goes.” 

“How did you find out about that site?” 

“I don’t know It’s like one of those things that everybody just; 
knows, you know? And even ifyou didn’t, you could always go to a! 
chatroom and ask, and someone will tell you.” 

While Net porn hasn’t yet had an impact on Serena’s life, it had 
quite an effect on one of her girlfriends, a tall, thin blonde whoi 
partied with Serena’s friends. “She wasn’t shy about her body at 
all,” Serena tells me. “She decided to go to a studio here in town; 
land find out about posing for pictures on the Internet. And she! 
!didn’t want to go in there by herself, so she asked me to go with: 
;her. We go in, and there’s this big, fat, ugly black guy who ran the; 
place, and he told her what she’d have to do. Like, take her clothes 
off in front of a camera, and she had to do what the guys wanted 
her to do, and she couldn’t be shy or anything, you know, and they 
!had her sign this contract. She was supposed to get, like, $50 for; 
; every picture of her they put up, and every time someone clicked 
ion her, she’d get part of the money” 

Serena’s friend began doing live Web cam shows, stripping; 
and masturbating in front of a small video camera in the stu- 
idio, her gyrations beamed to dozens of people who could, in 
!turn, communicate with her via keyboard, telling her how to 
ipose, how to touch herself, and so forth. “She was underage,”; 
Serena informs me as we pulled up outside Macy’s. “She had a; 
ifake ID, and the guy at the studio knew she was underage, but 
;he told her that it was like working in a liquor store. As long as 
jyouhad an ID showing that you were over 18, he was covered.... 
I don’t know what happened to her. I think she moved to L.A.” 

Even if there aren't any hard and fast scientific answers about 

;the psychological effects this deluge of pom will have on us, there; 
jis little disagreement among experts that the societal effects will; 
be significant—changing, perhaps permanently, the way we think: 
; about sex and pornography In myriad ways, it’s already happening, j 

In a special issue of CyberPsychology & Behavior published last; 
;August, researchers concurred that “the Internet is affecting; 
human sexuality and human sexual behavior in profound and 
complex ways.” Dr. Marlene Maheu of the California School ofj 
Professional Psychology sees us repeating the sexual revolution: 
of 40 years ago: “It’s back to the experimentation of the ’60s, 
Because now people don’t have to worry about venereal disease. 
They don’t have to worry about their CONTINUED ON PAGE 136 















More than books, broadcast, and even music, "comics" and "online" 
seem like a natural fit. Too bad this duo has been less than dynamic 

last read a comic book from cover to cover in 1993, after a long hiatus. What had lured me back was a DC Comics 
announcement that an ungodly foe—a villain who could leap whole cities, not just tall buildings, in a single bound— 
would vanquish Superman. So it was that I returned to the comic book fold, and I nearly shed a tear when I saw the 
Man of Steel’s iconic cape tattered. It was, apparently, his final stand for truth, justice, and the American way But soon 
after DC’s somber announcement, onetime Superman foe Lex Luthor Jr. came to the rescue of our hero, who would 
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eventually be revived at the ol’ Fortress of Solitude. And in the 
meantime, DC conveniently passed the torch to four (yes, four) 
different Superman wanna-bes. In four ongoing titles, each of 
these impostors would be saving the planet daily 

That same year, readers bought 48 million comic books a 
month. Today they buy fewer than 10 million. One reason is that 
the audience, once composed of enthusiasts, shifted to a base 
of collectors intent on making a faster-than-Flash buck. The 
potential for profit plummeted, and so did comic book sales. 
While the industry has been on something of an upswing lately— 
slowly recapturing hard-core readers by relying less on gimmickry 
and more on sophisticated story lines and cutting-edge art—I 
myself have yet to check in again with Krypton’s favorite son(s). 
Like many “kids” my age. I'd much rather become a superhero 
behind a PlayStation 2 controller—where 60 hours of death- 
defying gameplay is becoming the norm—than read about said 
hero’s exploits secondhand in the pages of a comic book. 



And shockingly, the Web—a graphic medium that would 
seem to be a natural for Spider-Man and his kind—has suc¬ 
ceeded in alienating me even more from the world of comic 
books. You’d think that with online artists using such high-tech 
tools as Shockwave’s Flash animation, those drab, two-dimen¬ 
sional panels could be reinvigorated, letting surfers control some 
of the action—be it the pace of the story or even the outcome. 
Unfortunately, dragging and dropping a fundamentally 2-D ex¬ 
perience into a digital medium has captured neither the rapid- 
fire excitement of video games nor the suspense and subtleties 
people have come to expect from comic books—leaving the 
books’ online counterparts in virtual limbo. 

Stan Lee, the cocreator of Marvel Comics’ Spider-Man, was 


(fittingly) the first to spin an evolutionary vision for Web comics. 
Through his online venture Stan Lee Media Istanlee.net], Lee and 
his team created a roster of original “Webisodes.” Unfortu¬ 
nately, these tales carried about as much weight with fans as the 
Wonder Twins’ powers did with their foes. One problem: 
The heroes were hardly awe-inspiring. One such character was 
dubbed Conjure Man (the name “Make-Stuff-Happen Man” 
must have already been taken). Not surprisingly, Lee admitted 
that he resurrected “C-Man” and several of his other online 
stars from a dead pool of characters that had been conceived 
during his 27-year stint at Marvel. Translation: This was the 
comic book equivalent of the XFL. 

“Stan Lee’s online offerings didn’t have the same consistency 
in writing that their offline counterparts have,” says Minh Ta, 
editor in chief of ComicFan [comicfanmag.com]. “They sort of as¬ 
sumed that they could push something cool out the door and 
worry about the characters and story later.” Ta is more than a 
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little passionate abpjut these issues, having tapped out a column 
called “Why Do Online Comics Suck?” on ComicFan last year. 

But character flaws aside, Lee’s anemic superheroes couldn’t 
fight the Web’s own 1 version of Kryptonite: bandwidth. Shortly 
after Stan Lee Media announced that it would no longer gener¬ 
ate new comics at its site, I tried to check out “The Accuser,” the 
tale of a paraplegic criminal-defense attorney whose wheelchair 
turns into a battle suit. (Don’t ask) My 56K dial-up connection 
could barely pull up the introduction to the download itself, never 
mind play the whole Webisode without at least one disconnec¬ 
tion. Had the average surfer’s narrow pipeline let him pull down 
a measly three-minute Webisode in, say, an hour, the good guys 
might have prevailed. 

Even old Spidey himself, who stars in some Marvel Comics 
Webisodes, is at the mercy of clogged data pipes. Using a DSL 
connection, I clicked along happily as Peter Parker swung from 
cell to cell to outwit Sandman, ominous background music play¬ 
ing on cue at just the right moments. But when I switched to the 
56K slow lane, the “Hours later...” segue was almost a literal advi¬ 
sory. To its credit. Marvel breaks the Webisodes into four parts. 






























Will I? No, though I wish Gabrielle all the best. Despite the 
impressive graphics and the amusing interactive elements, the 
spirit of comics as I have known them is lacking from these 
multimedia spectacles. 

Apparently I’m not alone in holding this opinion. “Ninety- 
nine percent of online comics fail to tell complex, engaging sto¬ 
ries,” complains Scott McCloud, author of Reinventing Comics and 
a few of his own Web creations, including the award-winning 
Zot! Online [comicbookresources.com/columns/zot]. “A good online 
comic rethinks what an online comic should be.” And it 
needn’t be full of digital fireworks, McCloud says. “You can sim¬ 
ply cut and paste your panels on the Web. But what the Inter¬ 
net provides is an infinite canvas and temporal map, where you 
can more easily communicate that moving through space means 
moving through time.” 

While not exceptionally drawn, Zot! Online is an example of 
how artists can manipulate the Web effectively. The protago¬ 
nist, Zot, resembles Scooby-Doo s Fred shoehorned into a Shazam 
costume; he’s described as “the only hero in all of comics who 
regularly lets people with fewer items go ahead of him in the 
supermarket checkout line.” The comic’s definitely funny But 
what’s even more appealing is its deliberate use of space between 
panels, among other deft illustration techniques, to enhance a 
surfer’s anticipation. 

McCloud also points to some smart online comics that by¬ 
pass the superhero route entirely. Electric Sheep [e-sheep.coml 
hosts a slew of fresh, well-written, independent comics with 
such “who’da thunk it?” plotlines as a teenager attending a rave 
with her dad, or two Costa Rican farmers discovering a glow¬ 
ing armadillo. McCloud believes that this kind of variety may 
help online comics finally flourish. “Diversification is key to re¬ 
cruiting more readers,” he says. “If someone is passionate about 
cooking then someone should be making an online comic about 
that.” And it makes sense, given that diversity is what’s made 
the Web a success in the first place. 

Of course, the more diversified online comics become, the 
harder a time each one will have capturing the huge readership 
once enjoyed by Spider-Man, Batman, X-Men, and other print ances¬ 
tors. But most artists covet the inherent anticorporate feel of 
such projects—even if they don’t make enough cash in drawing 
them to buy a first edition of X-Men. The motto of Davidgaddis. 
com, which features a haunting, but no less addictive, comic 
called Piercing, sums up the underground movement best: “No 
money, no rules.” 

As for me. I’ll probably stay tuned to the superheroes’ antics, 
even if the THWAPP! and KAPOWEE! of traditional comic books re¬ 
mains lost in the translation. I’m waiting for Superman’s heroic 
demise to be staged online. But given my sluggish dial-up Web 
connection, if such a spectacle ever were to happen, that’d be one 
slow, painful deathwatch. ■ 


Still, the lag between page loads will probably spur most kids to 
click to the climax. Could Myst or Doom survive with a similar 
lag? Not likely 

Granted, having a connection that’s slower than a speeding 
bullet is not Stan Lee’s fault. But bandwidth was ultimately his 
Achilles’ heel. “Everyone is waiting for the killer app in online 
comics,” says Ta, “but you can’t establish any sort of standard 
format when the technology underneath isn’t consistent.” Though 
it would be enlightening to know what technical conditions Stan 
Lee and company think led to their operation’s demise (unre¬ 
lated business missteps have been well documented in the in¬ 
dustry press), no one at the site was available for comment. 


For those surfers with high-speed access, Warner Bros. Orig¬ 
inals [warnerbros.com/pages/wboriginals/index.jsp] gives a glimpse 
into the possible future of digicomics. The home page for Xena: 
The Warrior Princess, a “3-D multipath movie,” lets you direct the 
action with just a click of your mouse—and it is far less coy 
about the show’s supposed sexual undertones: “Lipstick, leather, 
blush, or bullwhip? Click here to see who wields the most painful 
lashes.” Ahem. 

Instead, I click on the “Girls Just Wanna Have Fun” episode 
(while at work, of course) and my T-l line quickly renders video 
game-like versions of Xena, her perky sidekick, Gabrielle, and 
some two-headed jester. At one point I am asked if I want to 
ignore the jester. I click “Yes.” But the little pest continues to 
follow me anyway. 

At the end of this 10-minute affair I’m engaged in a literal 
cliff-hanger: Gabrielle has turned rabid after having been bit¬ 
ten by a wild creature, and she is dangling perilously off the side 
of a mountain. Ever the sadist, I decide not to help her, but in 
her possessed state she suddenly learns how to fly herself to 
freedom. I’m asked to tune in next time. 
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If yo u're looking 
for the next big Net 
thing, try heading 
back to school, 
ed with unlimited 
andwidth, college 
dorm rooms are 
the real hotbed 
of invention 


o 



into the hallowed halls of higher education, 

and you’ll see festoons of Ethernet cabling, as revered as 
winding vines of ivy. These days, students spend as much 
time toiling over business plans for Net ventures as they 
do scribbling papers on Kierkegaardian existentialism. And 
the Internet’s self-proclaimed trendsetters are demonstrating 
what it really means to live a wired life. 

We found seven students who are harnessing the Net in 
ways that are transforming campus academic and social life. 
And because they enjoy some of the fastest connections avail - 
able today, they’re illustrating just how profoundly our lives 
may change once access to fat digital pipes is available to us 
all Welcome to Silicon U. (By the way, watch lor our annual 
“America’s 100 Most Wired Colleges,” set to appear this fall.) 

STOP SWEATING THE 
LITTLE THINGS IN LIFE 

Jim Paris, 20, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Jim Paris can’t sleep. He’s agitated by sporadic booming 
sounds emanating from the basement. Several residents have 
gathered there, and are firing rounds of potatoes from the 
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dorm’s latest pet project: an almost lo-foot-long air-powered spud 
gun. His only comfort comes from knowing the dorm is running low 
on ammunition. 

Instead of burying his head in his pillows, Paris decides to wait out 
the hail of spud fire and work on a pet project of his own: retooling 
the dorm’s Net-connected washers and driers. “It’s not as inane as it 
sounds,” he insists. “You can log on to the machines from anywhere 
I and see if they’re available—before lugging your clothes down four 
! flights of stairs.” 

The Laundry Server [laundry.mit.edu], as it’s been dubbed, has been 
| running off and on since 1998. Photo sensors mounted over the ma- 
| chines’ LED lights (that is, the “Final Cycle” indicator) keep tabs on 
j each machine’s current status and send the data to a central server, 
i which then posts it to the Web site. 

According to Paris, the Laundry Server is just the beginning of a 
much more bizarre and invasive experiment in home networking. His 
housemates hope to connect all dorm appliances (minus the volatile 
and potentially eye-mashing potato cannon) to the Net, starting with 
the microwaves, heating system, and hall lights. Oh, and the toilets, too: 
Lately, Paris and his housemates have been burning the midnight oil 
to complete installation of the Bathroom Server [bathroom.mit.edu]. When 
finished, it will allow residents to go online and see which lavatories are 
free before taking the time to pull on a bathrobe. “We thought about 
; setting it up so Web users could remotely flush the toilets,” he says. “But 
| I think were probably better off designing things that don’t waste thou¬ 
sands of gallons of water each day” ROB BERNSTEIN 

J«MH%CHOOSE YOUR 

%®wIown reality 

Ya Lu Lin, 26, University of Illinois at Chicago 

Exploring in the Arctic Ocean, Ya Lu Lin sets a course for the iceberg 
a few hundred yards off the bow. She wants to get as close as 
possible—to touch it if she can. As she maneuvers near the looming 
mountain of ice, she badly miscalculates her approach. She’s moving 
in too fast, and instead of delicately pulling abreast of the iceberg, she 
collides with it head-on. In an instant, everything goes black. 

“We crashed,” she says apologetically, removing a set of goggles from 
her eyes. Lin is standing inside a computer automatic virtual envi¬ 
ronment (CAVE). In this io-foot-by-lO-foot cube at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago, high-resolution images are projected onto three 
j surrounding walls; the goggles embellish these images with 3-D de¬ 
tails and track the eyes’ movements. 

Lin, a master of fine arts candidate, is one of many faculty and stu¬ 
dents working in UIC’s Electronic Visualization Laboratory [www.evl.uic. 
edul, a virtual-reality think tank where students animate both realistic 
and abstract worlds that can be explored by using a wandlike mouse. 

; Contrary to what Hollywood producers would have you believe about 

VR—that it’s merely a plot point for evil geniuses or a money machine 
for sci-fi pomographers—the technology does have practical applications. 
Lin’s research goal is to develop educational tools for elementary-school 
teachers. In addition to creating the model for her lifelike Arctic envi¬ 
ronment, she’s devised a 3-D model of a pulsating human heart, which 
students can poke, prod, and explore. Colleague Tim Portlock is work¬ 
ing on an ambitious project to re-create New York City’s Harlem of the 
1920s. So far he’s completed eight of about 30 city blocks; these are pop¬ 
ulated with authentic-looking streetcars, lampposts, and building facades. 
VR surfers can stroll along 125th Street and wander into the Cotton Club 


to watch streaming videos of Cab Calloway singing “Minnie the Moodier.” 

“This is how I imagine the Web might work in a few years,” Portlock 
says as he launches his virtual creation. He taps his control wand to change 
his point ofview Suddenly a streetcar speeds through an intersection and 
slams into a trolley, dooming all the virtual passengers onboard. 

Although Lin emphasizes the importance of VRas an educational j 
tool, she also stresses its value as an artistic instrument. “I can bring 
my internal world out for others to see,” says Lin, who’s been using the ; 
CAVE environment as a canvas for her art thesis—a vir¬ 
tual labyrinth filled with giant ants and butterflies. “VR 
is creating a whole new artistic vocabulary for 
describing experience,” adds Portlock. “An exciting new 
aesthetic is sure to follow.” STEVE KNOPPER 

THE WORLDWIDE 

IbhMFhard drive 

Joe Ordia, 20, Carnegie Mellon University 

Hunkered over a desk at an unassuming workstation in 
Pittsburgh, Joe Ordia is preparing to breathe life into the 
file-sharing program he’s been stitching together for the 
pastyear. He calls it JBIurb [jblurb.com], and if all the pieces 
come together as planned, it’ll make him extremely rich— 
or at the very least, extremely popular among surfers who 
live for swapping files over the Net. 

Just don’t call his creation “the next Napster.” 

Although J Blurb lets surfers exchange music files online, 
it also lets them swap any other kind of file over the Net, 
including documents, photos, entire software programs, 
and full-length movies. 

Unlike Napster and its imitators, JBlurb gives the user 
complete control over the file-sharing experience, so you 
can password-protect any folder on your computer and 
limit access to only the people you specify This way, your 
friends can do a lot more than scour your system for 
MP3S; they can pore through your entire hard drive for, 
say, your copy of Adobe Photoshop. 

Although Ordia is not blind to the business world’s 
intense anti-file-sharing sentiment, he insists his pro¬ 
gram is not designed to encourage illegal swapping of 
files—JBlurb doesn’t even include a built-in media player. 

In fact, Ordia dreads Napster’s underground-sensation 
image. He wants to create a legitimate (read: legal) busi¬ 
ness. For this reason, he’s pitching the software as a file¬ 
sharing solution for small businesses. 

“I respect Napster as a program, but its plan to 
charge a subscription fee is faulty in my opinion,” the 
computer science senior says. “It’s targeted at students, 
who’ll never pay for anything. I would know because 
I’m a student, and I’m dead broke.” 

On the other hand, Ordia believes businesses will pay handsomely 
for JBlurb, which is designed for the workplace and would allow 
colleagues to easily swap Excel documents and PowerPoint presen¬ 
tations, even when they’re far away from the company Intranet. 

That’s the concept, anyway. But can any file-sharing program 
really go legit? Although designed with businesses in mind, J Blurb will 
undoubtedly appeal to students—especially since it employs peer-to- 
peer networking; in the simplest of terms, this means you can send a 
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file directly to your friend's computer without wor¬ 
rying about your personal information falling into 
the wrong hands. 

For video pirates, this is very good news. During 
its heyday, a program called Scour Exchange was the 
preferred method for swapping enormous video files 
online, even new movie releases. But since the service was shut down 
last November, college-age bootleggers have been left to troll cryptic 
and unreliable FTP underworlds like XS4_ALL [kickme.to/xs4alll. 

“ I didn’t build J Blurb so college kids can swap new movies,” 


Don't call 
Joe Ordia's 
file-sharing 


Ordia insists, irritated by the suggestion. “I regret that users might 
want to use it for that purpose. As for kids, if they choose to pirate 
software, that’s their problem. My hands are clean." DAVID KUSHNER 


■■■■TAKE A CLASS IN 
■■■if ANOTHER COUNTRY 

Viviane Hagner, 24, Manhattan School of Music 

In a spartan practice room at the Manhattan School of Music, Viviane 
Hagner is anxiously awaiting the arrival of her professor, world- j 
famous violinist Pinchas Zukerman. For the day’s lesson, the per¬ 
formance senior has prepared Mozart’s Symphonia Concertante. j 

It’s not a problem that Hagner is in New York City and Zuker¬ 
man is in Ottawa, where he’s just finished one of the more than 100 
concerto recitals he’ll give this year Thanks to advanced audio and j 
video technology, the lesson will go on. In both cities, lab assistants j 
have connected 27-inch monitors, stereo equipment, and micro- j 
phones. Two or three imposing video cameras are trained directly on 
Hagner and remotely controlled by a technician who’s in the sound¬ 
proof room with her. 

Zukerman and the Manhattan School of Music are experiment¬ 
ing with delivering lessons over Internet 2, an ultra high-speed net¬ 
work available only to select universities and institutions. Over this 
fiber-optic line, data can move at speeds 50,000 times faster than a 
dial-up connection would allow. The result is something light-years 
ahead of current video teleconferencing, at a fraction of the cost. 
Still, Zukerman says the sound quality is far from perfect and has a 
long way to go before it will please fussy audiophiles. 

“At first it felt as though I were playing for a machine and not 
a person,” says Hagner, who, as fate would have it, moved from 
Berlin to study with Zukerman—only to discover he travels much 
of the year. “But I’ve adapted to it, and I actually enjoy it now.” 

While the technology is relatively new for Hagner, it’s old hat for 
Zukerman. He’s been using live video streams over phone lines and net¬ 
works since 1997. He has, on occasion, remotely conducted a class with 
three students who were playing from three different Texas schools. 

“This is just the beginning,” says Zukerman. “In the classroom 


GET WIRED (ALMOST) ANYWHERE ON THE GLOBE Kris Neely, 22. Wofford College 


As a group 
of festive 
townsfolk 
passes the 
night away 
drinking rum 
and dancing 
the merengue in the streets of Santiago, Domini¬ 
can Republic, American student Kris Neely 
observes from an apartment rooftop. From his 
roost, Neely is performing a kind of dance of 
his own, shuffling to and fro and waving a 
laptop and satellite phone in his hands. He’s 
not drunk; he's attempting to connect to the 
Net, and in this region of the world, that 
sometimes involves a little improvisation. 

"At times, you have to do a lot of fancy foot¬ 
work to get a strong signal," says the religion 


studies senior, who has been traveling the world 
since October as part of a special independent 
study project at Wofford College. His sojourn 
tests the limits of in-the-field education, not to 
mention wireless connectivity in the most remote 
regions of the world. Funded by a mysterious 
alumnus known only as "The Donor," Neely’s 
voyage will eventually lead him to the seven 
seas and the seven major rivers, where he'll 
study connections between people and water. 

Although he’s thousands of miles from school 
at any given time, Neely says he’s still required to 
beam in course work. But this being the 21st 
century, he's using e-mail to communicate with 
professors in Spartanburg, South Carolina. And 
he's posting his journal entries on Water and the 
Spirit Iwaterandthespirit.com] for a much broader 
audience than the usual teaching assistant or two. 


By necessity, Neely travels light. His backpack 
weighs only 25 pounds; much of that is his laptop 
and cigar-box-size satellite phone, which lets him 
send or receive computer data from virtually any¬ 
where. He also travels with a tiny digital camera. 

Thus far, Neely gives the technology he's been 
using mixed reviews. He says his digital camera 
won him friends in the Amazon, where indigenous 
children enjoyed posing for pictures. However, 
his satellite phone failed him completely when 
he tried to upload the images to his Web site; 
the jungle's foliage blocked all satellite signals. 

"Being wired all day long has its perks," 
Neely says as he ponders a way to climb down 
from his rooftop perch. “But I don't mind so much 
when my connection fizzles out. It's comforting 
to know there are still parts of the world where 
technology can’t reach you." JANE LEVERE 
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takes a walk to the New Haven green with his wireless BlackBerry 
in hand. The palm-size gadget allows him to wirelessly send and 
receive e-mails to and from clients. 

“In class. I’ve become pretty adept at typing e-mails with my left 
hand while taking notes with my right,” he says. “Last semester 
during a neuroscience lecture, I was discussing a contract with 
my lawyers via e-mail, and in between messages madly scribbling 
down recent findings in hippocampal long-term potentiation.” 

Even at parties, there’s business going on. “You never 
know when you might run across an engineering grad 
student scribbling an idea on a napkin or a senior com¬ 
puter science major searching for a job at the year’s end,” 
he says as he pulls a case of Miller High Life from the su¬ 
permarket fridge. 

Well, that’s one decision down. He’s close to a de¬ 
cision about the Caltech student’s proposal as well. “I 
think it requires more rigorous due diligence,” he says. 

“Right now I have more pressing matters, like winning 
at beer pong.” ROSS KENMORE 


kLOJACK YOUR 

Plap t op 

Sapan Shah, 19, University of Michigan at Ann Arbor 

A laptop is stolen every minute, and few are recovered. 

Ashwin Luthra, whose notebook PC mysteriously dis¬ 
appeared nearly a year ago, learned that the hard way His 
computer held hundreds of papers, his friends’ contact 
info, and an unfinished biological engineering report: 

“When I lost it, I just wanted to cry I was so mad.” 

After months of checking with the police, Luthra shelled 
out $3,000 for a new system, and he’s doing everything he 
can to protect it. At the advice of Sapan Shah his friend and 
classmate, Luthra has downloaded a little peace of mind— 
a new security program called Lucira Uucira.com] that 
can best be described as Lojack for laptops. 

Shah, a major in engineering, knows a thing or two 
about Lucira—his Web design firm developed some 
graphics for the company—and he has been spending 
much of his sophomore year advocating the use of the 
security software by students on campus. “I’m not doing 
this for money,” insists Shah, who says he has no finan¬ 
cial incentive to promote the program. “I’m just trying 
to right some wrongs on campus. Laptop theft is get¬ 
ting way out of control.” 

According to Shah, Lucira is capable of emitting 
an electronic cry for help that reveals a laptop’s current 
IP number and, in some cases, the laptop user’s home 
phone number. From this information, Lucira security 
experts can ascertain the physical location of a computer 
system in seconds. The crime-busting info is sent to local | 
authorities, and in a nice touch, Lucira even e-mails police directions j 
to the laptop. For students and home users, the software is free to 
download, although there is a nominal $9 charge for starting a trace. 

A thief can’t see the software, so Lucira is not a deterrent for armed 
“lapjacking,” Shah says. “I’ve never heard of anyone being lapjacked,” I 
he admits. “But if it comes to that, let a mugger have my system. I’d 
love to see his expression after we track him down.” ROB BERNSTEIN ■ 


of the future, teachers will be able to instruct pupils 
from anywhere in the world.” He also predicts that 
students will soon have access to live concerts from 
Carnegie Hall via their PalmPilots. 

Hagner, who has already made a successful New 
York debut, feels privileged to study with one of 
the world’s great violinists. “I had no idea he was this techno-sawy,” 
she says as a lab assistant flicks on the monitor in front of her. 
In seconds, Zukerman’s face comes into view. “Greetings from 
Ottawa,” he says. “Let’s hear some Mozart.” JEREMY CAPLAN 


HHkKNOW THE FUTURE 

■■■Pis in good hands 

Joshua Newman, 21, Yale University 

Inside Shaw’s Supermarket on Whalley Avenue, Joshua Newman is 
peering through the fogged window of a refrigerator. The cognitive 
science senior is applying his thinking skills to two major decisions 
he must make before leaving the store. The first: choosing between 
a case of Pabst Blue Ribbon or Miller High Life for the night’s sched¬ 
uled match of dorm beer pong. The second: whether he should in¬ 
vest $500,000 in a new business devised by a Caltech student. 

Newman, who reached the legal drinking age only this year, is the 
managing partner of Silicon Ivy Ventures, a $10 million venture-capital 
firm that invests in student-driven startup companies. In between trips 
to the West Coast to meet with investors, he squeezes in jazz band, a 
full course load, and an even fuller social life. “Like a moron. I’m jug¬ 
gling it all,” he says. “I’ve stopped sleeping and going to the bathroom, 
which frees up a lot of time.” 

The entire operation is run out of Newman’s tiny dorm room, 
which can barely fit a twin-size bed. However, on days when he’s 
feeling cramped or his suite mates are making too much noise, he 
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In my nightmare last night, I was traveling through a 
foreign city...but all the buildings and monuments and peo¬ 
ple had been replaced by Web sites. I kept meandering about, 
running into one Web site after another, as if I were in some 
high-tech, animated Fellini movie. Admittedly 1 spend way 
too many of my waking hours following random hyperlinks 
that end up nowhere, and it’s obviously making me crazy. But 
when I woke up I had a revelation: What I’d been looking 
for was a clear path out of the overgrown: Web wilderness. 
And it was called a weblog. 

You may not know the term, but your own daily surfing 
has probably already landed you on a weblog (affectionately 
abbreviated to blog by those in the know) at some point or 


WHO LET THE BLOGS OUT? 


OVERWHELMED BY THE BILLIONS 
OF SITES OUT THERE? THEN LINK 
UP TO A ''WEBLOG," WHERE 
SEASONED SURFERS POINT THE 
WAY TO THE NEW, THE USEFUL, 
AND THE SURPASSINGLY STRANGE 


other you just didn't understand what a gold mine you'd 
found. At its simplest, a weblog is merely a list of “essential” 
links that draws an often elegantly understated treasure 
map through the Net. A growing number of blogs are crafted 
professionally by corporations (which may or may not have 
more subtly subversive objectives in mind than grabbing eye¬ 
balls for banner ads). At their best, however, weblogs come 
in the form of journal-like, stream-of-coiisciousness essays 
brimming with hyperlinked words and phrases that change 
regularly They chronicle one surfer's daily Web journeys and 
offer them up to you as a highly personal, usually strongly 
opinionated tour of the best, newest, or most idiosyncratic 
pages online. It's that individual touch that makes a weblog 
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Links.net: The 

man behind the 
oldest traditional 
weblog and the 
most well-known, 
Justin Hall is still 
going strong. His 
page reads just 
like a personal 
diary, with ran¬ 
dom words link¬ 
ing to related 
sites that you'd 
probably never 
find surfing on 


mpleer 


Robot Wisdom: 




Barger's site is 
a classic of the 
minimalist 
weblog genre. 
Links appear one 
after the other 
with brief, one- 
line descriptions. 
Don't let the old- 
school format 
fool you: Links 
are hot off the 
presses, pointing 
to interesting 
articles and 
entertaining 
miscellany. 


CamWorld: A 

nice blend of 
single-line links 
and personal 
diary-type asides. 
Many of Cameron's 
links lack inform¬ 
ative descriptions, 
appearing merely 
as "Can you 
believe this," 
which brings 
a certain potluck 
excitement to 
surfing. 


much different from (and better than) a 
mous list of undifferentiated links. 

It’s not exactly a new phenomenon, even if it is 
reaching an unprecedented level of artistry. I re-, 
member weblogs from way back in 1993, when some 
editor of the NCSA What’s New [ncsa.uiuc.edu/ 
SDG 'Sofware;Mosaic/Docs/whats-new.html] page 
began writing about new sites using actual para¬ 
graphs with Web links embedded right in the middle: 
of sentences -a welcome change from the traditional: 
lengthy, anonymous link lists. But even some of those 1 
sported a bit of character. The Cardhouse’s Links: 
page [cardhouse.com/links/links.htm], an older in-: 
carnation of which started in 1987, was definitely 
the biggest attraction on the MIT servers at the: 
time. And Justin I lall of Links.net was probably the 
first individual to post a running commentary about 
his Web discoveries, on “Links from the Under-: 
ground,” back in the Web’s Jurassic era (1994). The: 
term weblog, though, wasn’t coined until three! 
years later, by a guy named Jorn, at Robot Wisdom 
[robotwisdom.com]. 

People often group weblogs into the same cate-! 
gory as online diaries or journals, but they’re missing 
a more sophisticated difference than a journal’s lack 
of copious links. The real divergence is about voice.! 
Online journals look and read like public diaries, while 
weblogs feel more like reporting. To use a term coined 
by Jason (Kottke.org), Meg (Megnut.com), and David: 
(The Liar [theliar.com]), weblogs are metatorial while 
journals are simply editorial. A weblog is commentary 
about the commentary available all over the Web,: 
whether the material is a story from a major news out-i 
let or a comic JPEG posted on some obscure vanity 
site. With both kinds of sites boasting membership! 
into the tens of thousands, it seems rash to conclude 
that either form of expression will be dying out any-! 


Peter tends to 
focus primarily 
on technology 
and current Web 
issues. There's 
lots of strong 
personal com¬ 
mentary, and just 
enough asides to 
make staying on 
top of online 
news a virtual 
pleasure. 


ard link listed in a search result. And it’s not as if I can 
meaningfully run a search on “new and interesting.” 
!(Yes, I know, I could always ask Jeeves. But it’s really 
not the same. Trust me.) 
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:The term blog really bugs me, but I suppose it’s too late 
ito do anything about that now. 
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! I just spent two hours bouncing around more weblogs. 

You start with one, and it links to dozens more. You 
click on something you’ve never heard of and —whoops 
ithere goes the morning. And heaven help you if your Blogger: 
jumping-off point is a weblog directory. The major A giant in the free 
;search engines list a woeful underrepresentation com- buslneVs! Bbgger 
pared with the multitudes hosted on Blogger has a great inter- 
[blogger.com] and UserLand [userland.com]. At last face and simple 
. _ 1 1 11 • 1 instructions, and 

count, EditThisPage.com listed well over 5,000 indi- p | aYS host to an 
vidual sites. And all three of these head-counters do enormous num- 
; everything they can to spawn even more of their kind 
by offering free hosting and blog-building tools to 
;the masses. This probably has a lot to do with the fact UserLand: 
that more than 60,000 weblogs currently map out Jteblogsxomand' 
jsome part of the Web. EditThisPage.com, 

Even weblogs about weblogs exist, but they strike both of which 
.. 6 , , . provide free host- 

jme as a bit unnecessary Id rather rack up another page ing f or we blogs 
jview for a real blogger, like Avram of Pigs & Fishes and other forms 
|pigsandfishes.org]. or Rafe 0frc3.0rg, or Stewart of Jg^Switita 
Syllogc [sylloge.com]. Or Brigitte ofEatonweb the latter offers a 
[eatonweb.com]. She not only writes one of my favo- wider array of 
rite weblogs, she also maintains Eatonweb Portal a'simpteT 
[portal.catonweb.com], listing hundreds upon hun- interface and has 
dreds of others. It’s sortable alphabetically and cate- 3 9 reat ' ist ° f 
gorically, and searchable to boot. It even lists some weblog 
weblogs written in other languages. A dispropor¬ 
tionate number of them are in Dutch, for which I 
Shave no explanation. 




Now that I’ve had my coffee, I can’t stop thinking 
about weblogs. There are literally thousands of them 
today, plus innumerable free tools that let even more 
would-be webloggers start their own (see “Build a 
Blog,” page in). But I have to confess that despite 
the volume. I’m rather partial to a mere handful of 
sites. I think the reason I keep returning to the likes 
of CamWorld [camworld.com], Peterme.com , and 
Dack.com is the fact that I’ve been reading them so 
regularly that I feel as if I actually know the authors. 
I m familiar with their linking instincts and their sense 
of humor. People like Rebecca of Rebecca’s Pocket. 
[rebeccablood.net], Caterina of Caterina.net, and 
Zannah of/usr .'bin/girl [stormwerks.com/1inked] are 
the virtual friends I ve never met. 

Surfing the Web doesn’t usually take you where! 
you want to go; it takes you where the wave wants you 
to go. Exploring through a weblog is less random. Even 
if my Web exposure is being controlled by the 
whims of someone I have never met, it’s a far more, 
satisfying experience than simply clicking a haphaz- 
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Addendum to my previous entry: It’s probably natural 
that a lot of weblogs link to the same few well-known 
sites, yet it still seems strange that they frequendy link 
to the exact same offbeat items (can you say “All Your 
Base Are Belong to Us”?). Perhaps it’s no odder than 
:the Net phenomenon in which three unrelated friends 
or colleagues simultaneously forward you the same joke. 

Author Richard Dawkins's “meme” theory, which says M emepoo | : 
there exist discrete units of culture that propagate and With a design 
spread like viral genes, describes this notion perfectly. epool* 

|No doubt that’s why the weblog Memepool i s the edited 
; [memepool.com] chose to use the term in the name product of multi- 


It’s the memctic aspect of weblogs that makes the and commentary. 
Web Log Scoop Index [pine.cs.yale.edu/blogs/scoops. Jj s archivesican 
Ihtml] so great. The index measures how often a given ^ author, date, 
weblog beats other weblogs to the same link, thereby and subject, 
establishing a blogger pecking order—or at least show¬ 
ing who spends the most time tethered to their 












MetaFilter: Like 
Memepool, 
MetaFilter is the 
creation of many, 
but it has a feature 
that lets members 
add further com¬ 
mentary to an 
existing link - sort 
of a one-stop 
shop for opinions 


from boxing to 
the butterfly 
ballot. 


computer, depending on how you look at it. 

MetaFilter [metafilter.com] attempts an antidote to! 
>yingly widespread epidemic of multiple weblog- ! 
gers linking to the same site by producing a single page j 
to which any weblogger can contribute. Still, one won- i 
ders whether such a group endeavor undercuts the charm i 
of a single personality driving the aesthetic and edito- j 
rial value of the individual weblog Playfully, MetaFil-1 
ter’s motto changes when you reload the site, offering! 
such self-descriptions as “The Plastic.com it’s okay to: 
like.” But we’re getting ahead of ourselves. 
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The 

ultimate techie 
haven. Rooted in 
a strong bias for 
all things Linux, 
this site looks like 
a weblog in that 
it links to news 
stories around 
the Web. but it 
feels like a tight- 
knit community 
with its famously 
lengthy threaded 
discussions. 


Jim Romenesko 
turned his original 
media commen¬ 
tary site into a full- 
fledged career. 
MediaNews is 
now hosted by 
the professional 
journalists at the 
Poynter Institute 
and focuses on 
exactly what the 

Meanwhile, 
Romenesko's 
earlier venture, 
The Obscure 
Store, continues 
to bring daily 
oddity to light. 

SalonHerring- 


It's not really a 
weblog, but it is 
a great example 
of the virtues of 
weblog-style 
publishing. Listing 
stories from four 
major outlets, it's 
one of the least 
painful ways to 
stay abreast of 
industry news. 


Has anyone noticed how many news-oriented sites 
are beginning to look more and more like weblogs? 
The tech-junkie mecca Slashdot [slashdot.com] has 
always had a distinctly weblog feel, and even The New 
York Times on the Web [nytimes.com] has started em 
bedding links directly into its online articles, no longe 
fisting them primarily in the traditional “for further j 
reading” section. 

It could be argued that the weblog style of report¬ 
ing is more concise, and ultimately more informative, j 
It’s a form of virtual footnoting that is slowly changing I 
the face of journalism by holding writers more! 
responsible for their sources and their claims. 

Jim Romenesko’s Obscure Store and Reading! 
Room [obscurestore.com] was one of the earliest! 
weblogs to focus solely on news stories, succinctly! 
summarizing and filtering headline articles from! 
around the Web. Romenesko extended this style to 
his MediaNews [poynter.org/medianews] site, now a: 
fist of links to daily media news and gossip that quickly 
became a must-click for media insiders. And let’s be! 
honest: There’s more news available daily on the Web ] 
than one person could possibly read in an entire fife- j 
time. Having someone sift though the dross to find: 
the gold is invaluable. 

Examples of the weblog style of news reporting are! 
everywhere. Drudge Report [dmdgereport.com] comes! 
readily to mind, along with Inside [inside.com], which 
may be the first multimillion-dollar weblog. Another: 
high-profile blog is the aforementioned Plastic, which 
culls topical pieces from various hip Web outposts; 
and then lets visitors add annotations and common-; 
tary. My personal cheat sheet for tech news is; 
SalonHerrinqWiredFool.com . which summarizes sto- 

from the eponymous sites that are often them¬ 
selves summaries. Regressive madness or useful tool?; 
Definitely the latter, or why would the trend be catch¬ 
ing on in such nonmedia fields as science (Bottomquark 
[bottomquark.com]) and art (ArtsJournal.com)? 


c 


|something of a stretch to insist that weblogs, which 
Ido little more than provide finks along with com¬ 
mentary are new and different and revolutionary To 
;claim that they will supersede online journals or 
jedge out breaking news and original reporting is 
absurd. And the obsessive enthusiasm some of them 
inspire is exactly the kind that always greets a new 
feature on the Internet landscape. 

The weblog phenomenon is, however, an indica¬ 
tion of how far we’ve come as a Web-literate culture. 
!Readers used to be distracted by the sight of blue 
‘underlined words midsentence, while commercial 
Web sites actively discouraged linking off-site no mat¬ 
ter how informative the other source. Today inter¬ 
linking is a staple of online news reports. Linking to 
other sites is no longer frowned upon; instead, it’s 
touted as community building. 

Weblogs have brought character back into the 
•sterile world of news and information. They and 
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I finally managed to unhitch myself from Memepool,; 
one of the most widely known blogs. At the end of the; 
day, I do have to wonder about the weblog craze. Link¬ 
ing from one site to another was the single original 
purpose of HyperText Markup Language (HTML),! 
upon which the entire Web was founded, so it seems: 


Thanks to fr|§f hosting and tools that handle page formatting, you 
don’t have to know a thing about HTML to become a weblogger. These 
sites make if a snap to share your thoughts, observations, and plain 
old trivia about any Web site, news article, or animated GIF you stum¬ 
ble across online, in less than 10 minutes, you can have a profession¬ 
ally formatted weblog up and running. Because it’s all Web-based, 
you can update your log from anyplace where you have access to a 
browser - no special skills, software, or assembly required. 

Pitas.com is probably the easiest to use, getting you started with just the 
basic tools. The Pitas folks are also behind DiaryLand [diaryland.com], 
and in addition they offer free notification tools via NotifyList.com to let 
your regular readers know when you've updated your log. 

EditThisPage.com is a long-standing favorite that provides weblog- 
gers with special features such as calendars, discussion boards, 
archiving tools, and more. 

NewsBIogger lnewsblogger.com] is the latest site in the giant Blogger 
family; it turns weblogging headline news into a fabulously simple, 


Linkwatcher Ilinkwatcher.com] searches thousands of weblogs e 
hour to let you know how recently a site was updated, so be sui 
add your own to its growing database. - H.P. 


the people who keep them provide a fresh perspec¬ 
tive on the Web just by being slightly unpredictable, 
slightly biased, and slightly less methodical than the 
inhuman algorithms that produce search results and 
.assemble sites into utilitarian, if sometimes bland, 
categorized directories. 

02 02 2001 23:32 EST 

!Even if weblogs themselves are no longer the newest 
:new thing on the Web, rest assured that, whatever 
ithe next new thing might be, the legions of weblog- 
jgers are out there uncovering talk of it. ■ 

Heidi Pollock, phostar.com, writes for iVillage and Webmonkey. 

This is her first story for Y-Life. 










THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON, »• * 

office of the president of the united states 


From: George W. Bush 
To: Albert Gore Jr. 

Dear Al, 

Many people have told me that I eotdd hdp he^ t^o^ds COU ntry or 

Sy. job. Uncle Dick suggested 1 ^^S-A^ASS-.-DOWC: 
other only he didn't say it lie Amb*®^ i ^ b ei smurfing on that Internet 

t. First, we’ve got to make Uknow of i^th^stuff* 11 

man can understand tt. I mean^h ^ js a super hero who wears 

that Big Tobacco lays on the RN , becomes invisible. Or at least a 
a tight red suit and can run so fast Executive Order directing all 

red blur. With that in mind, I m tssumg « Exemtt 


2 . As you know, I pledged 
to give power back to the 
people and end gridlock 
in Washington. Therefore, 
all of my future appoint' 
ments to the cabinet 
and Supreme Court will 
undergo a rigorous 
examination using the latest 
Internet technologery. 


dmi coTfirttW orvA- eorr\ 


Coitfirmei 



Joi\n Ashcjr/4- 


















3 ' M oh?,r Und r ‘m f'T' 1 f ° Und W ° ^ P^- bu ' Potentially harm- 
fill obsessions: Star Trek and pornography. That sexy half-Borg lady wears 

eather thats nghter than a Supreme Court decision on gay Boy Scouts leading 
school prayers. To stop these & 

twin evils dead (and I’m talkin’ 
deader than Khan after an 
up-close encounter with a 
photon torpedo), I propose 
that parents need to encourage 
their young to download more 
wholesome Borgs like these. 

4- I understand that the security Ernes-H 

and privacy of information on Sevetv of - ’Bot^rnr\(L 

the Internet is a big concern 
for many citizens. Therefore, 

I want banks and the military to use a really neat encryption, like the one 
that used to crack up Jeb and me in junior high. To see how seemingly 
random numbers can turn into hilarious words, type the answer to 
these riddles into a calculator, and then turn it upside down to see the 
un-encrypticated word. (No, really try it.) 

What was Dolly Parton after she visited the porcupine factory’ 

Answer: 55378008 y ' 

I’m sure you’re real busy (not!), but send me an -e-mail” (from now on to 
be called a computer letter”) when you get a chance. After that, we can talk 
about your future job m my administration as Undersecretary (or “UNDIE- 
secretary as Uncle Dick would say) of 26k modems. 

Yer pal. 



Modern Humorist [modernhumorist.com], a daily 
comedy magazine, is now a regular contributor to 
Y-Life. For more insights into the mind of the 
president, check out Georgewscrapbook.com. 












Presto, chango! With the wave of a hand and a few super accessories, you 
can transform your personal digital assistant into your new personal hero 

Personal digital assistant. Not the most magical three words in the English language, but revo¬ 
lutionary ones nonetheless—especially if you’re aware of the extent to which Palm and 
Handspring Visor devices can be more than just battery-powered day planners. It’s all in the 
attachments. Thanks to the Visor’s Springboard socket and the Palm’s serial connector, 
you can add a wide variety of accessories, expanding the power of your PDA. 


IT'S A MAP If your sense of direction is so off-kilter that YOU think north is up, 
consider equipping yourself with global positioning system technology (a fancy way 
of saying electronic pathfinder and map). Rand McNally’s StreetFinder GPS and 
GeoDiscovery’s Geode GPS for the Visor tap into global positioning satellites to 
chart your location with pinpoint accuracy. Combined with mapping software 
(included) that you preload, these devices ensure you’ll never get lost again. The 
StreetFinder comes with a car mount and cigarette-lighter charger, while the Geode 
can store maps on removable memory cards. 

StreetFinder GPS: $129 and up; randmcnally.com; for Palm series 
GeoDiscovery Geode GPS: $289; geodiscovery.com; for Handspring Visor 




uick 


IT'S A TAPE RECORDER When you’re driving at 80 mph, you shouldn’t bejotting down notes 
to yourself. Keep your hands on the wheel and record voice notes instead, using LandWare's GoVox for 
Palm and My-Vox for Visor. GoVox products replace the standard Palm screen shields, while My-Vox 
plugs into the Springboard slot. Each gives you up to eight minutes of digital recording and playback, 
and My-Vox lets you create voice alarms for use with the appointment calendar. 

GoVox: $54.95 (Palm III series); $64.95 (Palm V series); landware.com 
My-Vox: $69.95; palmgear.com/hs; for Handspring Visor 


IT’S A WEB BROWSER OmniSky 

modems add wireless Internet and e-mail 
access to your handheld for $39.95 per month. 
You can surf, send and receive e-mail using mul¬ 
tiple accounts (there’s a blinking light that 
notifies you of new mail), and take advantage of 
handy Web-dipping applications for everything 
from ordering books to checking stock quotes. 
A Visor bonus: The Handspring version of the 
modem is available with a couple of spare 
megabytes of memory. Meanwhile, watch for 
Texas Instruments-developed technology 
to pave the way for fast third-generation 
wireless modules. 

$299 ($200 rebate for six-month agreement) 
plus $39.95/month; omnisky.com; for Palm V 
series, Handspring Visor Platinum and Prism 


X. 


BY RICK BROIDA 










Why buy a pager module for your Visor whc 
stand-alone pagers are a dime a dozen? Simple: The Visor 's big 
screen makes incoming messages much easier to see, while its 
handwriting-recognition system allows for quick and easy 
sition of outgoing messages. Glenayre's @ctiveLink is a 
way transceiver that lets you send and receive pages and Pfeim 
as well as grab customized information like stock quotesjHpl 
times, and driving directions. The InfoMitt Access, a one-way 
pager, is a bargain if all you need to do is receive messflHH 
@ctiveLink: $179 (alone), $478 (with Visor Deluxe 8MB), plus 
$25-$60/month; www.glenayre.com; for Handspring IBBb 
I nfoMitt Access: $49.95 plus $20/month and up; info|^^^H 
(or Handspring Visor 


IT'S A GAME BOY PDAs look like Game Boys and feel 
like Game Boys, so why don't they act like Game Boys? Worldwide 
Widget Works is introducing some fun with its GamePad for the 
Palm III and VII series. It attaches to the HotSync connector and has 
a joypad button plus four action keys, just like a Game Boy. But will 
game designers write for the Palm OS? We're guessing yes. 
Handspring has its GameFace, a mini-joystick that simply clips onto 
the Visor (all models except Prism) and pushes the PDA's buttons. 
The only amazing thing is that no one thought of this sooner. 
GamePad: $29.95, palmgamepad.com; for Palm series 
GameFace: $39.99, handspring.com; for Handspring Visor 


Photograph by 
Hugh Kretschmer 





^/uick Change Artists 


Wait, There's More! 


IT'S A CAMERA Make your PDA double as a low-end digital camera 
for quick V dirty pics. Clip the Kodak PalmPix onto the bottom of your Palm 
(it's compatible with most models) and you can take color photos at reso¬ 
lutions of up to 640 by 480 pixels. The Eyemodule, a Visor accessory, tops 
out at a primitive 320 by 240 - too low a resolution for anything but basic 
Web work. Neither camera takes album-quality photos (the Eyemodule's 
are downright fuzzy), so don't toss your vintage Nikon just yet. 

PalmPix: $99.95; kodak.com; for Palm series 
Eyemodule: $149.95; eyemodule.com; for Handspring Visor 

IT’S AN MP3 PLAYER Tired of carrying both an MP3 player and 
a PDA? Check out the MP3 adapters for Palms and Visors. InnoGear's 
MiniJam, Good Technology's SoundsGood, and PocketPyro's Pyro for Palm 
work just like stand-alone MP3 devices but take advantage of your 
handheld's relatively big screen to provide song info, playlists, and easy- 


access controls. The SoundsGood is the most streamlined of the three, 
installing flush with the Visor's shell, but it lacks the memory-card 
expandability of the Pyro and MiniJam. 

InnoGear MiniJam: $199 and up; innogear.com; for Handspring Visor 
Good Technology SoundsGood: $269; good.com; for Handspring Visor 
PocketPyro Pyro for Palm: price not yet determined; pocketpyro.com; 
for Palm series 

IT’S A REMOTE CONTROL There’s the TV, the VCR, the DVD 
player, and the stereo. If your coffee table looks like a remote-control 
sargasso, try Pacific Neo-Tek’s OmniRemote instead. This Springboard 
module transforms your Visor into a powerful universal remote, able to 
operate virtually every audiovisual device in your house. You can use the 
prefab on-screen button layouts or design your own, creating buttons that 
perform multiple functions (stereo off, TV on, for instance), and set timers 
to turn your gear on or off at designated times. Software to convert a 


Palm device into a remote is available at leading Palm download sites, too. 

$59.95; pacificneotek.com; for Handspring Visor 

IT’S A WORD PROCESSOR The pen may be mightier than 
the sword, but a keyboard kicks both their butts. Whether you want to 
take notes or write novels, put down that clunky laptop and stick a Palm 
Portable Keyboard in your pocket. Yes, pocket. This comfortable, full-size 
keyboard folds up to the size of a pack of Pop-Tarts. The Visor version is 
sold by Targus under the name Stowaway. 

Palm Portable Keyboard: $99; palm.com; for Palm series 
Stowaway: $99.99; targus.com; for Handspring Visor 

IT’S A RADIO MP3s are wonderful, but sometimes you just gotta 
have NPR. For All Things Considered and all your other radio needs, there's 
the CUERadio, an FM receiver for the Visor. This versatile module not only 
tunes in your favorite stations (and lets you preset 
stations) but also receives data: news alerts, weather 
forecasts, traffic reports, and more. 

IT’S A CORDLESS PHONE... If you don't 

travel much but do gab a lot on the phone, try Arkon 
Networks' Parafone, a Springboard module plus 
base station that transforms the Visor into a killer 
cordless. The rechargeable 900MHz analog device 
offers conference calling, caller ID, voice mail 
notification, call history (up to 1,000 calls), and 
one-tap dialing from your address book. 

Price not yet determined; www.arkonnetworks.com; 
for Handspring Visor 

...AND A CELL PHONE, TOO Sure, you may 
look a little strange having a conversation with your 
Visor, but at least it won't be one-sided. Handspring's 
VisorPhone turns your PDA into a full-blown cellular that supports caller ID, 
three-way calling, direct dialing from your address book, and text messaging. 
A detachable headset frees up your hands. It's pricey for a cell but definitely 
spikes the needle if you want to streamline your gadgets. 

$299 plus $20-$140/month, depending on plan; handspring.com; 
for Handspring Visor 

IT’S A SPINNING COACH Whether you're training for the Tour de 
France or cycling the streets of San Francisco, BikeBrain is your new best friend. 
This sensor kit turns your Palm into a mounted bicycle computer that displays 
route directions, speed graphs, altitude profiles, and other info as you ride. 
$89.95 and up; bikebrain.com; for Palm series 
$99.95 for Handspring Visor ■ 


RICK BROIDA is the coauthor of How to Do Everything With Your Palm Handheld 
and How to Do Everything With Your Visor. 


ATTACK OF THE KILLER PALMBOTS 

Why turn a Palm device into a robe :’ : 

By Don Willmott 


It probably wouldn’t survive the smackdown action of a BattleBots 
brawl, but the six-sided, three-wheeled Palm robot can get around 
quite nicely using infrared sensors and battery power. Originally 
developed at Carnegie Mellon University, the $299 Palm III 
PPRK SV203 Easy Kit is available from Acroname [acroname.com] 
in either easy (partially assembled) or geeky (soldering required) 
configurations. Downloadable software will program your newly 
mobile PDA to, well, roll around. Expect a Handspring version 
by the time you read this. 
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g PHOTO FINISH 

s ^^The Net came of age with digital cameras, which are no longer luxury gear. But even 
| : if you’re snapping with a cheap point-and-shoot, you can still log on to get great film- 

£ | processing deals and post family photos online. Which sites can you trust to make your 

| pictures shine? We put them to the test in this month’s Web Lab, on page 133. 
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O Weather.com Upgrades make 
it easier to access local conditions 
for specific activities, such as gar¬ 
dening and golf. The site also now 
posts hour-by-hour forecasts for 
48-hour periods, [weather.com) 

O Epinions.com Improved search 
features at this consumer-to-con- 
sumer information site help you 
find items by brand, price, and 
other particulars, such as car model 


d I Go U Go If you've got wan¬ 
derlust and a PC, this community 
of nomads can enhance your 
experience with user recommen¬ 
dations. Peek into myriad personal 
journals that rate destinations 
worldwide, or post your own to 
earn points toward free trips and 
travel perks, [igougo.com] 


and year. Also new: comparison 
shopping, [epinions.com] 

O NationalGeographic.com: 
WildWorld New interactive atlases 
separate the globe into terres¬ 
trial and aquatic "ecoregions" 
deemed the most critical for con¬ 
servation. Enter Sights 8 Sounds 
to hear a polar bear roar and whales 
sing, [nationalgeographic.com/ 
wildworldl 


Notes from the Road Choose 
a region and read engrossing sto¬ 
ries framed by vivid photos. Act¬ 
ing as social commentator, Erik 
Gauger will take you diving in the 
West Indies, traipse with you 
through Madrid, guide you down 
the Baja peninsula, and more. 
[notesfromtheroad.com] 






H Information junkies will gobble up Yahoo! News: Most E-mailed 
Content [dailynews.yahoo.eom/h/mt/us/dailynews/7u]. The new 
feature posts the top quirky stories and photos readers are send¬ 
ing across the Net. 

|®The | a t e st addition to the AOL Anywhere family is AOLTV 
[aol.com/anywhere/aoltv]. Conned the set-top device to an ordi¬ 
nary television for Internet service on the tube. 

Lycos Travel [travel.lycos.com] users will benefit from the por¬ 
tal's recent liaison with OneTravel.com, which aggregates budget 
airfares, hotels, and car rentals. 

# Following the trend of scaling back, AltaVista [altavista.com] 
has closed its community services (e-mail, chatrooms, and message 
boards) to fundion solely as a search engine and Web directory. 



GIVE YOUR GEAR SOME PERSONALITY 

Q If you want something done right, the saying goes, you 
have to do it yourself—and now, that includes customizing 
your sports gear. Wish those cleats had an orange swoosh? 
Want a baseball glove with your name on it? Input your 
desires via the link to Nike iD at Nike [nike.com]. Whether 
you’re playing to win the corporate softball trophy or a col¬ 
lege football scholarship, stir up team spirit with uniforms and 
warm-ups made for the whole gang at NikeTeam.com. Skate¬ 
boarders, climbers, and runners can express their creative side 
at Customatix.com. Touting up to “3 billion trillion” possible foot¬ 
wear combinations, the site lets you choose everything from the 
color of the lace loops to the bottom of your rubber sole, man. 

























O The Mint Entrepreneurial^ 
minded youngsters can get a head 
start at this site. Kids can create 
their own budgets - entering salary, 
expenses, and savings - or use 
the Financial Calculator to project 
how long it will take to save 
up for, say, a Sony PlayStation 2. 
lthemint.org] 

O New Moon: The Magazine 
for Giris and Their Dreams Instead 
of touting makeup and high heels, 
the young editors here (all under 
age 15) encourage adolescent girls 
to learn about health, body image, 
and self-confidence. Participate in 
'Turn Beauty Inside Out Day," which 
celebrates inner goodness rather 
than mainstream-media looks. 
[newmoon.org/nmg/index.htm] 



O Plastic From the editors of Suck 
and Feed comes yet another sassy 
news venue. Dedicated to "recy¬ 
cling the Web in real time,” it posts 
continual updates from top media 
sites, along with provocative links 
and opinionated commentary gen¬ 
erated by readers, [plastic.com] 

DownBeat.com Hard bop 
purists and fusion addicts alike can 
get their musical fix at the online 
version of the jazzbo's bible. 
While print articles aren't repro- 





duced in full, message boards, 
streaming radio, and digital down¬ 
loads make it easy to improvise. 

[downbeat.com] 


Q Steamer Trunk Merchants If 

the glamour of travel’s Golden Age 
is your idea of luxury, then this site's 
vintage posters and accessories will 
really float your boat. Planning a 
cruise on the QE2? Buy your port¬ 
manteaus for the voyage here. 
[steamertrunkmerchants.com] 

O eBay Presents: Disney Auc¬ 
tions If you're the gotta-have-it 
type when it comes to Magic King¬ 
dom kitsch, bookmark this new 
site. When we looked, memora¬ 
bilia included an original Snow 
White storybook painting and a 
1989 New Mickey Mouse Club 
member kit. Check Auctions 
Under $50 to bid on such items 
as a Disney villains stationery set. 



[pages.ebay.disney.com] 


O MISC./NEAT 

O TheFence.com Whether in 
bar stool disputes at the Pub or 
advanced deliberations in Grad 
School, this is a site on which to 
opine. Gay rights, workplace drug 
testing, and the greatest quarter¬ 
back of all time are just a sampling 
of the more than 270 controversial 
subjects of debate, [thefence.com] 

Q The Crime Library Notorious 
gangsters, mass murderers, serial 
killers, spies, and terrorists can all 
be found in this collection of sen¬ 
sational stories ripped from the 
headlines. You may come for the 
gory details of the JonBenet Ram¬ 
sey case, but you'll be sucked in 
by the psychological profiles of the 
criminal mind, [crimelibrary.com] 


WHEN ARTISTS GO POSTAL 

C) Fascinated by the facial features of Joseph Roulin, a 
local postal employee in Arles, France, Vincent van Gogh 
began painting portraits of his bearded friend in 1888. Van 
Gogh's Postman: The Portraits of Joseph Roulin [moma.org/ 
exhibitions/vangoghpostmanl, the companion page to a 
Museum of Modem Art exhibit, relates how the two became 
close companions. How close? The mail carrier nursed the 
artist back to sanity after the notorious psychotic episode 
in which Van Gogh cut off a part of his own ear. 

But Van Gogh isn’t the only artist who found inspi¬ 
ration at the post office. When Nick Bantock spied an 
exotic tropical stamp on a fellow customer’s letter, the 
idea for Griffin & Sabine was born. A romantic correspon¬ 
dence between a British artist and his muse, his tale is told 
via beautifully drawn and stamped postcards and letters. 
At First Post Office Story [chroniclebooks.com/Adult/Titles/8118/ 
27/27526/27526e8.htmlJ, in an excerpt from Bantock’s auto¬ 
biography, The Arffid Dodger: Images andRffiections, the author 
describes his love affair with opening mail as a “cross 
between Christmas and sex.” 
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DANCING ACROSS THE WEB 

The New York City Ballet's site is luring a new generation of fans 


Believe it or not, performing arts on the Internet can be more 
uplifting than a fuzzy streaming clip of Eminem rapping at the 
MTV Video Music Awards. For proof, look no further than 
the Web site of the New York City Ballet InYcballet.org]. 

Aware that it’s not necessarily preaching to the converted, the 
site seeks to educate users about the history of the acclaimed 
Gotham company and the nuances of the art form itself It fea¬ 
tures extensive resources for teachers and students, including a 
virtual class that introduces the basic ballet positions. To attract 
out-of-towners, the ticketing section provides an NYCB Travel 
Planner, which offers special hotel rates. 

Are visitors taking the bait? The numbers seem encourag¬ 
ing. More than a third of online purchasers come from outside 
the New York metropolitan area, and nearly half of them have 
never seen a live ballet performance. That last statistic is per¬ 
haps the most important, because traditional performing-arts 
organizations are struggling to recruit young fans. 

While some musical genres, such as techno and hip-hop, 
seem ready-made for the Internet, opera, ballet, and classical 
music are uniquely poised to take advantage of the online medium, 
introducing a new generation to their worlds. 


TALK SHOWS 


O COMFORT FOOD 

Oprah.com Oprah Winfrey covers 
all her career hallmarks, offering 
words of wisdom at every click. Vis¬ 
itors are encouraged to perform ran¬ 
dom acts of kindness, reconnect 
with their spirit, and discover true 
gratitude by reading real-life sto¬ 
ries of faith and of beating the odds. 
They can also preview future Oprah 
shows, watch clips of Oprah deliv¬ 
ering her monthly mission state¬ 
ments on the 0 magazine page, and 
check Oprah's Book Club for the 
tomes she'll rocket to the top of 
the charts. Got your own story to 
tell? Submit it to the site, [opiah.com] 
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9 CHEAP THRILLS 


Jerry Springer Show The host of 
America's most outrageously rau¬ 
cous talk show sounds more like 
Mother Teresa in his official site 
biography, which makes much ado 
about his charitable deeds. Skip 
straight to the show section for 
some trademark sleaze. Get a run¬ 
down of upcoming programs (Jerry 
confronts Kenny with the results 
of nine positive paternity tests!) 
and learn how to get free tickets. 
Then drop the host a line if you 
think you've got what it takes to 
spill your innards on camera. 
[studiosusa.com/jerry] 



















Oman of respect 

Montel Montel Williams, the kinder, 
gentler host, has a real presence 
on his site. He openly shares his 
beliefs on responsibility, faith, 
racism, and respect, and replies to 
letters on the Montel Answers page 
with candor and humor. See what's 
coming up on his show, submit 
ideas for "compelling and insight¬ 
ful" future shows, or enter the Cure 
for Multiple Sclerosis Poetry Con¬ 
test. [montelshow.com] 

O DRESSED TO KILL 



DIGITAL BEATS 


REMIX MASTER 

Shockwave.com Put your own stamp 
on favorite songs in the Music Mix¬ 
ers section, then save them and 
send 'em to friends. Fame and glory 
to ensue shortly thereafter. 
[shockwave.com! 

#GET CREATIVE 

Absolut DJ Developed by the cel¬ 
ebrated DJ Spooky and friends, the 
pioneering interactive mixing board 
allows visitors to produce original 


music tracks. Replicated several 
times over but never executed quite 
as well, this baby will have you 
dropping hard beats and tricky 
scratches in order to create the ulti¬ 
mate sound track to your life. 
[absolutdj.com] 


Hdjyou 

Turntables Drag beats and scratches 
to the turntable, and make the crowd 
cheer whenever you think your own 
work is da bomb. Waste valuable 
working hours here, [turntables.de! 

KILEY BATES 


Jenny Jones More shameless than 
Jerry Springer, Jenny Jones always 
seems to feign innocent surprise 
when her guests spill their sordid 
stories on her chirpy set. Her site 
is equally perky, with fashion and 
beauty tips galore ("Skinny belts 
are phatl"). Be sure to take the Geek 
or Chic? test, which claims that you're 
a geek if you're able to recite entire 
scenes from Monty Python movies. 
Does that mean you’re chic if you 
encourage people to debase them¬ 
selves on national television? 
[jennyjones.warnerbros.com] 

PAMELA DESBARRES 



BASEBALL FANATICS 

O fantasy leagues 

BaseballHQ.com; MLB.com As 
soon as the baseball season gets 
into full swing, do-it-yourselfers 
get into the game with rotisserie 
teams and fantasy leagues. For 
$99 a year, BaseballHQ subscribers 
can build winning lineups with the 
help of scouting reports and draft 
guides. Or check out Major League 



Baseball’s official site for free 
fantasy games. 

[baseballhq.com; mlb.com] 



Here he breaks his silence to tout sc 
favorite Net destinations: 


GUEST GUIDE 

PROFESSIONAL CHARLATAN' TELLER 

The mute half of > years, I let this site scour more than 7,000 
bad-boy illusionists ; independentbookstores.Iabebooks.com] 
Penn & Teller has a i 

lot to say at Sincity BOOKS AND STORIES ONLINE 1 ve recently 
[sincity.com], where i rekindled my interest in reading classics such 
as Moby Dick by using a Rocket eBook, and 
this is where I go to fill it up with text. 


you can ponder his 
eclectic writings. 


re of his [geocities.com/soho/7786/books.htm] 


ABEBOOKS.COM l iu a used-book junkie, with \ fessional charlatan, and people always ask me 
a taste for obscure material. Instead of get- whether stuff is true or not. Instead of calling 
ting black lung searching dusty shelves for me, check out this site [snopes.com] 


#FAN SITES 

MLBfans.net Looking to connect 
with fellow devotees of the dia¬ 
mond? This gateway links to official 
major and minor league pages, as 
well as to hundreds of sites run by 
individual enthusiasts, such as Leo’s 
Ultimate Mike Piazza Fan Site. Bet¬ 
ter yet, it fosters active forums for 
all the MLB teams, where boosters 
and naysayers bat fair and foul balls 
around. Looking for tickets? Check 
Classified Ads, where you can also 
buy and sell baseball collectibles 
and memorabilia, [mlbfans.net] 

TRADING CARDS 

ThePit.com This sports card stock 
market is the first of its kind, and it 
allows collectors to buy and sell 
authenticated cards in much the 
same way that stocks are traded. 
The site tracks advancers and dedin- 
ers, regularly updates quotes, and 
reports breaking news. Detailed 
market information helps fans 
decide how much to bid on that 
1989 Upper Deck Ken Griffey Jr. (up 
9 percent to $231 when we checked). 
A small commission is charged for 
transactions. Ithepit.com] 

BRYAN VANDYKE 
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A ROCKET IN YOUR POCKET 

Want to teleport to global hot spots? Your PDA can take you places 


Q It doesn’t take much to turn your PDA into a lean, mean 
traveling machine, and it doesn’t cost a lot, either. Free down¬ 
loads of international travel guides, language translators, maps, 
and other on-the-go tools are abundant at sites such as Yahoo! 
Mobile [mobile.Yahoo.com/wireless/downloads]. Handango [handango. 
com], and ZDNet: Palm OS Downloads [zdnet.com/downloads/ 
pilotsoftwarel 

Vindigo [vindigo.com], the best of the mobile-device travel guides, 
provides information on where to eat, shop, and play in over 15 U.S. 
cities, as well as in London. You can customize it to your street 
location and find not only the nearest restaurants (with reviews 
supplied by Zagat, among others) but also walking directions. 
Another handy download, Abroad!, which is available at ZDNet, 
bundles currency converters, a world clock, and country databases 
into one tool. Vindigo is free; the clock and Abroad! are shareware. 

For updated Web content, savvy Palm users sync with AvantGo: 
Featured Channels Iavantgo.com/channels]. Its travel channel features 
dozens of partners, from American Express to the Monaco Gov¬ 
ernment Tourist Office, along with such useful services as NextBus 


Transit Information. Book your journey with Expedia.com. and 
you can download the complete itinerary using AvantGo. Book 
elsewhere, and you can program all your information onto a chan¬ 
nel you create yourself And with Trip.com loaded, you can track 
a flight’s airspeed, altitude, direction, and arrival time. 

Before you download anything, though, update your device’s 
virus-scanning utilities. Virtual travelers ought to remember that 
they can catch a bug when exploring new territory 


mm 
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ALASKA 

NORTHWARD, HO! 

The Guide to Southeast Alaska 

Expansive and brimming with nat¬ 
ural riches, Alaska has been Amer¬ 
ica's adventure destination since it 


was purchased from Russia in 1867. 
Begin your journey with this site's 
500-plus links to the Southeast 
Panhandle, including 360-degree 
panoramas of breathtaking vistas 
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SPECIAL NEEDS 



TRAVEL WITH PETS 

from Valdez Outlook and elsewhere. 



Learn about the history, culture, 

0WOOF SPOKEN HERE 


climate, and available facilities of vil- 

Petswelcome.com For many 

lages along the Inland Waterway, 

or 

animal companions, the family 

use Juneau's interactive white pages 

vacation means being sent to sit 

to locate businesses, tour compa- 

behind bars and wonder whether 

nies, and the e-mail addresses of 

your loved ones are ever cc 


many residents. Maps show major 

ing back. Luckily, the travel 

roads, weather conditions, volcanic 

industry has finally realized that 

action, and flyways. Plan a dramatic 

pets are big business. Access 

arrival via ferry in the extensive Alaska 

25,000-plus listings of hotels 

Marine Highway System. 


and resorts worldwide that 

are 

[www.juneau.com/guidel 


rolling out the rubber carpet for 



four-legged guests. 


0THE LAST FRONTIER 


[www.petswelcome.com] 


The Alaska Internet Travel Guide 



Browse the About Alaska section 

0PAWS FOR THE CAUSE 

for images of astonishing scenery 

Travel Pets Do some good while 

and wildlife. Park maps introduce 

booking a vacation with Fido 

you to national refuges such as the 

or Fluffy. Travel Pets donates 10 

Yukon Delta, a wetland plain that 

percent of all income earned 





state is presented in eight sec- 

0 

i 

tions, each with a brief de¬ 




scription and photos. Moose, 


LAST-MINUTE TRAVEL 


caribou, wolves, grizzlies, and 




black bears inhabit the north¬ 

SITE 59 [site59.com] 


ern hills and eastern moun¬ 


Come here for spur-of- 


tains. Follow links to activities 


the-moment cultural. 


and adventure tour groups 

adventurous, or romantic 


fTop of the World Tundra Tours), 

getaway ideas. 


accommodations (Weeping 




Trout Sports Resort), trans¬ 

LASTMINUTETRAVEL.COM 


portation (Temsco Helicopters), 

[lastminutetravel.com] 


and trip planners. 

Whether you want to visit 


[alaskaone.com/travell 

Venice or Vegas, this site 



aggregates deals on lodging. 


ARCTIC CIRCLING 

airfare, and car rentals. 


Alaska Discovery Whitewater 




rafting on the Tatshenshini 

11THH0URVACATI0NS 


River. Iceberg kayaking in Glac¬ 

[11thhourvacations.com] 


ier Bay. Kayaking out to where 

Search for fun, affordable 


the humpback whales feed. 

cruises and retreats, or bid 


Basking in the midnight sun 

for golfing, adventure, fam- 


of the Arctic National Wildlife 

\ ily, and spa trips. 


Refuge. Canoeing to view herds 




of western arctic caribou. Such 

AMERICAN EXPRESS: 


near-mythic trips await you at 

TRAVEL & ENTERTAINMENT 


the 49th state's pioneer eco- 

[travel.americanexpress.com] 


tourism company. 

Click on Last Minute 


[akdiscovery.com] 

Specials for travel bargains. 


LORENA HAVENS, CARL FRANZ 






through online reservations to 
Texas Hearing and Service Dogs. 
Visit the Pet Store to purchase 
road-trip gear such as a first- 
aid kit, a car harness, and air¬ 
line bags. And print out the 
checklist before you pack. You 
wouldn't want to leave the car¬ 
pet cleaner behind! 
[travelpets.com] 

0SAFE PASSAGE 

TravelDog.com As its name sug¬ 
gests, this site focuses on canine 
companions. However, it pro¬ 
vides invaluable links to private 
transportation services in the 
U.S. and Canada that make sure 
Rover, Kitty, and even Tweety 
arrive at their final destination 
unscathed. TravelDog also breaks 
down the pet rules and regula¬ 
tions of major air carriers. 
[traveldog.com] 

0 CREATURE COMFORTS 

Pet Friendly Travel For pets used 
to having room to roam, a Hol¬ 
iday Inn standard double might 
not be enough. This site links 
to pet-friendly houses, condos, 
and cabins from Alaska to Maine. 
Be sure to check restrictions, as 
some places discriminate against 
pit bulls, rottweilers, and their 
smoking companions. 
[petfriendlytravel.com] 

CHRISTY EPSTEIN 



WALKING TOURS 

0 GLOBAL HOOFING 

Country Walkers Nothing brings us 
closer to new places and people than 
traveling on foot. Take the first step 
toward dozens of worldwide desti¬ 
nations at Country Walkers, where 
trip overviews include a map, itiner¬ 
ary, difficulty rating, and a tempting 
slide show. Follow the footsteps of 
Native Americans in Zion National 
Park, walk among kangaroos Down 
Under, or explore Mayan ruins in 
Belize, [www.countrywalkers.com] 

0 CLASSIC RAMBLES 

Walking in Britain For those seeking 
a traditional walking-stick tourthrough 
England, complete with meandering 
lanes and heathery moors, this site 
reviews paths that traverse the coun¬ 
try, and it also links to rambles in 
Scotland and Wales, [gorp.com/gorp/ 
activity/europe/britain.htm] 

0 LUXURY HIKES 

Sherpa Expeditions: Inn to Inn Inde¬ 
pendent Walks Now here's a cushy 
deal: You follow the trails, but your 
baggage and room await you at the 
end of each day. Trip dossiers for 
journeys throughout Europe describe 
each itinerary in detail. [www.sherpa- 
walking-holidays.co.uk/tours/ 
inntoinn/inntoinn.html L.H., CF. 
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PLASTIC FANTASTIC 

Credit cards are getting smarter. So are banks 


Picture a credit card that lets you buy a concert ticket over 
your cell phone, keeps track of your frequent flier miles, and 
then lets you redeem them on the spot for an airline upgrade— 
and even contains your medical and dental records for a rescue 
team to access in the event of an emergency. If that sounds too 
futuristic, then brace yourself, because the “smart card” is on the 
I way Goaded by the phenomenal success of the American Express 
Blue card, which has garnered more than 5 million users world¬ 
wide since its rollout in 1999, banks are moving aggressively to 
[ launch smart credit cards of their own. Visa recently introduced 
| its first model: a regular magnetic-stripe card that also con- 
j tains an embedded chip. And MasterCard plans to produce 
| its own version later this year. 

Granted, while smart cards have been a raging success in 
Europe and Asia, they have yet to take off in the U. S. But banks, 
tired of watching their credit card customers shop around for 
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the best “teaser” rates, are beginning to view smart cards as the 
killer app that could lock users in for life. Smart cards could also 
help combat online credit card fraud: When you swipe them 
through a card reader attached to your PC, an embedded “dig¬ 
ital certificate” makes Internet transactions more secure. 

Experts caution that it may still take years for these thin 
pieces of plastic to deliver some of the more sophisticated ser¬ 
vices, such as letting you swipe them through your cell phone to 
buy products online. And while issuers maintain that all sensi¬ 
tive data on the cards will be kept in separate “electronic keys” 
that can be accessed only by authorized personnel, civil liber¬ 
tarians warn that more protections are needed to ensure con¬ 
sumer privacy. But given the boom in e-commerce, the 
outlook for these smart devices may be in the cards. 


m 


MOTHER S DAY GIFTS 



0 CLASSY CHOICE 

RedEnvelope For moms, the 
renowned Web emporium recom¬ 
mends classy yet affordable items 
such as a spa in a box, fruit fondue, 
and even Maryland crabs. Browse 
categories such as the Sportsman 
and the Executive to find a Swiss 
Army knife or a leather PDA case, 
available via overnight delivery. 
Who says mothers want only frilly 
things? Eredenvelope.com] 


0 TRIED-AND-TRUE 

1-800-Flowers.com Long-stemmed 
roses? Been there, done that. You 
don't have to settle for the standby: 
Choose from fresh and dried flow¬ 
ers, and funky arrangements such 
as a Tropical Feast - a towering 
centerpiece of eucalyptus, orchids, 
and anthurium. Delivered 
same-day (except on holidays) 
if you and Mom are in the 
same time zone. 
E1800flowers.com] 


0 COOL AND CONSCIOUS 

Mamashops! Truly progres¬ 


sive moms subscribe to HipMama, 
Ariel Gore's print zine devoted to 
"political commentary and ribald 
tales from the front lines of moth¬ 
erhood." The online forum's shop¬ 
ping section peddles subscriptions 
and books, one-of-a-kind T-shirts, 
and coffee for sleep-deprived new 
moms. Emamashops.com] 


0 MATCHMAKER 

Surprise.com Chocolates and flow¬ 
ers are no surprise, but the Mother's 
Day gifts here include more creative 
options, like a travel certificate to 
visit her own mom. Despite the an¬ 
noying gender divisions, the per¬ 
sonality-targeted suggestions put 
this site a notch above other online 
present pickers. Does Mom hate to 
clean? Splurge on maid service. Is 
















she a former Californian? Get her a 
sushi clock, [surprise.com] 

O PICKY PARENT 

GiftCertificates.com Lazy? Hard-to- 
shop-for Mom? The 700-plus mer¬ 
chants in this directory resemble 
the world's largest mall. Search by 
location for certificates from national 
favorites such as the Gap, Crate & 
Barrel, Circuit City, Foot Locker, and 
Barnes ft Noble. Or bestow a Su- 
perCertificate (from $25 to $5,000), 
which lets her shop at the vendor of 
her choice, [giftcertificates.com] 

USA KO 



EXPERT OPINION 

CONSUMER ADVOCATE CLARK HOWARD 



“Information is 
power” says Clark 
Howard, nation¬ 
ally syndicated 
radio host and 
author of Get Clark 
Smart: The Ultimate Guide for the Sawy Consumer. 
Plug into the source at Clarkhoward.com. then 
stop by some of the sites he recommends: 


OVERSTOCK.COM This clever company buys 
up surplus merchandise. It’s got every kind 
of item you could imagine, just like a giant 
electronic flea market, [overstock.com] 

BANKRATE.COM Check here to compare 
rates for any bank product, from savings 
accounts and CDs to loans and mortgages. 

[bankrate.com] 


CARDWEB.COM Whatever kind of credit 
card you’re looking for—no-fee, secured, 
premium-—you can see who’s got the best 
deal, [cardweb.com] 


YAHOO! MESSENGER I use this service for free 
domestic long-distance. The sound quality 
isn’t as good as a normal phone call, but it’s 
not crummy either, [messenger.yahoo.com] 


PERSONAL FINANCE 



o 

HOME BUDGETING 

O GO FIGURE 

Quicken.com: Debt Reduction Plan¬ 
ner Aetna Financial Services: Calcu¬ 
lators Feeling the pinch in a skittish 
economy? Quicken can help you com¬ 
pute the true burden of carrying all 
those high credit card balances. And 
Aetna offers the best monthly bud¬ 
get calculator we found on the Net, 
with room for 45 entries, everything 
from alimony to charitable contribu¬ 
tions. [quicken.com/shopping/ 
debt]; [aetnafinancial.com/your_life/ 
info_center/calculators] 

0 COMPARISON SHOP 

LowerMyBills.com Want to cut your 
cost of living without lowering your 
standard of living? LowerMyBills 
compares rates for mortgages, 
insurance, long-distance phone, even 
your gas and electric utility service, 
o Complete a questionnaire, and if the 

| site finds you a better deal from its 

| roster of participating companies, 

3 you can switch your service on the 

|j spot, [lowermybills.com] 

| 0 TAKE CONTROL 

§ Tightwad Central If you, like Ben 


Franklin, agree that a penny saved 
is a penny earned, this is your site. 
Not only does it track scam alerts 
and provide news about where to 
score free samples and other deals, 
it also offers plenty of waste-not- 
want-nottips: Did you know you can 
make a lamp out of a soda can, cook¬ 
ing oil, and an old sock? 
[tightwad.com] 


0 REDUCE YOUR DEBT 
Money Management International 

Ifyourfinancial problems have reached 
crisis proportions, don't fall prey to a 
"credit repair" scam. Instead, click to 
this nonprofit for free help. Submit 
your information online or by fax, and 
a counselor will contact you to work 
out a manageable repayment plan. 
[www.mmintl.org] DEAN FOUST 


FINANCIAL AID 

0 PLAN OF ATTACK 

FinAid! Need help paying for your ed¬ 
ucation? FinAid is a guide to tapping 
well-known and little-known sources 
of funding. Major sections cover loans, 
scholarships, and military aid. But the 
money trail doesn't end there. Check 
Other Types of Aid for everything from 
activity-specific grants to Web-based 
scholarship lotteries, [finaid.org] 

0 GOVERNMENT FUNDS 

Student Financial Assistance The 
U.S. Department of Education pro¬ 
vides $40 billion a year in grants, 
loans, and work-study programs. 
Find out what Uncle Sam can offer, 
and learn about other federal and 
state resources. Students may apply 
for assistance online via an electronic 
form, [ed.gov/studentaidl 

0 SCHOLARSHIPS 

FastWeb! Do you write killer essays? 
Was your parent in a war? You may 
be eligible for aid you didn't know 
existed. Get alerts whenever a new 
grant fitting your specs enters this 
database of 500,000 scholarships. 
[fastweb.com] HEIDI LAFLECHE 
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SCOUTING FOR CAMPS 

Packing the kids off this summer? The Web can help 


O FOOD ft DRINK 


GREAT CHEFS 

OlHE matriarch 

Julia Child: Lessons with Master Chefs 
Based on the four PBS series that pair 
Child with such other culinary virtu¬ 
osos as Emeril Lagasse, this site fea¬ 
tures a terrific video database. Watch 
show segments online, shop for com- 
panion cookbooks, or dig into the 
recipe archive, [pbs.org/juliachildl 

OlHE patriarch 

Epicurious Food: James Beard 
1903-1985 The father of American 
gastronomy is honored with Beard 
recipes; a bibliography; and details 
on the James Beard Foundation, which 
was established after his death to 
preserve his commitment to Amer¬ 
ica's culinary heritage, [epicurious. 
com/e_eating/e05_beard/intro.html] 

©THE translator 

Jacquespepin.net Jacques Pepin, 
who was Charles de Gaulle's per¬ 


sonal chef in the 1950s, made his 
name adapting French cuisine to 
the American palate. Browse hun¬ 
dreds of recipes, or sample the mae¬ 
stro's tips on everything from how 
to tie an apron to how to clean a 
leek, [jacquespepin.net! 

©THE VEGETARIAN 

Mollie Katzen On-line Author of 
the best-selling Moosewood Cook¬ 
book, Katzen is generally credited 
with putting vegetarian cuisine on 
the American map. Her site is stocked 
with recipes for delicious meat-free 
dishes, [molliekatzen.com] 

ALEXIS ADAMS 



Spring is well under way. Do you know what your kids will 
be doing this summer? From computers to community service, 

: there’s a program out there for every child. The National Camp 
Association, Inc. [summercamp.org] is an invaluable source to help 
parents sort through the options. First, fill out a short ques¬ 
tionnaire in the CampQuest section. Within a couple of weeks, 
you should expect to receive promotional brochures and videos 
from a variety of camps, chosen by an adviser who works with 
i you—for free—throughout the decision-making process, 
j “Younger children often have a much easier time adjusting 
j to camp than older children,” says NCA executive director Jeff 
i Solomon, who recommends sleep-away programs for kids as 
| young as five. 

But not all parents want to send their offspring away for 
| several weeks. The solution: day camps. The Camp Channel 
[campchannel.com], a clearinghouse for a wide range of facilities, 
offers a database of day camps nationwide. 

No matter what kind of program you’re looking for, the Web 
| is a good scout. But an actual camp visit can help ensure that you 
don’t receive any “Hello Muddah, Hello Faddah” tales of woe. 
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ACTIVISM 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
O GLOBAL conscience 

Human Rights Watch In Sierra 
Leone, civilians caught in the path 
of rebels have their hands hacked 
off. In Russia, babies abandoned in 
orphanages resemble living skele¬ 
tons. Such atrocities are chronicled 
in excruciating detail here. The site 
monitors governments and the rev¬ 
olutionaries who oppose them, 
[www.hnw.org] 

O CANDID CAMERAS 

Witness In 1991, an amateur video- 
grapher turned a routine police beat¬ 


ing into the Rodney King brutality 
case. Witness provides activists 
worldwide with training and video 
cameras to enable them to docu¬ 
ment human rights abuses. Watch 
QuickTime clips, [witness.org] 

©JUSTICE for ALL 

Oneworld.net Expanding human 
rights to include economic equal¬ 
ity, the OneWorld International 
Foundation highlights such issues 
as Third World debt and closing the 
digital divide, [www.oneworld.net] 
FRANK GREEN 
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Julia Child: Lessons with Master Chefs 
Based on the four PBS series that pair 
Child with such other culinary virtu¬ 
osos as Emeril Lagasse, this site fea¬ 
tures a terrific video database. Watch 
show segments online, shop for com¬ 
panion cookbooks, or dig into the 
recipe archive, [pbs.org/juliachildl 
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1903-1985 The father of American 
gastronomy is honored with Beard 
recipes: a bibliography; and details 
on the James Beard Foundation, which 
was established after his death to 
preserve his commitment to Amer¬ 
ica's culinary heritage, [epicurious. 
com/e_eating/e05_beard/intro.html] 

Othe translator 
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who was Charles de Gaulle's per¬ 


sonal chef in the 1950s, made his 
name adapting French cuisine to 
the American palate. Browse hun¬ 
dreds of recipes, or sample the mae¬ 
stro's tips on everything from how 
to tie an apron to how to clean a 
leek, [jacquespepin.net] 

Othe vegetarian 

Mollie Katzen On-line Author of 
the best-selling Moosewood Cook¬ 
book, Katzen is generally credited 
with putting vegetarian cuisine on 
the American map. Her site is stocked 
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dishes, [molliekatzen.com] 
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If you’ve seen any of these children, please call the NCMEC hotline at 1-800-THE-L0ST. 


Every day, more than 2,100 children disappear. A staggering statistic. But there is good cause for hope. Working closely with law 
enforcement agencies across the country, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) has achieved 
substantial success in finding children. Canon is proud to join the effort by donating state-of-the-art equipment to help disseminate 
photos and information about missing children faster. In fact, Canon has helped to recover 28 missing children. We urge you to look at the 
children above and see if you recognize any of them. Then take current photos of your own children just in case of an emergency. 
Because photos are the best way to help find missing children. For details about this program, visit us at www.usa.canon.com/consumer. 




for missing children. Canon is donating CanoScan~ 
scanners. Bubble Jet " printers and PowerShot- 
digital cameras to help get the photos out quickly. 
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.com 


Your Interactive Guide to the Latest Products, Best Family Activities and 
Most Effective Educational Tools for Parenting in Digital Times. 



■ E-mail the pros at FamilyPC.com with your questions. Get your answers. 

■ Get the latest news and opinions about high-tech issues. 

■ Get geared up: Reviews of the latest PCs, peripherals, handhelds, and Web appliances. 

■ Pick the best software for your child’s education and your family's passions. 

Get previews and walk-throughs of the latest software. 

SHAREWARE — FREE THINGS — FAMILY PROJECTS 

■ Find your way on the Web: We point you to 
the best in travel, shopping, health, beauty, education, 
finance, and more... 

■ Enter contests and sweepstakes from E-Makeover 
to the My Digital Story Photo Contest. Win vacations, 
equipment and stuff for your school. 

■ Subscribe to the weekly e-newsletter 
from Internet Mom. 

■ Sign-up your child’s teacher for a 
FamilyPC Teachers’ Technology Grant. 


EamilyPC.com 

Real Life. Real Answers. 








1§|A picture may be worth a thousand words, but is a digi¬ 
tal camera really worth a thousand bucks? Happily, that’s a 
question you no longer have to ask. These days you can snag 
a decent digicam for under $500. But you really don’t need 
one to take advantage of online photo sites. Indeed, we got 
along fine with several $8 disposable cameras. We shot our 
pictures and sent in our film—not to the local Rite Aid but to 
the top five photo sites. Why use the Web for this? Because 
on the Net, processing is just the beginning. 

Photo sites scan your photos into digital albums, which 
you can organize and share. They can also save you money and 
grief Thanks to the screwy world of Internet economics, some 
sites will process and post your pics for free. Most let you or¬ 
der only the prints you want (so you won’t have to pay to see 
your thumb). And because your images are stored electroni¬ 
cally, you can order reprints on demand. If that red-eye is bug¬ 
ging you or the contrast seems off the best sites—such as Ofoto 
and Shutterfly—will let you manipulate your images. 

Of course, digital cameras let you bypass processing com¬ 
pletely. Upload your pictures, build albums, and order en¬ 
largements with just a few clicks. We tried this, too, to see who 
produced the best prints. We also looked at sites that bring 
you the latest photo news, product reviews, and techniques. 
Whether you prefer digital or film, our Gold Star sites come 
through with flying colors. 




BEST OVERALL PHOTO SITE 

OFOTO [ofoto.com] 

We have to confess: Ofoto crept up 
on us. In the past, if we had to pick 
one site for all our photo needs, we'd 
go with Shutterfly, which always of¬ 
fered a nice combination of tools and 
quality. It still does. But Ofoto has the 
edge now. Its digital prints were every 
bit as good as Shutterfly's, and film 
prints were even better (but not quite 
as good - or as cheap - as Snap- 
fish's). Service was extraordinarily 
fast Our digital prints shipped within 
an hour of ordering. Edit tools let you 
crop your images and adjust color. 
You can see who has visited your 
albums, and if constructive criticism 
doesn't faze you, you can even read 
comments guests leave about your 
photos. (For an overview of the com¬ 
petition, see "Report Card," page 134J 

BEST PRINTS FROM FILM 

SNAPPISH [snapfish.com] 
Whoever said you get what you pay 
for hasn't sent their vacation photos 
to Snapfish. This site wants your 
film, it wants your eyeballs - it just 
doesn't seem to want your money. Or 
not much of it anyway. Send in your 
35mm rolls (no APS) and Snapfish will 
process, scan, and print out a whole 
set of 4x6 prints for $3.98, including 
shipping. Sure, it used to be even 
cheaper, at $1.69 per roll, but we still 
love this deal, even if there's an ad 
or two in our online album. Prints from 
negatives are sharp and vivid - but 
with Kodak as a partner, that's not a 
big surprise. 



BEST DIGITAL PRINTS 

OFOTO [ofoto.com] 

There are a lot of good reasons to 
use a digital camera: There's no film 
to develop, you can manipulate im¬ 
ages on your PC, you can instantly 
delete those none-too-flattering 
self-portraits. Here's another: Use a 
2-megapixel or better digicam, and 
enlargements will look sharper than 
blowups of scanned shots. Ofoto of¬ 
fers some nifty tools to upload and 
enhance your images; better yet, the 
prints look great. The site knows that 
not all digital images fit perfectly 
onto an 8x10, so you can have pic¬ 
tures cropped, or printed whole with 
white borders. No worry, then, that 
any heads will be lopped off. 

BEST PHOTO SHARING 

ZING [zing.com] 


Photo sites don't save just memo¬ 
ries; they also save marriages. Now 
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your mother-in-law can see all the 
snapshots she wants of the grand- 
kids - from the privacy of her own 
home. Nice. While the major photo 
hubs let you share your pictures, a 
few sites have made this feature their 
forte, and the best of the bunch is 
Zing. It has terrific tools to get your 
shots into online albums, offers an 
intuitive interface your most com¬ 
puter-phobic relative can master, and 
lets visitors add comments and their 
own photos (if you want them to). 
Storage space is unlimited, and you 
can password-protect any album, so 
those bachelor-party candids won’t 


wind up on the wrong person's screen. 
(For more on photo-sharing sites, see 
"A Closer Look,” page 135.) 

best photo community 

PHOTO.NET [photo.net] 

We sure hope your photographs are 
prettier than this site, which looks like 
it was designed in a UNIX workshop. 
Don't let the lack of eye candy fool 
you, however. Photo.net is the Web’s 
top site for picking the brains of other 
shutterbugs and sharing your own 
expertise. A staggering array of dis¬ 
cussion forums -160 threads just on 
camera bags! - cover everything from 


where to rent a Nikon in Budapest to 
what film to use in a delivery room. 
The site caters to both film and dig¬ 
ital photographers, newbies and 
pros, with members chiming in on 
the equipment, accessories, and 
repair shops they love and hate. 

BEST DIGITAL 
CAMERA TUTORIALS 

SHORTCOURSES 

[shortcourses.com] 

Aspect ratio, charge-coupled devices: 
Digital photography has more tech¬ 
nical jargon than a NASA flight 
manual. You don't need to be a rocket 



scientist to take great pictures, but 
knowing some basic facts can help. 
Dennis P. Curtin's terrific ShortCourses 
teach you how a digicam captures an 
image, why you should care about 
pixels, and why your enlargements 



THE BASICS 

FILM PROCESSING 

DIGITAL PRINTS 

fl 

| EXTRAS/CAVEATS 

OVERALL 


Processes 35mm and APS 
film. Photos scanned at 
Lb 1,536x1,024 resolu- 
Rf| tion. Prints made 
P™ from scans - good 
quality, but Snapfish is 
better. 

Excellent, vivid prints. 

Choice of having photo 
LaMM cropped to fit print 

3 size or printed in its 
entirety. Will warn if 
resolution is insufficient 
for enlargement. 

First two rolls processed 
free; $2.95 per roll there- 

||jB| for the prints you 

4x6; 99 cents for 5x7; 

$2.99 for 8x10. 

Unlimited storage space 
for albums. Can crop, fix 

brightness, contrast. 
»™B Excellent ordering 

multiple addresses. 


OFOTO 

[ofoto.coml 

A- ; 






Excellent prints. Will warn 

B^B You crop images or 
let site do it; photo 
printed whole with 

more than 20 percent. 

Processing and scanning 
are free - for now. Pay for 
■BB only the prints you 
want 49 cents for 

4x6; 99 cents for 

5x7; $3.99 for 8x10. 

Unlimited storage space. 

Can crop, fix red-eye, 

■WBll adjust color, print in 
jpjjll black and white. 
Excellent ordering 
interface lets you send to 
multiple addresses. 


SHUTTERFLY 

[shutterfly.com] 

Processes 35mm and APS 
film. Photos scanned at 
Lbb 1,536x1,024 resolu- 
j tion. Prints made 

were inconsistent, some 
with blue tints, flat colors. 

B+ 


1 






Up to 60MB storage. Will 
process 24 rolls every 12 
■^b months (after that, 
pay $2.49 plus ship- 
BIH ping). Easy ordering 
lets you mix print sizes, 
quantities, recipients. 


SNAPFISH 

[snapfish.com] 

Processes 35mm film 
only. Photos scanned at 
L| 1,536x1,024 resol u- 
bon. Prints made 
Wwb from negatives - 
were sharp and vivid. 

Images were overex¬ 
posed and washed out. 
Lm Will warn if resolu- 
Kgj tion is insufficient 

Images automatically 
cropped to fit print size. 

A t t 

...... -i per roll, up from 

§f|| $1.69. But that 

BB™ includes processing, 

4x6 prints - a great deal. 

B 





Processes 35mm and APS 
film. Photos scanned at 
Ljb 1,536x1,024 resolu¬ 
tion. Prints made 

.from scans - good, 

vivid colors. 

Very good quality; lags 
just behind leaders. Does 
Lb not warn if resolu- 
[H tion is insufficient 
for enlargement. 

cropped to fit print size. 

Must order $1 develop¬ 
ment "coupons"; you also 
b —m pay postage to send 
film. Pay only for 

1- 1 prints you want 45 

cents for 4x6; 99 cents for 
5x7; $2.99 for 8x10. 

Unlimited storage space. 
Download high-res scans, 
bh transfer photos to 
u palmtop. Visitors can 

so password-protect the 
private stuff. 


CLUB PHOTO 

[clubphoto.com] 

B 


1 



1 

Decent prints. Upload 
images only via Photo- 
Works software. Will 
RhH warn if resolution is 
■Hi insufficient for 
enlargement. No option 
to print whole image. 

Get full set of 4x6 prints 
for $7.45, plus shipping. 
L—l High-res scanning 
| adds another $2.50. 

Snii Reprints: 25 cents 
for 4x6; 95 cents for 5x7; 
$1.95 for 8x12 (weird size). 

Unlimited storage space. 

No enhancement tools, 
Lgmg but software applet 
|M lets you edit. Must 
opt for high-res 
scans to get 8x10. Awk¬ 
ward ordering interface. 


PHOTOWORKS 

[photoworks.com] 

Processes 35mm and APS 
film. Photos scanned at 
U-rq 768x512 resolution 
unless you pay for 

. 1 1,536x1,024. Prints 

made from negatives - 
sharp but yellowish. 

B- 




HOW WE RATED THE SITES: We used five disposable 35mm cameras and shot the same indoor and outdoor scenes under identical lighting conditions. We then had the film processed and ordered 
a set of 4x6 prints. Next we uploaded digital images and compared the quality of prints we received. Testing took place in February and March 2001; grades do not reflect any enhancements since then. 
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are sometimes cropped. Illustrations 
are ample, and explanations are al¬ 
ways clear. You can buy printed ver¬ 
sions of each ShortCourse (the sales 
pitch isn't subtle), but the free on¬ 
line material is more than enough to 
bring any photographer up to speed 
on digital technology and all its artis¬ 
tic possibilities. 

BEST DIGITAL 

CAMERA REVIEWS 

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY REVIEW 

Idpreview.com] 

If Dickens had written digicam re¬ 
views, they'd probably have looked 
like these - long. But there's good 
reason for the length: This site posts 
the Web's most exhaustive hands-on 
analysis. No feature is too small; even 
camera packaging is critiqued. Each 
review is supplemented with dozens 
of illustrations, showing you every 
button, gauge, and menu. There are 
sample photos, too, so once you see 
what the camera looks like, you can 
see how it performs. Charts show you 
all available file formats and resolu¬ 
tions and tell you how many pictures 
you can fit on the supplied memory 
card. You can compare multiple mod¬ 
els side by side, read user comments, 
and even input your requirements 
(price, resolution, weight) to let the 
site suggest some picks. 

BEST DIGITAL 
CAMERA NEWS 
STEVE'S DIGICAMS 
Isteves-digicams.com] 

When Steve Sanders started writing 
about digital photography back in 
1998, he had no idea what he was 
getting himself into. What began as 
a single page has blossomed into 
one of the busiest photo sites on the 
Web - and justifiably so. Steve's Digi- 
w j Cams may have a homegrown look 
5 ; (Sanders is not exactly swimming in 
2 i venture cap), but it's your go-to site 
1 for product announcements and the 
“ ! latest news. You can compare specs 
| on current camera models, see what’s 
* down the road, and read reviews on 


a host of accessories, including a 
dozen different memory-card read¬ 
ers. There's also a handy glossary, 
links to useful sites and software, 
and excellent information on batter¬ 
ies, chargers, and rebates. 

BEST PHOTO 
NOVELTY GIFTS 

CLUB PHOTO [clubphoto.com] 

If you don't photograph well, maybe 
you taste great. Club Photo has this 
crazy notion that we want to see our 
faces on everything - T-shirts, bar¬ 
becue aprons, mugs, plates, pen¬ 



dants, puzzles, stuffed animals, sugar 
cookies, lollipops, and (the piece de 
resistance) "photo frosting," which 
turns your picture into a slab of icing 
you can lay on top of a cake. Made 
of food coloring, the image is com¬ 
pletely edible - if you haven't lost 
your appetite. Maybe it works bet¬ 
ter for the kids. Speaking of which, 
you can even put Junior's face on a 
CD cover for Kenny Loggins's More 
Songs From Pooh's Corner. Then you 
can use the same photo for the miss¬ 
ing-child fliers when Junior runs away 
from home. ■ 


A CLOSER LOOK: PHOTO SHARING 

Grandma’s lived for 90 years—and if she lives another 90, maybe she’ll figure out how to open 
an attachment. Luckily, she doesn’t have to. Photo-sharing sites let you build albums right on 
the Web, where guests can view them and order prints. The best sites give you full control 
over what you share and with whom. After all, there are things Grandma doesn’t need to see. 


GatherRound.com 

[gatherround.com] 

Why Share Here: GatherRound is low-bandwidth 
friendly - you can choose to upload digital photos 
at low resolution, which speeds up the process con¬ 
siderably and results in images that are fine for 
viewing online. But if you (or your guests) plan to 
order prints, you'll want to upload at full resolution. 
Storage Space: 50MB. 

Security: Cumbersome. You must set a password in 
order to share, but visitors have access to all albums 
- not just the one you invite them to view - with that 
password. So, to be sure no one sees something they 
shouldn't, set separate passwords for each album. 
Quick Take: Don't let the slick interface fool you - 
this site can't match Zing or PhotoPoint in terms of 
features. And your photos compete with ads for screen 
space. But if you have a slow modem connection, 
GatherRound can save you uploading time. 

PhotoPoint 

[photopoint.com] 

Why Share Here: The "PicCheers" you send via 
e-mail are the best around. You can build Pocket 
Albums, too, for viewing on PDAs. PhotoPoint offers 
more image-editing tools than other sites. You can 
even create and share "movies" - animated slide 
shows of your photos, complete with captions and 
sound tracks. 


Storage Space: Unlimited. 

Security: Albums can be password-protected, and 
should be: Anyone who knows your e-mail address 
can access all of your unprotected albums. 

Quick Take: The site's many good features need bet¬ 
ter implementation. You can use your address book 
for sending album invites, but not for sending Pic- 
Cheers. You can disable print ordering, but once you 
do, no visitor can order from any album (we’d rather it 
was on an album-specific or guest-specific basis). 

Zing 

[zing.com] 

Why Share Here: Zing fosters either a collaborative 
environment or a restrictive one - the choice is yours. 
Allow guests to add their own pictures to your al¬ 
bum, or let them view pictures only. For each album, 
you can post links to related sites. 

Storage Space: Unlimited. 

Security: You can set a password for each album, and 
guests will be prompted to enter it before they can 
view your pictures. Even then, they'll have access to 
just that one album. 

Quick Take: Our Gold Star site. Easy navigation means 
no frantic calls from relatives. Security is well imple¬ 
mented, so no need to worry that the wrong person 
is going to see the wrong pictures. But the real plus 
is the collaborative element, which makes it easy to 
create "group" albums. 


Yahoo! Internet Life ► May 2001 


135 














sex and the internet reputations. They could; 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 95 be standing in the gro-l 

eery line next to the person they had cybersex with last night; 
and not even know it,” Maheu told a Canadian reporter. 

I My son, Ian, and his 17-year-old friend Matt both say they found 
Internet pom helpful in shaping their ideas of what they found sex- 
ually alluring. “It kind of helped me out in terms of the different; 
itypes of women out there,” says Matt, a high-school junior. “You 
find out what kind of taste you have. I feel like I’m a little more 
educated about sex, and it’s made me more relaxed about it.” 

My son echoes those sentiments. “How else can you find out; 
; about different types of positions and things like that?” he asks. It’s 
; a perfectly legitimate question, since I’ve never broached the sub- i 
ject with him—nor did my father ever broach it with me. I could; 
Shave listened to my father talk about the pros and cons of sports i 
jears all day but I would have been mortified if he’d started lectur¬ 
ing me on, say, doggy style. 

Ian’s question also reminds me of the cold anxieties I felt as a young i 
; insecure lover: What if she knows more about sex than I do? She’ll j 
think I’m a clod. Despite our age difference, my son and I both got; 
j essentially the same sex-ed course in high school—the one that never 
answers the only question most teenage males have: What do I do 
when the impossible happens and I wind up in bed with someone? 

In spite of its rudeness and lack of intimacy, pornography; 
certainly educates one in the intricacies of sexual intercourse,; 
even if only in a how-to sense. And now that it’s easily available, 
;kids will learn how to have sex sooner. Does that mean they 
actually will? Some of them, almost certainly. Does it also mean; 
that young gays and lesbians will awaken to their sexual pref¬ 
erences earlier and realize that, no matter how isolated and; 

: scared they might feel, they are certainly not alone? Probably ; 

At the University of Alabama, Professor Bryant isn’t ready to! 

; announce a sexual revolution yet, and certainly not one on the scale; 
of the 1960s, which he says was influenced less by pornography: 

; than by the sudden availability of birth-control devices. “We haven’t: 
seen the same kinds of shifts yet in sexual attitudes that we saw in; 
ithe ’60s. But I certainly think that what you have so far is a revo-j 
lution in sexual voyeurism. I think the other area in which it is caus¬ 
ing a revolution is in terms of exposure to young people. We have: 
no gatekeepers any longer. Anything goes.” 

As Bryant and others see it, there are several potential pit- 
falls. For one thing, kids may think that what they see portrayed: 
on the Net is real sex and not an idealized or fantasized depic¬ 
tion of it. Adolescent males may grow up with the impression 
that in order to be a satisfactory sex partner, an organ the size: 
;of porn star Lexington Steele’s is required. Indeed, the vast 
imajority of porn sites are awash in banner ads touting penis-: 

; enlargement techniques that promise to turn any normal guy into j 
ia Genoa salami who no longer needs a personality to attract; 
;women—and the free pictures on the porn sites only reinforce; 
;that idea. Young girls, notoriously sensitive about their bodies, 
may conclude that in order to be wanted and desired, enor-i 
mous breast implants and anal sex are a must. Internet porn,: 

; Bryant says, has already become “a weird form of sex education”— 
!and it’s one that isn’t countered by anything suggesting, for; 
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example, that not all women want sex with multiple partners, or 
ienjoy ending a lovemaking session by having their sweetheart 
[ejaculate in their face (a universal theme in hard-core Net porn).: 

A second concern is that the wealth and variety of Internet; 
[porn may dull the sexual senses of viewers, leading them to seek 
;out increasingly shocking fare, and spurring the porn industry to; 
provide ever-edgier material, once again raising the titillation bar; 
jin a never-ending spiral. That effect has been demonstrated to; 
| some degree in lab studies conducted by Bryant and others, though 
the effect is a temporary one. “It takes more to get your batteries; 
[charged the second time around,” Bryant says. Still, others caution; 
that most people have a saturation point that, once reached, causes 
them to tire of porn and lose interest in it. And many others will 
[never develop a liking for it at all. 

; A third potential problem is that, because it is depicted so; 
infrequently in Internet porn, safe sex will be given short shrift 
[by teenagers who view it. “That is something that concerns me a 
; great deal and something we really need to study,” says Fisher, the 
Canadian psychology professor. In exploring porn sites for the past 
; few months, I have noticed more photos of men wearing condoms, 
[but unprotected sex is far more frequently depicted—including 
unprotected anal sex. While schools generally do a good job of 
[ telling kids of the dangers of AID S, students may have to be taught 
:it earlier owing to the growing reach of porn. 

Lastly, because kids will be exposed to the facts of life at an 
earlier age, that much more of the innocence of childhood is 
[being denied them. And the facts that they are being exposed; 
to are sometimes brutal and almost always shocking. “There’s! 
[no poetry to it, no gentleness to it,” says Dr. William Bronston,; 
a California physician who runs a youth organization focused: 
ion teens and computers. “There is a complete loss of the; 
Isacredness of the spiritual context.” 

Dave Roberts shrugs when I ask him how he feels about 

[his two teenagers seeing hard-core pornography in his home. “I’ve; 
just sort of accepted it,” he says. “What else can you do? It’s out 
: there, it’s easy to find, and they’re on the computer all the time. It’s; 
hound to happen.” 

Roberts, 50, is a cheerful ex-hippie who came of age in the Bay 
[Area during the early ’60s. It was, he remembers, “before the drugs 
j came in. My friends and I used to go up to Golden Gate Park every: 
[weekend, and you know what that was like. Girls sunbathing; 
without their tops, the whole scene. So that was the era in which I 
learned about sex. I’ll tell you, it was a great time to be 17. Some¬ 
times I feel sorry for kids today” After attending college in Seattle, I 
where he got arrested in some student demonstrations, Roberts 
married and raised a family; he now fives in an upscale neighbor¬ 
hood in Sacramento, California, where he owns a landscape-design 
and construction company His wife, Linda, is a contract adminis- 
i trator. They have four Internet-connected computers in the house. 

“I think if my daughter saw something like that on the Internet, 
she’d totally freak out and come screaming to me,” Linda says of 
; 15-year-old Elisa “She freaks out if I even say the s-e-x word out loud.” 

Did Dave think his 17-year-old son, Mark, was looking at 
iporn sites? “I don’t know—I’ve never asked him,” Roberts says,; 












then pauses and smiles. “I think I’d probably be disappointed if 
he wasn’t. I mean, I sure remember how I was at his age, in high 
school. There were three things that were important to me: cars,: 
girls, and money. And it wasn’t always in that order. So, yeah, I 
guess I’d be surprised if he hadn’t. My only concern with the: 
porn thing is that there’s a big gap between reality and the com¬ 
puter. And when they’re this age, you just have to hope that 
jyou’ve given your kids a good grip on reality. 

“We’ve escalated everything we do in our lives,” the father of two; 
laments. “ It’s no longer just sports, you know? Now it’s extreme sports. 
Extreme skiing Extreme football. Everything’s extreme. And so now 
we’ve got extreme sex. About all we can do as parents is hope that 
our kids can tell the difference between hype and real life” 

Luckily, his kids seem to have a pretty good grasp on reality.; 
Roberts shows me to a back bedroom, which he and his son: 
are in the process of converting into a computer animation stu- 
idio, complete with a blue screen painted on a wall. Mark is at 
the computer when we walk in, listening to trance music pump¬ 
ing from a big pair of speakers in the corners. A thin, brown- 
haired boy, he nods and smiles shyly as his father introduces me. 
ICables, CDs, audio and video equipment are piled every¬ 
where. A flat-screen television monitor runs color bars, which: 
Mark is adjusting from his computer screen. 

I ask him how much time he spends on his computer every day 
“Right now, because of school, only four hours a day If I had my 
choice, it’d be eight or 18. I hope to start my own computer ani-i 
mation company” He shows me some of his work, which features; 
I cartoon characters spinning in ever-widening circles, crisscrossing; 
jthe screen, appearing and disappearing. “That took me forever to! 
figure out how to do,” he says. “Now I’m working on blending and; 
that’s pretty easy” 

When he’s online, he chats with friends at school or surfs for; 
cartoon animations. He doesn’t look at pom sites: “I don’t really; 
care for it. It’s not like I don’t know what’s out there. I just don’t! 
ihave any interest in it.” 

What does interest him is anime, a unique kind of Japanese car-! 
Itoon that features sweepingly drawn images of attractive women! 
and men with oversize eyes and brightly colored costumes. They: 

| appear in all of Mark’s animations and cover the background ofhisi 
computer screen. “All of these characters are from the same show,”; 
!he explains. “It’s one of my favorite series —Tenchi Muyo. I thinkj 
! that’s the best anime ever done.” 

The hero of the cartoon is a shy high-school boy who suddenly: 
finds himself living with a host of marooned space aliens. Fortu- 
nately, some of them are of the long-legged, large-breasted, beau- 
Itiful teen female variety, and are bent upon possessing the hero in; 
lone form or another. On the Net, fan sites devoted to the alien 
babes abound, some featuring nude and seminude drawings. “We! 

I only get the censored versions of the show over here,” Mark tells; 
me. “The Japanese versions are uncensored. There’s a lot more! 
violence and, uh, other stuff in them.” 

Mark’s mother says she’s never seen the show but knows of her! 

! son’s fascination with it. “Now he wants to learn Japanese,” she says. 

Mark’s father sighs. “Sometimes,” he says, “I wish he’d just go; 
out and get a date.” 


The irony of the current debate over Net porn is that those 

iwe wish to protect from it—our children—may wind up being bet- 
iter equipped to deal with it than we adults are. What hard data! 
! exists at this point—as opposed to the long-standing range of prej¬ 
udices we bring to the subject—suggests that most people will not! 
! suffer any long-term negative effects by looking at Internet porn. 
Like many unanticipated consequences of technological innova- 
jtion, we will eventually learn to live with it. 

“The generation coming up behind us is going to grow up! 
;accustomed to the fact that they have access to pornography you; 
icannot find in many adult bookstores in this country” says King,! 
Ithe Palo Alto doctoral candidate. “Our children will grow up in an; 
'environment where this is preexisting. They’re going to know this; 
; stuff is out there from the beginning. So it’s not going to be as strik-! 
iing to them, or as problematic to them, as it is to this current; 
generation that’s sort of hit with it all at once in midstride.”: 

So far, statistics bear out the notion that Net sex is far more! 
Intriguing to middle-aged men than it is to sex-crazed teens. 
According to demographic data from SexTracker, two-thirds of all! 
! sex surfers are over 30, and fully one-third of them are between 41 
and 55. A majority are married and solidly middle class, and they! 
;are predominantly white. In other words, average guys who grew! 
!up with nothing to look at but breast magazines and grainy 16mm; 
Istag films. How different will those demographics be in 25 years,! 
when the first crop of postcensorship teens attain middle age? Will 
those men, after a lifetime of exposure to it, still find Net pom some- 
thing worth spending time and hundreds of millions of dollars on? 

I’m not sure my own life would have been any different if I had; 
i first discovered pornography on the Web with my parents’ com- 
iputer rather than in the woods. I’ve been exposed to a consider-! 
able amount of pom in my lifetime. In the ’70s, when Deep Throat 
made adult films somewhat mainstream, I reviewed porn films for! 
jmy college paper. Yet my sex life has been relatively conservative.! 
ll’ve never been to an orgy, never had group sex, never been with; 
a prostitute, never subscribed to an adult magazine, and rarely fre¬ 
quent strip clubs, because they embarrass me. I’ve certainly never! 
[Committed a sex crime. 

j I suspect that my eldest son, who knows far more about sex than! 
I did at his age, will probably turn out much like me in this regard. 

! And if viewing pom on the Internet makes him a more sexually! 

! adventurous person than I am, I m not sure I see the harm in that. 

What concerns me as a parent is not that my kids will find pom, | 

! or even that they will enjoy it, but what they will take away from the! 

!experience when they are confronted with it. On the whole, Net! 
Ipom gives them a very cheap, vulgar, often unappealing and some- 
! times frightening portrait of sex. It robs a beautiful and infinitely; 
intimate act of its sensual dignity, which may be porn’s worst sin,! 

I along with its attraction. But if my sons grow up coarse and vulgar 
and view women as useful orifices and nothing more, it won’t be 
| the fault of some pictures they saw on the Internet. It’ll be mine. ■ 


Gary Webb has won more than 30 awards for investigative journalism over the 
past two decades. In a forthcoming issue, Webb will examine sex online from 
the other side - through the eyes of some of the biggest players in the boom¬ 
ing Net porn industry. 
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Yoilr shopping just got easier! Look « 
for new offers to help you get more 
out of life. Compare different com¬ 
panies. Find the best Web sites. And 
much more. Forget about long lines, 
endless searching and all the hassles 


of shopping as usual. Everything is 
here for you to make an informed 
buying decision! 

To Advertise Call: 
212 - 655-5111 
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domains-ecommerce-webhosting 


30Mb Web Hosting Account or 
200Mb Business Hosting a $' 
FREE MySQL Database 

FREE CGI/ASP/PHP 
FREE Frontpage 2000 extensi 
FREE 15 POP3 email accounts 
FREE email forwarding 
FREE Unlimited Bandwidth 
FREE Media http protocol St 
FREE Web site logging and s 


order online: 
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The Internet's 
Electronics Superstore 

www.etronics.com 


Many reasons to log onto the Internet’s 
most advanced electronics site... 

• 360° product views. 

* Streaming video product demonstrations. 

- Real-time, on-line order tracking. 

- 30-day Satisfaction Guarantee. 

• On-line live sales reps. 

* On-line expert advice. 

' Comprehensive information 
on every product... 



Call toll-free: 1-800-S8S-6097 
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PRETTY STRANGE 


Some webmasters have too 
much time on their hands 

BY SCOTT ALEXANDER 


SODACONSTRUCTOR 


HATTEN AR DIN 

WHAT'S AS CHARMING AS MAHIR THE 
Turkish Stud, without all the annoying 
comprehensibility (and, mercifully, minus 
the bikini briefs)? Hatten ardin, the most 
emotionally gripping Shockwave movie 
based on an Arabic song sung in Swedish 
(about a group of people and their mag¬ 
ical dancing hat) you'll see this year. You 
might even learn something, like what 
the hell cola-au-lait is. [user.tninet.se/ 
-prv247p/hatt/hatten.swfl 



JELL-0 PAGES 


CALL IT LEGO 2.0, CALL IT AN ABOMINATION...YOU MAY EVEN CALL IT YOUR BEST FRIEND 
one day. Sodaconstructor hosts a variety of articulated, mobile stick-figure "pets" you 
can manipulate, toss around, and otherwise torture as you would 2-D Silly Putty. It's 
fantastically rewarding if you’re the kind of person who likes to tinker with new com¬ 
puter algorithms in your spare time. Even as a five-minute diversion, we guarantee 
you'll be hollering for the first passerby to come get a load of this. Isodaplay.com] 


ROUTERGOD 

DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO THROW 
tech with the pros? Gary Coleman, 
Tonya Harding, and Darva Conger do. 
RouterCod online magazine, a tech 
bible for Cisco supplicants, publishes 
tutorials on the most troubling net¬ 
working issues of our time - "written" 
by celebs, wittily matched to their top¬ 
ics. Standouts include Gillian Anderson 
tracking down the elusive bugs within 
LAN switching and Robert Downey Jr. 
on that repeat offender, the IEEE 802.3 
Ethernet frame, [routergod.com] 


PAPER CLIP PORN 



PEOPLE DID SOME WILD THINGS TO 
expand consciousness in the '60s - drug 
use, be-ins, meditation, serving Jell-0 
as a main course. Chef Andy has ex¬ 
humed the best stomach-stultifying 
gelatinous concoctions of the period, 
including such delights as cherry rice 
fluff and cinnamon candy salad. 
Intermediate Jell-0 hounds can try the 
avocado strawberry ring, savory spinach 
salad, and strawberry pretzel Jell-0, 
while advanced molders can attempt 
dangerously difficult platters like 
ring-around-the-tuna. Careful, now; 
we don't want to see anyone get hurt. 
[cascade.mit.edu/cookbook/jello] 



WHAT DO YOUR OFFICE SUPPLIES DO ALL NIGHT AFTER YOU GO HOME? 
For all the prudes who never stopped to contemplate the obvious 
(the night is long, those drawers are so cozy), the Web has flung 
wide the doors on the steamy world of paper clip sex. Now all the 
forbidden wiry action your mother hoped you'd never see is avail¬ 
able from the comfort of your browser. Where did you think those 
itty-bitty paper clips came from, anyway? [go.to/paperdipporn] 
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